Parliament to open 
session Nov. 28 

~ Decree wifi be issued 

pfcy. 28 summoning Parhameni for an ordinrav ves- 
I^Vcin the. same day. Information Minister Na.sser 
^^,said &mnday. The Parliament session will be 
fejugurated a Speech from the Throne by Hiv 

jRf^yaJ. Highness Crown Prince Hassan, tbe Regent 
juaatoldt^eR. ^ce Hassan wifi be presentinu’ 
tbe ^h ^m foe TTirone for the first time due to 
HJs Majesty King Hussein’s absence. The Kina is now 
leceivmg treauneni at the Mayo Clinic in foe U S The 
Cabinet holding a regular meeting yesterday under 
ihe chainnanship of Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
reviewed foe draft speech. The speech will then be 
sent JO Prince Hassan who will outline foe govern. 
QiMt's policies and plans. ° 

■■ f ^ 
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King, Mubarak exchange views 

WASHINGTON (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
on Saturday received a telephone call from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak who inquired about foe 
King's health. President Mubarak wished King Hus- 
sein continued good health. The King and President 
Mubarak reviewed foe latest developments in foe 
peace process, voicing their satisfaction for the imple- 
mentation of foe Wye accord. The two leaders stressed 
the need for pushing the peace process forward in 
order to reach a just, comprehensive and lasting peace 
in the region. 
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Israeli release of 
thieves violates 
accord — PNA 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — In the latest tangle in 
(be land-for-secunty accord, 
^ l^esdniaDS said Satuiday 
itiaLlfaey did not consider ISO 
aiaUs released by laael as 
part of tbose detain^ to be 
fleed under the agreemenL 
ilie-Palestnuans said diQ' 
pcot^tedto tbe United States 
Qp- *‘a violatkxi of tihe 
^xoi^ since Israel released 
OQ Jnlay mostly car thieves 
dealers and only 100 
insoners accused in tbe 
SBUggle against Israeli occu~ 
pdioD. 

f^ksdnian police coitinued 
CD Saturday to move into tbe 
9.1 percMJt of ibe West Bank 
received a day ea^er but 
die latest disagreemem threat- 
coed K) jeopmdise the release 
of 500 more Palestinian pds- 

OQOS. 

Under the U.S.-lxDkeied 


po 

;ted 


^ menKHandum signed 
tenncndi, Israel is s(ac^ to 
withdraw bom a total of 13 
per cent of tbe Bank by 

ihe endof Januaiy in tandem 
with P^esdnian steps against 
Mi-lsiaeii acdvby. 
i Itepiilllxidcsinihieep^ 

'*'! I wifi grant the PaJesdniaas 
psik[ortatalcoriiiolov'er40 
^‘^perceot gfjbe.araa. 

dkta’t go to Wye River 
services of [U.S. 
® ; Resident" BiD] Clinton to 
jdear car thieves," said 
■ “ Aimal ’nii a senior aide to 
Paiestiaia^ President Yasser 
.Arafet .‘TTu's is not fair and 
diows bad intentions." 

IswH Prime Miniver 
Beayamin Netanyahu's office 
taidmiespcmse that ibe peace 


^lii' 


Netanyahu: No 
release of 

political prisoners 

AVIV tAFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu cm Saturday 
redacted out of hand Palestin- 
ian calls fiar the release of 150 
political prisoners and 
warned the Palestimans not to 
have ai^ iUusions diat Israel’s 
position (X) the matter would 
change- wouldn’t bee 
baby-ldlleis and. bomb- 
planterg for anything in the 

world, esporially shordy after 
tii^’ve committed then 
crimes," Netanyahu told 
lepoctos beie. ‘7 ad^ tbe 
Patestinians not to hc^ any 
illusions cm tbe matter," be 
said, adding that the Jewish 
state would not release any 
prisoneira ^inq^ic^^d in mur- 
ders" or "beJoo^g to 
Islamist groups.” 

accoid cfid not stipulate that 
Israel bee pnscmeis with Jew- 
ish "bIcKxl on tiieir hands." 

In completing the transfer 
of tbe temtory, Palestinian 
police enu^ on Saturday 
sevoi of bie 36 villages locat- 
ed between tbe cities of Jenin 
and Nablus. 

Only a smattering of resi- 
dents in the fanning commu- 
nities showed up to welcome 
tbe police who had already 
c^jeikted unofficially in much 
of the area. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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UNSCOM teams pay 
their first surprise 
visit since October 




. .. -zAgendes 

iNSPECTORS paid an 
iBBiuHMiDced visit to a sus- 
pected weapons site on Sat- 
;|^ied^, die first such ^'isit 
Iru] bJocl^ tb^ work 
i®on?>tetely cm OcL 31. 

me., c^^al Iraqi News 
Ageocy said that a missile 
icam '*niade a surprise visit 
b ap establishment to check 
de tnoothly declaration of its 
ootpoc 

Jiie agency did not identi- 
? the rite, but the report sug- 
tiie.TaciljQ^ was a pie- 
' '‘louri)' idb)tifie4 potential 

gite! 

.' ‘'Hie ham side has provid- 
ned^sary assistance," 
% agency s^d, quoting 
^mal Hussam Moham- 
mad Amin, bead of the 
Moaitwing Auihor- 
-Lrti*^5^’ W|acb provides escorts 
i. inspectors, 

f.i*' 7 UX Spe^ Commis- 
-^^^CUNSeOMi has 
to talk to reporters 
hs u^pections since it 

^ ^inspectors returned the 
'■ day bom Bahrain. 

2?^ 1^ were evacuated 
>.®^-^JUBitcd States threai- 
[ strikes. 

*• suiprise inspections 

afways been the most 
^fjnentious issue between 
Irf^SCOM and Iraq. On 
5,=iaq lefijsed to pro- 
K^/esoorts for such mis- 
allowed UJ4. 

•; to go to previous- 

continue 

. ^ *®0itoring woiL ^ Ocl 
. Jr^Mhahedafi^^ 

>1^. 

; Monitoring 

' s^d tMTiv; bom 

j tiNSCX)M and the Inter- 


■ii- 


".■TTi‘ 


national Atomic Energy 
Agency visited a number of 
sites on Saturday to check 
equipraenL These visits were 
presumed to croncem cam- 
eras and sensors installed to 
moniror activity. 

Amin also said an Ameri- 
can U-2 plane ‘Violated Iraqi 
skies many rimes oa Satur- 
day,” tbe agency reported 

The U-2 jets are used for 
aerial surveillance by tbe 
U.N. inspectcffs. 

Meanwhile, it emerged 
that Iraq appeared to be 
reluctant to fulfil 
UNSCOM's latest request 
for documents, less than a 
week after the United States 
cancelled its planned attack. 

The United States ^d 
Britain had intended to strike 
to force Baghdad to reverse 
its Ocl 31 decision. On Nov. 
14, Iraq agreed to allow 
inspections to resume in a 
statement that pledged foU 
cooperation with UNSCO^d 

UNSCOM chief Richard 
Butler promptly wrote to 
Bjrahdad asking it to hand 
ov'er documents related to 
Iraq's chemical and biologi- 
cal programmes. 

UJ^. officials say that tn 
teplv, Iraqi Deputy Foreign 
MiiusterRiyadhAl Qaisi has 
said Butler’s request “s^ms 
to be provocative rather man 

Presjff"' 

Bill Clinton said on Saturday 

that he did not wantmoyer- 

react to Iraq’s new objections 

to banding over documents 

sought by UJ^. 
inspectors and urged Bagh 
dad to comply- 

(Continued on page 3) 



^estinian security forces put up a I^esdnian flag on a previously Israeli army 
buildup as they enter Uie village of Toubas on Saturday. Festivities were held in the 
village, where fireworks lit the sky and Palestinian bands marched to the cheers of the 
crowd following Israel’s handing over of 500-square kilometres of the West Bank to 
the I^estinians under a U.S- brokered land-for^«eciirity deal (Heuters photo) 

Turkey steps up Italy attack as 
Ocalan moved to secret location 


ROME iR) — A furious row 
between Italy and Turkey 
over Rome's refusal to excra- 
efite top Kurdish guerrilla 
leader Abdullah Ocalan 
imeosified oa Saturday as he 
was reportedly moved to a 
secret location in the Italian 
capita. 

iuik^ stepped up its diplo- 
matic onslau^t on its NATO 
ally after a Rome court reject- 
ed a Turkish arrest warrant 
saying Italy had “opened its 
arms to the world’s bloodiest 
renorisf' and accusing it of 
acting “disgracefully." 

Tbe Eurepean Union 
backed Italy’s determination 
to resolve its dispute with 
Turkey over the fate of 
Ocalan by legal means. 


The Italian court is keeping 
Ocalan in Italy because Ger- 
many bos a warrant out for 
bisanesL 

Italian Prime Minister Mas- 
simo D'Alema and GennaD 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroed- 
er would discuss the fate of 
Ocalan when they met on Fri- 
day in Bonn, the German 
go\'emnient said. 

Ocalan beads the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
and is blamed by Ankara for 
tbe deaths of some 30,000 
people in a 14-year separatist 
campaign in southeast 
Tuikiey. He was detained in 
Italy on No\'. 12 on a false 
passport. 

Oi^an was freed on Riday 
after Bonn, which sought him 


on charges of indieraent to 
murder involving followers in 
Germany, said it had no plans 
at present to seek his extradi- 
tion. 

Italy refused to extradite 
Ocalan to Turkey, saying that 
its constitution forbade it to 
send anyone for trial in a 
country where they could 
face the death penal^. Ocalan 
has applied for political a^- 
lum in Italy. 

The It^an court fieed 
Ocalan but ordered him to 
remain at a private address in 
Rome in case Germany, 
which has up to 40 days after 
his arrest to seek extradition, 
changed its mind. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Government halts 
sale of IPC pipelines 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment decided Saturday (o 
hall all procedures related to 
the sale of Iraqi Petroleum 
Con^any (IPC) pipelines, 
pendmg the completion of 
investigations into the legali- 
ty of ^ bid and studies of 
possible uses of the pipelines. 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Hani Mulki 
announced after an ordinary 
Cabinet session. 

Tbe government also 
decided to form two technical 
committees to check on die 
present conditions of the 
pipelines in the northern and 
southern parts (tf the ^g- 
dom. 

“As of Sunday (today), 
we'U form two technic^ 
committees that would inde- 
pendently study the present 
cmditioQs of the pipelines 
both in the northern prat and 
(the southern city of) Aqaba," 
Mulki said, adding that Min- 
ister of Trade arid Industry 
Mobammad Saleh Hourani 
and Minister of Transport 
Nasser Laws were asked to 
take immediate action to stop 
exporting any parts of the 
pij^lines. 

Mulki also referred to stud- 
ies conducted to deterrmrie 
the feasibility of using the 
IPC pipelines in oil and water 
pcpjecLs. 


"We'U go through all the 
studies that were made in the 
eariy 1990s for the possible 
use of the pipelines, and also 
the current condition of tbe 
pipelines that were used in 
the early 1930s and 1960s in 
water projects." Mulki added. 

The minister also said the 
government will investigate 
all bidding procedures that 
took place last July, in order 
to make sure of all legalities. 

The govemmenL he said, 
was prompted to cake these 
decisions by the fact that tbe 
contractor who won the bid 
took parts of anotber pipeline 
that was not included in the 
bid. 

On his parL Minister of 
Information Nasser Judeh 
srad tbe government wiU 
show no reluctance in taking 
the necessary measures to 
safeguard public interests. 

Earlier Saturday, three 
Lower House of I^lianient 
members urged the govem- 
meni to half the sale of 50 
kilometres of 12-inch 
pipelines and 60 kiJomeires 
of 16-inch pipelines worth 
JD250,000. 

Tbe deputies said after vis- 
iting the site of the pipeline 
that the welded steel and 
dactyl pipes were still fit for 
use. and raised concern over 
certain cechnlcalities involv- 
ing the sale of tbe pipes to a 
biL<ines.sperson, Akram Amin 


Abu Amr, who won the bid 
on July 20,1998. 

“The whole process of the 
sale was leg^. A special 
committee was form^ to 
supervise the sale, an adver- 
tisement to tender the sale 
was placed in three local 
dailies, and the bid was won 
by the highest of the three 
bidders," a government offi- 
cial told die Jordan Tunes 
earUer in the day. 

A file containing official 
documents and various inrer- 
govemmental correspon- 
dence that took place up to 
the date of sale was also 
made available to tbe Jordan 
Times by the Ministry of 
Watec 

The pipeline, linking Iraq's 
northern Kariaik oil refin^' 
with one on tbe Medirer- 
ranean city of Hai^ via Jor- 
dan. was totaUy shut down 
after the 1948 war that led to 
Israel's creation. 

It was initiaUy built by a 
British company in the early 
1930s for the ITC. 

In a mincM' Jordaniao-Iraqi 
border demarcation in the 
early 1980s, Amman was 
eventually given addrional 
parts of the pipeline which 
passed through the new areas. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan, Syria open talks on 
Yarmouk River water sharing 


By Ahmad Qiatib 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Syria on Saturday agreed to 
avoid measures that might 
jeopardise plans to build the 
Wihdeh Dam on the Yarmouk 
River, Water Minis ter Hani 
Mulki said Saturday. 

Commenting on tbe delib- 
erations of a joint Jordanian- 
Syrian committee which 
opened its two-day meetings 
in Amman earlier Saturday, 
MuUd said “the dam is of vit^ 
importance ftx' both sides." 

But be warned against 
increasing the number of 
ditches on tbe Yarmoid: tribu- 
taries in Syrian territory. 

Jtxidan has often com- 
plained that it is cHily getting a 
fraction of hs water share 
because Syria has set up mote 
than 30 ditches and pumping 
facilities to store water along 
the Yarmouk, whose flow has 
fallen from 470 milli on cubic 
metres (mem) to 270 mcra 
per year in the Adassiyeh bor- 
der area. 

‘Tf such construction works 
stop, the project would be fea- 


sible," Muiki told repttteis 
following a regular Cabinet 
session. 

He said that “one of the 
most essentia] issues that the 
Jordanian side stressed in its 
presentation during the first 
meeting is the imptxtance of 
getting higb-qu^ty w^ter 
from the river.” 

According to the miiuster. 
the only o&tacle facing the 
project is “securing funds" for 
the JD283 million dam. 
which would have a storage 
c^iadty of 225 nKm. 

Nevertheless, some officials 
believe dormant political ten- 
sion between tbe two coun- 
tries over their regional roles 
and Israeli reservations over 
the projea pending a regional 
settlement have undermined 
progress to set up the dam. 

Tl^ committee, headed by 
Jordan Valle>' Authority Sec- 
retary Gener^ Dureid Mahas- 
neh and Syria's Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation Secre- 
tary General Barakat Hadid. 
discussed ways of better util- 
ising the Yarmouk River's 
water next winter and the two 


countries’ water shares. 

In 1955. an Arab League 
committee on water set Jor- 
dan's annual share of the 
river’s water at 330 mcm and 
90 mcm for Syria, which cur- 
rently gets 220 mcm per year. 

The meeting is the fourtii 
since October 1997, when 
both sides agreed to go ahead 
with plans to construct the 
dam in accordance with a 
1987 agreement between the 
two countries. 

Local newspapers recently 
quoted a senior Jordanian 
official as saying “the quality 
of the Yarmouk *s water com- 
ing to Jordan has markedly 
deterioFated" because waste- 
wnter was leaking into tbe 
river's tributaries in Syria. 

But University of Jordan 
professor and water expert 
Elias Salameh said tests con- 
ducted on the liver's water 
showed that its quality is “bet- 
ter than Lake Tiberias’ water, 
forexanifrfe.” 

(Continued on page 12) 


Meidical report in Sri Lankan maiid c^ase expecteid within two days 


By Rana Hussetu 
and Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Fwensic doctors 
expect to issue their final medical 
report in two days concerning a 21- 
year-old domestic helper ai^oed 
to die hospital last Tue^y. 

“Our final forensic c^iclusions 
will depend 00 a nonosurgica], tox- 
ologic^ and gynaecologit^ consul- 
tation in addition to her meffical sta- 
tus evaluatim," said Hani Jahshan of 
the National Institute of Rirensic 
Medicine. 

Officials at tite Sri Lankan 
embassy said the woman was sched- 
uled to undergo a brain-scan ^tesier- 
day evening, tbe first in tbe baoery 
of forensic tests. 

Supramaniam Kanagarani, a Sri 
Lankan national, was admitted to A1 
Bashir Hospital after die daughter of 
her employer dumped her on her 
“agent's" lawn after complraning to 
the agent that tbe woman was "sick" 
and asking the agent to seek medcal 
attention for the woman. 

The woman has so far either been 


unable or unu^Uing to speak, except 
for one or two wo^ at a time, since 
she was recovered from the agent's 
fatxne. and therefore, both the 
embassy and hospital doctors have 
had difficult identifying the cause 
of numerous lesions on most of the 
woman’s body including her face. 
They also do not know the last time 
the woman, now sev'erely under- 
weight. was allowed food, nor can 
they account for the unusual 
swelling of the woman’s hands and 
feet, wlucb can be a result of malnu- 
trition or of having been bound. 

Doctors at A1 Bashir, citing doc- 
tor-patient ccHifidentiaiity said last 
Wednesday that they were not at lib- 
erty to discuss die woman's health, 
although embassy officials told the 
Jordan Times that doctors had indi- 
cated tbe woman had suffered 
severe neglect, malnutrition and 
abuse, and that some of the infec- 
tious injuries may be two or three 
mootiis old. 

Embassy officials said yesterday 
tiiat during a forensic examination, 
initialed I'lHir tlav '* after the woman's 


admission to hospital, doctors found 
additional bruises on both (he 
woman's stomach and back. 

“Our forensic consultation initiat- 
ed four days after her admission 
showed infected lesions in her face, 
trunk and extremities which could 
be a consequence of trauma or pos- 
sible txrms," Jahshan the Jordan 

Times yesterday. "Some of the 
lesions are highly suggestive of 
being of a traumatic nature.” 

However, he said that the injuries 
could not have been acddentol or 
self-inflicted. 

The embassy of Sri Lanka will file- 
a case with the criminal prosecutor 
and lodge a complaint at the Min- 
istry of Foreign A&irs pending die 
concluaon of tbe forensic report 

The embassy has stopped short of 
accusing the woman’s emplc^r, 
resident in the Shmeisani district of 
Amman of atusing the wofoan. tut 
told tbe Jordan Times last week that 
the family had been ‘lilacklisted'' by 
the embassy for neariy a year, mean- 
ing that it would not allow a Sri 
Lankan coming (o Jordan through 


oSicial channels ro work for that 
particular family. The embassy said 
that there are now five cases raised 
against the family by the immigra- 
tion depart^m for failing to pay 
w'orkers their salaries and for fraUng 
to pay for their work pemiiis. A 
senior embassy official said he 
believes diat the family continues to 
contract maids under false names. 

However, officials said tfae>' had 
no prior knowledge of physical 
abuse of any maids in the house- 
hold. 

Yesterday at tbe hospital, embassy 
officials again attempted to inter- 
view tbe woman about her condi- 
tion, but refused to speak. But when 
officii asksd her if she was afraid 
to speak, she nodded her head, yes. 

AccoF^g to Hani Kokash, ^ner- 
al manager of Kokash Enterprises 
for Trading Services, the agency that 
brought foe woman to Amman. 
Kan^anini has been employed in 
foe household since Nov, 1, 1997. 

During an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times, he said that after the 
woman was left at his household, be 


attempted to speak with foe employ- 
er. but was only able to reach the 
employer's dau^ter. 

"T demanded to know what was 
wrong with [woman], and she 
repli^ that the family had called a 
doctor to the home who told them 
that the woman was suffering from 
cancer and bad given her a shoe, 
which explained Iter near paralysis," 
he said, "which does not really 
explain all the [injuries] that look 
like bums to me.” 

He said that foe woman has not 
been paid her salary for an entire 
year and has no woridng papers, a 
situation that Sri Lankan dorrtestic 
servants say is a ^ical scenario. 

Since the embassy was established 
two years ago in response to a har- 
rowing case that involved tbe traf- 
ficking of Sri Lankan babies to 
Europe, the embassy has recorded 
that ai^ximately ^ Sri Lankans 
have died while employed in Jordan, 
embassy officials said yesterdav. 
The causes of death include acx5- 
dents and suicides, and in one case, 
murder, an official said. 
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U.S. would not ‘complain’ about 
Iranian efforts to topple Saddam 

Iran rules out ‘interference from outside elements’ 


Agencies 

THE CLINTON administra- 
tion has said it would not 
object if Iran tried to under- 
mine Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“We are not going to com- 
plain about aiw efifon Iran 
makes to as.sist Shiites or oth- 
ers suffering under Saddam's 
rule." U.S.*State Department 
spokesman James P. Rubin 
said Friday. “But we are not 
working with them in any 
shape or form or soliciting 
their support" 

Ridnn sought to clarify U.S. 
policy alter a senior adminis- 
tradoD o£5cial told reporters: 
“We will certainly take support 
wherever we can get it" The 
ofiBcial had been asked if the 
administranon was consider- 
ing enUsting Iran's support in 
trying to topple the Iraqi 
leader. 

Iraq's neighbours have a 
ccvnmon interest in seeing a 
different government di^ 
one that is nespcmsh^ to Iraq's 
intemadonal obligations and 
prepared to live in pe^ with 
its neighbours, he replied. 

But ^ commander of Iran's 
navy said Saturday his counliy 
will ix)t work with die U.S. to 
tqjple Iraqi President Saddam 


Hu.«;sein. .s.'iying it w:ls a matter 
for the Iraqi jroplc to decide. 

"Iran's policy on Iraq hits 
been consistent iliruughout the 
years. Rrsily. Iraq's territorial 
integrity must be preserved." 
Rear Admiral Abbas MohtaJ 
told a press conference. 

“SeiXJndly. the destiny of 
Iraq should be detcmiin^ tw 
Iraqi people themselves, with- 
out any interterence from out- 
side elements." he added. 

‘We are conlideni that the 
Iraqi people have tlie ability to 
decide their fate." the admiral 
said. 

While Iraq and Iran e-dsi 
alongside each other in the 
I^nsian Gulf r^on and coop- 
erate in setting worldwide 
prices for their oil output, they 
fought a long, costly war that 
ended in 1988 and are urteasy 
neighbours. 

Tlie U.S. official agreed to 
discuss President Clinton's 
new policy of backing groups 
oppc^icd to Saddam Hussein 
only if he was not identified. 

He said Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright soon will 
name a coordinator to direct 
the campaign agaiast the Iraqi 
leader 

The administration hopes 
within six wveks to have com- 
piled a list of groups it consid- 


ers eligible for U.S. military 
assistance, he said. 

Rubin later said, "We are not 
in cahoots with Iran in this 
effort. \\Tiat we are doing is 
working with liiends and allies 
and opposition groups." 

“Of course," he added. “Sad- 
dam Hu.s.sein has no shortage 
of enemies, especially IrarL" 

The United States has had no 
diplomatic relations with Iran 
since 1980, a year after Mus- 
lim acti\i.sts overthrew the pro- 
American Shah and overran 
the LI.S. embas.sy in Tehran, 
taking Arrmicans there 
hostage and holcUng them for 
more than a year. 

The State Deportment lists 
botli Iran and Iraq as sponsors 
of lenxnsm. But the Clinton 
administration is trying to 
iialisc on what it sees as a 
strain of modenaion in Tehran. 

Clinton announced his inten- 
tion to support foes of Saddam 
Hussein last weekend w'hile 
calling off a threatened U.S.- 
British attack on Iraq prompt- 
ed by Iraq's ban on U.N. 
weapons inspections. 

Saddam said he would per- 
mit unfettered inspections, and 
the search for illegal we£^x>ns 
U resuming. 

Congress has authorised $97 
million for military equipment 


and other support for opposi- 
ti<» groups in Iraq. 

One group conadered wor- 
thy of assistance is the L(xi- 
don-based Iraqi National Con- 
gress, the U.S. official said 
Martin Indyk. assistant secre- 
tary of state for the met 
this week with Ahir^ Chal- 
abL who heads the organisa- 
tion, an umbrella group feat 
seelu to unite oppooeais of 
Saddam. 

At one time, the confess 
successfully brought together 
Shiite Muslim groups, fonner 
ruling party offidals and Kur- 
dish gueirillas who sought 
autonomy in northern Iraq. 
But the brood coalition crum- 
bled over the years, hampered 
by 'internal divisions, a lack of 
resources and what tiie ffoap 
saw as wavering U.S. su[^)Ott. 

Even with £e steppe^p 
U.S. canqiaign against Sad- 
dam, the offic^ dianissed any 
notion of the United States 
leading the charge. 

Hie official said there are 
many peqile in Iraq who are 
fed up whh Saddam, including 
Kurds in the north and Shiites 
in the soutiL But he also said 
the United States was commit- 
ted to Iraq's teiritcxial tmegrity. 
meaning there was no inten- 
tkm to splinlo' die counhy. 







ARMS INSPECTORS LEAVE BAGHDAD HEADQUARTERS: anns monitors Saturday drive out of the 

United Nations headquarters in Baghdad to inspect declared missile, chemicai and biok^cal weapons siti». As 
the monitors began work, the Iraqi mertia maintained that the U.S. was trying to ^breakthe bones’ of its coon, 
try amid a new row over Baghdad’s refusal to hand over documents UNSCOM d^anded (Reaters photo) 


Syria criticises 
Israeli-British 
defence agreement 


Loan planned for owners of West Bank 
newspaper despite controversial columns 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
arm of the World Bank is plan- 
ning to lend S1.8 million to a 
West Bank company whose 
Arabic-language newspaper 
has run columns harshly criti- 
cal of the United States and 

Israel. . 

Brigid Janssen, a spokes- .' 
woman for the lender. : the 
Worid Bank's Ihremational 
'Finance Corporation, said the 
loan was to assist the newspa- 
per's parent company, whose 
owners are moderates and sup- 
port the Middle East peace 


process. 

She called the project of 
assisting media "not unusual 
for us.” 

Forward, an English-lan- 
guage Jewish newspaper pub- 
lish^ in New S’oik. first 
reported ihe-iproposcd loon on 
Friday. 

It said columnists of tlie West 
Bunk new.'ipaper, Al-Avyum. 
had called Anierica “Satan" 
and an “evil empire." 

Another column in the news- 
paper, which is publivhed in 
Rumallah. an Arab citv in an 


area of the West Bank con- 
trolled by the Palestiraan 
National Authority iPNAI, had 
suggested "popular violence 
uguinsl Israel." Irorward report- 
ed. 

Buhar Most!, one of Al 
Avyom's .shareholders, .said the 
paper had neither referred to 
the United States as “Satan" 
nor advocated a violent upris- 
ing jgiunst Israel 

"I'm not sure what articles 
they ore referring (o. but that is 
certainly not our policy to 
encourace violence aeain.^ the 


United States or Israel or any- 
one else," Masri told Tte 
Associated Press. “I know we 
have not incited to violence 
agsunst Israel or labelled the 
United States as Satan." 

The small, pn>Arafet news- 
pc^ has a circulation of about 
15.000. and is read mainly by 
young Palestinians and aixtde- 
mics. 

It has been criticised by 
Muslim clerics for publishing 
photogr^Ths of women con- 
sidered by some to be too 
revealing. 


DAMASCUS (A?) — A 
Britisfa-lsraeli defence 
research agreement 

reached this week would 
harm Arab interests and set 
back the Middle East peace 
process, a Syrian newspa- 
per said Saturday. 

In an editorial, the state- 
owned Al Thawra said 
Britain, by signing the 
agreement, violated what it 
c^led the European con- 
sensu^ in opposing .Israel's . . 
anti-peace .glides. 

“Maintaining . coppera- 
lion with Israel will always 
remain, in oil criteria, a 
step backward in the [Mid- 
dle East] peace process that 
will never be in the interest 
of the region's stability and 


security," Al Thawra 
added. 

The Defence Research 
Memorandum of Under- 
standing was si^ed Friday 
by a British senior ministry 
of defence offidal and the 
Israeli ambassador in Lon- 
don. 

It provides a framework 
for the exchange of infor- 
mation of mutual interest 
and joint research projects 
on . pase-byncas^ , 
will rim for l6 years and 
. exclqdes coojpieraj^oji qn^^, 
areas related to iiv^^hs of'- 
mass destruction. 

Britain lifted a ban on 
supplying Israel with 
weaponry and military 
equipment in 1994. 


Egypt reopening restored former royal palace to public 


By Laima Radi 

Agence France Pmsie 

CAIRO — Forty-six years after abol- 
ishing the monarch}', an Egypt com- 
'ing to terms with its past will reopen 
the magnificent 365-room Abidin 
palace to the public on Monday. 

"President Hosni Mubarak warns 
(he country to reconcile itself witii ii.s 
hLstoiy." Zakoriya Azmi, head of the 
presidential cabinet told AFP 
“We arc restoring royal palaces and 
leaving it up to ftiture generations to 
judge the monarchy." Azmi said, 
addng that Italian experts supervised 
the 10-v'ear restoration work. 

A tour of .Abidin is a plunge into 
cfiulence: 365 nxnns — one for each 


day of the sear — linked bv a majes- 
tic stuiruLse with delicate banisters 
made of erv sial. 

.Antique furniture urxl rare objects 
OL-aimulaied by the fr.niier roval': fill 
the gilded rooms and walls are cov- 
ered bv' mosiiic frescoes. 

In 1872. the rulerofEgv'pt Khedive 
Isni;al.bn.'sewiUnr.;dit» in**’ ire 
his hillirtp cii.iJci i ivcrls'«.»k':vj Ca:ro 
for.! Iiomc m dv cir. centre, building 
his palace in .Abidin. 

The khedive v. ajiii.*d the ptl.ice to fv 
ready for the inauguration of the 
Suez Canal and the v isii of Empress 
Eugenie. thcwifcofNapoleun 111. But 
archiiccLs and buildeiv v\orkcd nine 
v'cars |n erea the magnificent palace, 
finaih finishing it in 1872. 


The main gate was called Paris Gate 
in tribute to the empress who had been 
expected to make her grand entrance 
ftum there. 

After the 1952 revolution that over- 
threw the monarchy, the palace w-as 
briefly opened to the public beftne 
housing administrative offices. 

"The Cairo gov ernor and the body 
in chiirce of land teciamaticHis had 
offievs there." Azmi said, adding that 
the beautiful gardens and swimming 
p« 'i?! w ere handed over to a sports cen- 
tre. .A sdwol was opened on the 
grounds. 

The roval initi:J “F" first fetter in 
the names of King Fuad 1 and his .son 
King Faniq. which had been removed 
from much of the palace can still be 


seen on one of the bonisieni. 

“We hove cleaned die soot that cov- 
ered the royal emblem on the chimne>' 
because it is part of our history and it 
should not be erased" Azmi said 

In 1937. several rare (^ects which 
once adorned the palace were auc- 
tioned off. But 10 V'cars later former 
Egyptian President Anwar Satkii, who 
was then vice presidem. blocked 
another major sale. 

'Today we arc buying buck the 
obj^ which hod disappeared and 
putting them in the pal^." Azmi 
said. 

During a private tour of the premj.s- 
es. an correspondent was show'n 
the enthronement room with its ted 
damask chairs and pointed walls and 


ceilings as well os the Belgian room, 
whose first guest was King Albert I of 
Belgium. 

But the jewel of the palace rooms is 
the Byzantine, which has maible 
columns and a goid-blue-ied mosaic 
ftesco. 

The royal gardens as well as three 
museum rooms that certain military 
objccLs. .silverware and also gifts 
received by Mubarak and hi.s wife. 
Suzanne were re-tpened to the public 
on Saturday. 

Among the objects on display are a 
Russian sword studded with precious 
stones which Faruq had bought and 
an inlaid box which contains four tiny 
cannorts. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘CIA. agents visited Iran’ | 

TEHRAN (R) — A hartfline newspaper on Saturday Uasted a 
visit 13 U.S. dozens h) lean asa'^xditicdmissioQui^ 

gu ii ^ of tourism," saying some of (he traveOeis were QA 
aggxas. The Jumbouri blami daily said the American groqi 
that anived in Tehran last week was gatfaedqg pditical infer- 
mation and studying Iran's economic projects, fiee zones and 
oil sales. The osw^aper said a number of the membeis of fte 
groip weie bigb-rankiiig CIA agents. “Ahheu^ litis group has 
arrived under the disguise of tourism... its visit has organ- 

ised by the foreign mbtistiy,'’ die daily quoted idialtie scwnxs' 
as saying. *Tbe members ctf the dele^OD have so fer met wiA 
a ministier, a deputy minisier and an official of the fiee zones 

Iran to stage naval drills in Gulf 

TEHRAN (AFP) Iran's ic^ar navy and the Revoluticiii^ 

Guards will hold a joint manoeuvre in the Gulf and die Oman 
Sea next month, offidals annouDced Satuiick^. The Unity*?? 
exercises are aiined at sliding a “message of peace'' to Giif 
>yab stale the Gulf? ctmumnder <rf die RevotaiiwF 

ary AU A33bar'AKrfalm 

c(Miierenc& seek to help 'die pei^ and fte 
^vrenin^ntl of dfe'ifi^cm'tq^Ii^ dieci^l^i&'xraiK' 
thdt diey bavis die cap^dli^ to defend dre security of die rqgiiA 
on their own," he said. AhmadiaD said around.30,000 troqs 
wiU take part in the manoeuvres, the main part of wttidi vtiQ be 
held on Dec. 4-9 covering an area of 2Q,000-52JXX) squ^ 
kilometres finom Chahbahar port on the Oinan Sea to the mid- 
dle of the Gulf. 

Cypriot minister’s resignation not accqited 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus Prerideni Glafeos Clerides srid 
Saturday he would not accept the resignation of embatded Idk- 
rior Mirtister Dinos Michaelides, who is facing invesdgatito 
into two cotruprion diaiges. ‘The laesident did riot accept bis 
resignation because in his oftirtion, and in tbe ofnnkxi ^ die 
atmmey general as expressed in his ruling, the dedsko to 
investigate does not constitute guilt and he is not conrideied 
guilty because aOegmions were made against him.” govern- 
ment spokesman Christos Siylianides said. The lemazks came 
after a cabinet hearing into the chai^ against hficfaadides. 
who sutotioed his resignatioo Friday. 

Chad, Obya agree to curb illegal migration 

N'DJAMENA (R) — Chad and Libya signed an agreememoo j 
Saturday to curb illegal migration between the two countries. < 
officials said. The signed by Chad's interior minister and 
Libya's ^lic security secretary general, emist^es a census (f 
all Chadians living in Libya. Officials declined to cemmerdoo 
the reasons for tbe move. 
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Tel.4773in-19 

I PROGRAMME 

' 15:10. .The Pink ftinther 

15:20 .,_ThePjmkin Rwch 

' 15:30 Thc.Advamin.’ofBIaL'kSla]lkvi 

16KN) Doc — Big Cat Diary 

' 16:30 Vid Kiii 

^ 17:00 The American Chan Show 
^ 18:00 French Programme — "Lc 
' Grand Secret*' 

19:00 Lc Journal 

' 19:15 French Programme 

' 19:30 News Headlines 

^ 19:33 ^Thc Briuas Empri: 

20:00 ....EcnchptngrainiiK- .AFrique 
20:30 ...Dianu -- vi’olker.'lcus Raiucr 
21:15 Doc. - Farming and Ecolugv 

.21:30 Behind the Scenes 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series — Nothing lasts 
for Ever 

23:10 ...Drama - Doogie Houser 
23:59 EndorT..\. 

PR-WER TIMES 

04:45 Fajr 

06H)5 (Sunrise) Duha 

. 11:22 - Dhuhr 

; 14:14 *.Asr 

16:38 Maghreb 

17:59 isha 

CHURCHES 

St. .Mary of Nazareth Church 
5weiGeh.Tel. 59:!0740 
.AssembiMR of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancla Church Tel. 
4622366 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


.Ai^Iican Church Tcl. 
4624R5.V4f»24Sn. 

Sl .Afrein SvTiun Orlliudnx 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman InteriEitional Churdi 
Tel. 

German-.speakir^ Evareselical 
Congregation Tel. SriS.'UtK 
The EvangcItcuJ Local Church 
in Amman Tel. I ! 2^5 
Church of Jesus Christ nf LaHer 
Day Saints Tcl. J654Q32 
SL John the Baptist at Oc la 
Salle College Tel. 56h 1 757 
Church of (he .Annunciation TcL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TcL 
4646 L '8 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. .‘'9:0146 
The L'niatc Catholic Chui^ 
Tel. 4624757 

The EngUsh-Lungungc Cathnlic 
Parish Tel. 4614 !90 
Evangelica] Free Oiurch Td. 
4S92679 

The Baptist Church Tcl. 
4628052 

The .Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 4771.331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4775:6 1 

WE.ATHER 

RiiUcnn Minplicd hy .v.r Pifvtri- 

The eirccl ol the unsi.ihic w c.iihcr 
conditions will coniinuc i>>Jjv. 
Skies -.vill he panlv doudj. wiih a 


chance of scattered showers par- 
ticularlv in the eastern areas artd 
\s inds si.-puLhcas-teriy nnxJcrate. in 
.Aqaha. skies will bs* partly 
clouds, rainy, winds nnnheriy 
m-- uJerulc. .uid seas calm, 
Min4Mu.\. temp. 


Mayadah Pbarmacy 5537004 

Rukn.AlDawa Pbarmacy „35.^I69 
IRBID: 

Dr. Issam Salih i02i246858 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ....( 021275.360 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 



ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jgbaitim....(09)99299I 

dal Surgery 

The Islamic. Abifli 

.17/31 



.09/26 

13/32 

EMERGENCIES 

Khalidi Malemitv. 
Akileh Mub.Tnity.....-,... 


’tesicrj.iy's high 
Amman Z.\ .Au.tha 
readings; .Amman 
Auaba38 percent. 
Following are the 
expected Kxiav in 
areas; 

.Vjliiun 

jerush 

LmQavs 

Madaba 

PttTd 

Dead Sea 


temperatures; 

30 Humidity 

31 per cent. 


icnipcratufcs 
the felluwing 

1U2I 

16/27 

1205 

12/26 

.....il/26 

.18/32 


USEFirL 

TELEPHONE 

M*MBERS 

MGHTDirn' 

■VMMAN; 

Dr. .^iukhlc$ Mazahrab .513031: 

Dr. WKsam H/avyin 474S56.? 

Dr. \hdulHadiTavyira .4620115 

Dr. MuntherAll^tfb .5lfiOK68 

X'lMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

.\i .Siilam Pharmaev ..4636730 


CmI Defence Depanmem _366] 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-.46.30341 

Civil DcfciKc Emergency. 199 

Resoieftjfice 191462H 11.4637777 

Firc Brigade __46I7I0I 

Blood Bank -4775121 

Highway Prilicc 5.34.3402 

Traffic ^lice .4S96390 

Public Security Dept .4630321 

Hotel Complainis .5605800 

Price Complaints .566 1 1 76 

3^ittrikScAu:^GTnpl:m.489^^ 
Amma.*] Municipalitv Complaints 

4787 1 1 1 

Telephone InfmnaHnn (directory 

assistance! I2l 

Overseas Calk .0132 

Central Ammon Telephone 

Repairs - 4613101 

At^iTcl. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television -4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774 1 1 1 

Water Authority' .56S0100 

J. Electricirt' Authority ...5815615 

Electric Pttwer Co .463638 1 

RJ Right Inrormiition....44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon ...-44-5320Q 


Juhal Amman M^*mity...— .4642362 

M.ilhas, J. Ammaa -46.36140 

Palcsunc, Shnidstni „..560707 1 

Shmeisani HnspilaJ 56074.3) 

Jcfdan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital -..5353444 

Al-Muashcr Hospital ...5(i67227A) 

.AI-.Ahli..Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajnx'n .4777101/3 

Al-Boshir. -..477.S1 1 1/26 

Anny.Maiku— .4X9161 i/lS 

Queen Alia Hospital J5 157 100 

Amal Hospital „5fi07 1 5.5 

Al Amal Cancer Cenoc ...ii353(l00 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Guvl Hospital .(09t983313 
Zurqa Notional Hospiiii) 

(091900560 

Ihn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikmu Modem Hospital 
- (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Huspiiai 

-....(02)27.5555 

Roman Cadtolic Hospital 

(02) 272275 

Ihn Al Nafees Hospital 


(02)7101.372. (02)7103101 

Rosmy Sistcn> Hospital 

102)71028.31, (02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital -(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Horpital 
(0.3)2014111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This v^ormatim a supplied hv 
Knyxil Jonkuiian (RJ) bifonnarian 
tl^Jrtmrni a the Queen Alui 
fniemminnal Airport TeL (44) 
S3200-5, wiictt it shudd always be 
verified. Injormaiinn on other fUglibi 
am he siifYdied m plnne (44) 

(527001. l/fomuuitm m Royal Wings 
flights am be siqgdied nn plume 
4S7520J-S 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (Rj) Flights 
(TZdHI ....Bangkok, Sh.iriqoh (RJ) 

08:25 Biimbay (RJ) 

08:55 - Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:00 Bcinii(RJ) 

09:50 .... Dubai, Abu Dhobi (RJ) 
16:45 New York. AnistcnJamtRJ) 

17:40 Bru.s.scb(, Athens (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:25 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 


20:20 Rankfiirt (RJ) 

20:45 Rome (RJ) 

23:30 Vienna, Aqaba (RJ) 

23:59 .Cairo (RJ) 


CRberFH^ts 

07:55 

10:30 

U:00 

\2tW 

12:30 

14:45 

18^40 

I9ri)S 

20i25 

20i40 

23:10 

01:15 

04:15 


... — .—Dubai (EK) 

Jeddah (SV) 

.......Moscow (SU) 

Sanaa (n') 

....Abu Dhabi (CF) 

Doha (QR) 

Beirut (ME) 

- -....Paris (AF) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

- Cairo (MS) 

- Istanbul (TK) 

...Amsterdam (KL) 
London ^A) 


11:30 .j\msteidam.NeA'Ycdt(^ 

11:45 AihenStRomc^ 

12:15 London (Rfl 

20:25 - .Cairo (W) 

20 JO Jeddah (RJl 

20 -New Delhi (W 

20^IS Damascus (W)- 

22.-00 ....Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RD 

22J0 Bangkok (RO 

22^IS .Sanaa (RJ) 

00:10 Shariqah. Kuala Limipur. 
Jakarta (RJ) 


bon tuxH 
Sov'enuB 


ocrogato 

■^scribiii 


going 0] 


Royal Wii^ (RW) 

09:30 Aqttixi (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

lOJO TelAvK'(atm'mgatQAIAMRW) 
16ri)0 Aqaba (iUTis-ing at Marten 
AirportxRW) 

18:45 — Tel Aviv (arriving ai 

QAIA)(RW) • 

19:30 Haifa { arriving at QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 ...Aqaba I arrh’ing at N^tka 
Airpoit)(RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

— 3eiiui(RJ) 

05:20 ....Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

lOJO -Frankfiirt (RJ) 

^ .Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

H: 2 S ..Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 


22^IS Sanaa (Ri) 

00 : 10 Shariqah. Kuala Limipur. ^Iinr- .t » , 

. lone M... 

OtberFUghts 

07JS Frankfnrt(LHI| on .M 

07:25 ...Damascus, London (B.41 

07:25 .ftaislAFi 

08:55 ....j\bu Dhabi. Dubai 

12M Jeddah (SV); r- 

13:20 J>*a(Cf) Ur. i 

13-.30 Moscow(SU);i a 

13d0 -.-Sanaa (no 23 ^ 

15 JS J>*a(QRI,: 

20:00 — M.Bdnrt(h®i!-4,l 

21:15 TelAvwfl'^? Fanii.o m 

2 IMO Cairo at 0 

02:15 Amsterdam VA N'o 

(kfc43 — AJexandiialBA' eniitlej 

f > of 

Royal Win^ (RW) V Orda,, p ‘ 1 3. 

07:00 Aqaba (from MatkaAiip"^, Founda 

08J0 Aqaba (ftoni Maria ^man ( 7 ej ^ 

O&IS -TdArivt&omQAlA)^^:;^ M .j. 

l&iS Haifa (fiom Maka Airp*^ 1,3 r« 

1 ™ S Rovai 


Of 

(RW) i--. r. k,. « 

20-J0 Aqaba (fioni Ma^ 
ponURW, . 
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' i^.'Rana'Hassani 

One of ihe 
gjoe gpvexamrat officials 
oa mal |bc,tbdr roles in last 
gjouner’s'water contamina- 
Qtnaisis fjas ffied a lawsuit 
flgahist ^^ter Ministar Hani 
remanding diat he 
tieiaS^ed in hisjob^ his 
ji P^rney jsaid Saturday. 

' Sbahin said 
AjiffladOleiiD^ head of the 
quality control department 
s t£s Wato* Authority, 
decided to file a lawsuit at 
tlie Supreme Court ‘*con- 
io^ng the le^ty of the 
t n/nfioef -s det^on to sus- 
pend his e^loyment as a 
sovenuhent mployee until 
T| i final ruling is issued by 
■tteCrimihal Court'’ 

^ Omrt officials said the 
"" Mtfryas - officially regis- 
fweek. 

i^int of view, the 
(^'on is illegal," Sbahin 
the Jordan Hines. 

He declined, to elaborate 
OB the legal terms used in 

nildiepi^tioa. 

Oleunat'and eight other 
water officials, including 
Wat? Autfaoiiiy Secretary 
Gmoal Munther Khleifat 
1 1 &ce several charges includ- 
^ it^ foegery, complicity in 
m se^gence and faii- 
AK to mvestigate the quality 
I of water supplied by die 
■’^ifthier Treatment Plant, 
iwhicb at the heart of. 
Itlecrisii 

I OtliCT defendants who 
the same charges 
l^iindude Khleifai’s technical 
''‘Ciissistaat, Samir Hejazin, 
"*jibe I^d- ctf the authority’s 
’Tjcebtral.lab^ Hassan 



jAk 

rsh 

ra- 


iAini;:"Zaf; plant Director 
vlobasan^ Abu .Taha, tbe^^ 
i^l^Tw^^treat^Qt an^'* 
' i^)erah(xis at the plant, 
lh>vl Mubsen, the head of 
plant’s maintenance 
kparooeot, Muntaser Hik- 
die director of the 
s shifts department, 
Radwan, and Salt lab 
expert Mohammad 

j Chanaritn 

Residents of western 
l\iDiDan' complained in July 
of ffaul- smelKng and dis- 
edoured water, suppli^ 
oosdy the Zai planL 
The crisis led to the resig- 
asm of'^f^ter Minister 
jMoniber Haddadin. 

The ihDsecntion charge 
cited several reasons 
bat led to the water crisis, 
oduding failure to hire a 
spsciah^ ' micro-lnoiogi- 
^ technician, incompe- 
of advanced lab- 
^QBKies ibat could detect 


jps' 

.it 

ahli 

Ji*#, 

v-'^i 


..jSfil 




' tii*' ' 




iiJ-^pwrces of pollution and 
.vi^^P^gence in maintaining 
jiwtf- w plant’s filtering system. 
|Tte court session is 
psduled for Nov. 24. 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER OPENS SEMINAR: Minister of Agriculture Mijheni Khreisha opens a seminar in 
Ihfileh held in co^jun^on with UNRWA on the sustainabie development of remote areas. More than 22 repre- 
sentatives from the Ministry of Social Development, the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature and other 
parties attended the seminar iFetra photo) 


Royal Jordanian makes 
first flight to Palestinian 
airport on Tuesday 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Royal Jordan- 
ian will make its first flight 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority’s new' Dahaniya 
Airport in the Gaza Strip 
during its official inaugura- 
tion on Tuesday. 

According to Jasser 
Ziyyad, dir^tor of the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA), 
an RJ Airbus-320 will cany 
an official delegation head- 
ed by Transport Minister 
Nasser Lawzi. 

Ziyyad said the CAA 
reached an agreement with 
PoJestme Airlines to operate 
at least one flight to Gaza 
per day. The agreement is 
expected to be signed soon, 
he added. 

The aviation official 
stressed that the first com- 


mercial flight to Dahaniya. 
which will be operated by 
Royal Wings, Jordan's 
regional airli^, is expected 
in the coming six weeks. 

The airport needs a few 
more weeks to prepare for 
comaiercia] fJigba." Ziyyad 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

Ziyyad added that com- 
mercial flights to Gaza will 
also transpoit cargo. 

The inauguration of 
Dahaniya Aiiporc, which 
was delayed several 
months, was one of the pro- 
visions of the Wye l^ver 
accord signed between the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (T^A ) and Israel 
earlier last month. 

The agreement calls for, 
among other thing s, the 
opening of the Dahaniya 
Airport and a safe passage 


route between the Gaza 
Scrip and the West Bank. 

The operation of a Pales- 
tinian airport will facilitate 
Che travel of Palesdniao citi- 
zens, especially PNA offi- 
cials, whose movement is 
hindered due to continuous 
closures of the Palestinian 
territories by Israel. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat was forced to 
use the Egyptian aiiport of 
Areesh in the Sinm Penin- 
sula for intemational travel 
because the Israeli authori- 
ties refused to allow him to 
use the Dahaniya AirporL 

Ziyyad said Israel was not 
involved with the aviation 
agreement with the Pales- 
tinians, adding that “Jordan 
is dealing with ±e Palestin- 
ian side only in this regard." 


Ministry, councii reach 
agreement on Christian 
education ciasses 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff R^MHter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Educaioa has reached an 
agreei^t with ibe Council of 
Chnstian Bishops in the King- 
dom to ofler Christian educa- 
tm classes be^uming in 
December. 

Bober Hanna Jallouf fiom 
Tenra Sancta College, the coor- 
dinan:r of the ccHi^'s educa- 
tional relations with the mis^ 
isoy, tedd the Jonian Tunes that 
.Onristian students ip 
ment schools will be required 
to attend CtixistiaD, 
clawi»' in tbw' 'jfismets 
once a week at pivate schools. 
The distdets include Salt, 
Fuhds, Mud, Husoo, Kaiak, 
Ajloun and Madaba, be added. 

Friyh class wfll last 45 min- 
utes, and students must attend 


three classes a week, according 
to JaDouf, who noted that reli- 
gious educaiicm will be ccun- 
pulsory for all Christian stu- 
dents. 

The Chiistian education plan 
is a trial and will be intioduced 
to all districts, including 
Amman, if it proves success- 
ful, said Jallcxif. 

A d^ion to offer religious 
education to Christian students 
in government schools, which 
DOW offer only Islamic educa- 
tion, was takCT fcy govern- 
ment almost two years ago but 
implementation was delayed 
^ to techtajcalities. be added. 

' J^ouf raid the Coundl of 
Bisbe^. whose membeis rep- 
resent tile various Qiristian 
communities in Jordan, decid- 
ed to teach a Christian cunicu- 
lum similar to die Syrian 
model since no appropriate 


educational books aie current- 
ly availaNe. The bodes will be 
distributed free of charge, he 
said. 

The council has recruited a 
number of qualified Christian 
instructors to reach from tiie 
third grade to the secondary 
level, but the teachers will be 
paid b>' the Minisny of Educa- 
tion, said Jallouf. 

Noting that there are an esti- 
mated 3,000 Christian students 
in goveromem schools. Ji^ouf 
said the council has provided 
the rninisoy with the names of 
the selected teaclKTS and the 
schools at which classes will 
behdd. 

Jallouf said he expected that 
a Jesdanian syllabus would be 
ready in two years, addir^ that 
a special committee has been 
created to prepare tiie educa- 
tional programme. 


Health ministry committee 
examines slander allegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Health Ministry has formed a 
special ctmunittee to investi- 
gate an alleged case of slander 
agains t a gmup of nuTses by 
an official at Prince Fais^ 
Ho^taL a Jordan Nursing 
Association official sad Sat- 
urday. 

A group of Diases filed a 
complaint wiffi the associa- 
tion about the dinsetor of the 
govemment-ruD hospital, 
whom tiiey claim us^ 
derogatory language m 
describing the nature of their 


job, said Munir AkeJ, secre- 
tary general of the assodatiorL 

Mkustty officials confitmed 
that such a committee was 
formed but declined further 
ccxnment until investigations 
are completed. 

Accot^g to Akel Health 
Minister Na'ei Ajlouoi 
pledged to look into the situa- 
tiexL 

"The association has post- 
poned filing a court case 
a^insi the diector of the hos- 
pital nnril the ministerial com- 
mitree submits its report," 


Atel said, adding that the 
findings of the report will 
determine what action the 
association will pursue. 

The investigation p^l is 
headed by Azmi HadidL head 
of the Inspection and Control 
l^partment at the minisny, 
and is expected lo submit its 
report to the Health Nfiiusny 
by Monday. 

Akel has called on the gov- 
ernment to suspend the 
tal director from woik pend- 
ing the results of the investiga- 
tion. 


‘UNRWA donor nations expected to 
make contributions by month’s end’ 

Funding to be used to cover employees’ November salaries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency announced 
Saturday that its donor 
nations will make financial 
contributions by the end of 
November to enable the 
agency to pay its employ- 
ees' salaries. 

An agency official was 
quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, as saying 
that UNRWA lacks suffi- 
cient cash to pay the 
employees thanks to a delay 
on the pan of the donor 
nations in transferring 
ftmds. 

A repon in the Arabic 
daily A1 Aswan on Saturday 
quoted an UNRWA source 
in Gaza as saying that the 
agency would not be able to 


pay its employees for 
November due to liquidity 
problems and lack of suffi- 
cient reserves in its l^S 
budget. 

But an official at the 
agency's headquarters in 
Amman told Petra that ±e 
agency bad been notified 
that it would receive fund- 
ing for the salaries before 
the end of the month. 

According to the UNRWA 
official, the situation has' 
become very critical for the 
agency, whose 1998 budget 
amounts to $314 million,"of 
which only $255 milUon 
has been secured from the 
donor nations. 

TTie agency's budget is 
short by $59 million, but 
UNRWA's administration 


has been able to overcome 
this deficit by restructuring 
the management and by cut- 
ting down on expenses, the 
UT^WA official said. But 
he added that the agency 
has no alloc^ons to handle 
a similar crisis should it 
occur in the future. 

According to the UNRWA 
official, the agency will not 
be able to pursue its opera- 
tions and provide educa- 
tional. social and health ser- 
vices to the refugees in its 
five fields of operation 
while its budget remains in 
the red, - 

The UNRWA official said 
a meeting of more than 30 
of the agency’s donor 
nations is due to be held in 
New York early next month 


in order to determine the 
amount each country will 
contribute and to find a 
solution to the recurring 
deficits. 

An earlier agency 
aimouncement said the 
donor nations' meeting, 
which will be attended by 
UNRWA Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen, was 
expected on Dec. 2-3. 

UNRWA offers services 
to more than 3.5 million 
Palestinian refugees, 
including 1 .4 million in Jor- 
dan alone. In the Kingdom,, 
the agency operates 24 
health cenixes and 198 
schools and offers social 
services to residents of 
refugee camps in coordina- 
tion with the govemmenL 


Training workshop for forest rangers opens Monday 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — The 
Royal Society for ±e Con- 
servation of Nature on 
Monday will hold a one- 
day workshop in conjunc- 
tion with the Ministry of 
Agriculture to train forest 
rangers to protect Jordan's 
natural resources more 
effectively. 

Seventy rangers from the 
RSCN and the ministry are 
expected to participate in 
the workshop to help estab- 
lish a mutual network to 
help protect the environ- 
ment. 

The rangers will be 
trained to report and fine 
violators of environmental 
laws and organise hunting. 
The workshop will also 


include lectures on the soci- 
ety's achievements in the 
field of environment pro- 
tection and principles of 
the proposed network. 

Tlie RSCN has already 
held several workshops in 
Salt and the Jordan Valley 
and has plans to hold more 
in Madaba, Zaiqa and other 
areas. 

In September, the two 
parties formed a partner- 
ship to implement more 
conservation policies, 
including a fieldwork 
mechanism to protect the 
Kingdom's wildlife. 

The ministry’s role in the 
partnership will include 
providing rangers to help 
carry' out field programmes 


and patrols to ensure 
enforcement of conserva- 
tion laws, especially in 
hunting areas, and conduct- 
ing joint public awareness 
campaigns. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khreisha in Sep- 
tember called for decisive 
legal and financial steps to 
stop the depletion of natur- 
al resources in order to pro- 
tect Jordan from encroach- 
ing desertification and bio- 
diversity degrad^on. 

Jordan, which signed the 
Convention on 

International Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora in 
1979. has authorised the 
minisny and the society to 


take charge of wildlife con- 
servation. 

Responsible for protect- 
ing the Kingdom's natural 
resources, wildlife and wild 
areas, the non-govemmen- 
tal RSCN. formed in 1966 
and operating under the 
patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein, manages six 
nature reserves and has 
plans to set up another 
seven. 

The society is a member 
of the Intemational Union 
for the Conservation of 
Nature, the World Wide 
Fund for Nature and other 
intemationai environmental 
bodies. It is also the Middle 
East representative of 
BirdLife International. 


,T'S GOING ON 


* ‘Tnimortal Beloved" at the Books @ Cafo, Jabal 
■Amman, First Circle at 8:30 pjn. (Tel. 4650457 ). 

] * “La vie esi un long fleuve tranquille" at the French 
P«lmra] Centre, Jabal Weibdeh. on Monday Nov. *3 at 
p30p.rni and 8:30 p.m. 

nuRE 

“Jordaiiian-Gennan Cooperation in Archaeolo^c^ 
tvations” Dr. Zeidan Kafafi at Goethe-Jnsotut, 
lAminan, on Monday, Nov. 23 at 6:00 p.tn. 

HBmONS 

Paintings by Farouq Hassan at Orfiah Art Gallery. 

aUtfea CTel. 55269321, until Nov. 29. 

I'hotbgrapby exhibition entitled ^indo 
fs" by Si Hourani at Baladna Art Gallery, Garden. 
xp’eL. 5537598), until Dec. 18. . g 

^lay of Jordan River Foundanon (J^l 
®n/winter collection entitled "Falling 
^bowiDom, Jabal Amman (Tel. 4613081 ). unti 

of CivilisaDons: Moi^ Than ,1*^ 
^■^h^logical Activities 
Ik Gennan Protestant Institute renne 

1 Store Preservation) at the Royal Cultural Cen . 

1'^0V. '28, , U Hnn- 

of watercolours by 

& at Insrituto Cervantes, Jabal Amman, 

Jorfanm. artist ^bu 

•ba* Cultmal Centre, i.h.l Amman, until «ov. _ 


Government halts sale of IPC pipelines 


(Continued firom page 1) 

However, most of the main 
pipes in the Iraq-Haifa oil 
link were removed during the 
1950s and 1960s for use in 
several projects to secure 
domestic water supplies, 
leaving other sections of the 
underground pipeline to 
decay, officials said. 

The average durabiliQ^ of 
buried pipes is estimated b}' 
officials at 25 to 30 years, a 
main reason that prom^ed 


the government to consider 
selling parts of the defunct 
network in November 1996, 
officials said. 

But deputies Salaroeh 
Hiari, All Abu Rbeiha and 
Mahmoud Kharabsheh were 
quoted by a local daily on 
Saturday as saying 'that 
workers on the site told them 
that the life span of the 
pipelines stood at 100 years. 

“We demand that the gov- 
ernment stop the sale imme- 
diately, fonn a ^^ialised 


technical comminee and ask 
the British manufacturer to 
submit a detaUed report on 
the condition of the pipes to 
fix the network and reoperate 
it" the paper quoted them as 
saying. 

They also claimed chat sev- 
eral rusty pieces of pipes {Re- 
sented to them by the gov- 
ernment to justify the sale 
turned out to be parts of the 
outer shale protecting the 
actual pipes. 

Abu Amr himself was 


apparently unh^spy over the 
terms of ffie sale. 

In a letter sent to the head 
of the Jordan Water Authori- 
ty, dated Aug. 10, Abu Amr 
said several pipeline compo- 
nents listed in the official bid 
were not found due to the 
fact that no m^ were av^- 
able. 

The IPC issue will be ^s- 
cussed on Tuesday by the 
Lower House's energy com- 
minee, to be attended by 
Mulki. 


UNSCOM teams pay their 1st surprise visit since October 


(ContiDued from page 1) 

Making lu$ first comment 
on two letters that Iraq sent 
to the chief U.N. weapons 
inspector objecting to the 
request for the papers, Clia- 
ton did not threaten to use 
force agmnst Baghdad if it 
fails to cooperate as be often 
has in recent weeks. 

“I think it's important that 
we not o\’erreact here on the 
first day. I want to make sure 
1 know exactly what die facts 
arer Clinton told reporters at 
a news conference with 
South Korean President Kim 
Dae-Jung. 

'T hope thai Iraq would 


comply as it said it would... 
just a few days ago witii let- 
ter and spirit of the U.N. res- 
olutions and give them the 
information they seek.’’ Clin- 
ton added. 

Clinton called off U.S. air 
strikes agmnst Iraq last week 
when Baghdad reversed an 
earlier decision and 
announced that it would 
cooperate fully with the 
(UNSCOM) searching for 
suspected Iraqi chemical, 
biological and nuclear 
weapons. 

U.S. National Security 
Adviser Sandy Beraer rold 
reporters later on Saturday 
diat the United States was 


still ready to take military 
action if Iraq failed to coop- 
erate with the inspectors. 

'Clearly in our judgement 
Iraq has an obligation to pro- 
duce the documents that 
UNSCOM is seeking and 
we will support UNSCOM 
in that effort'' be said. 

‘The issue hen? is whether 
Iraq will meet its obliga- 
tions... and whether 
UNSCOM is able to do its 
work,’’ Betger sad, 

‘‘If we reach the conclu- 
sion that the answer to those 
questions is negative, we 
obviously are prepared to 
acL" 

On Friday. Iraq rdsed a 


suing of objections to a 
request by Butler for docu- 
menLs about its prohibited 
arms programmes, calling 
his action "provocative" and 
unprofessional. 

It was Iraq's first comment 
on such requests since the 
U.N. wetqxms inspectors 
returned to Baghdad this 
week after Iraq, under threat 
of military action by the 

United States and Britain, 
said it was resuming cooper- 
ation with U.N. teams. 

Clinton made clear that be 
was solidly behind Butler in 
the dispute, pointedly prais- 
ing him as a "professional.” 


Israeli release of thieves 
violates accord — PNA 


(ContiDued from page I) 

But in the village of Tubas, 
the police jeeps were escorted 
by scout mx^ playing drums 
onlook^ waving red, 
green, white and black Pales- 
tinian flags. 

The withdrawal isolated sev- 
eral Jewish settlements and 
Isr^li troops began reinforc- 
ing them. M Ganuo, a a^nunu- 
nityofSl families, many were 
tiiinl^ about leaving. 

‘If this place nims into an 
armed camp, h's not the way 
we wanted to live,” said Han 
Amar . who sells car pam in 
the Israeli port dfy of Haifo. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
called on Israel in a meeting 
overnight to abide by die Vfye 
memorandum and cease Jew- 
ish settlement activity in tiie 
occupied Bank. 

ISTteii settiens, who oppose 
the laod-for-peace deal with 
the Palestimans, have been try- 
ing K> take as many West Bank 
hilltc^ to preveni them from 
being han^ over in the 
future. 

A statement from the Pales- 
tinian cabinet said "setriemefits 
would des^ the peace 
process, stabiliiy and security." 


Israeli soldiers were slab 
Saturday ni^ and Sunday 
congilete tlte demarcation 
die bcHtlers of diose are 
tiansfened to die Palestini; 
National Audicrity (PN^b 
I sraeli media repon^ 

Aiaftit told r^xxters in Ga 
Saouday dial the wididraw 
was “a good begmning in d 
inqilemniiatioQ of w 
agreed iqxn.'* The Palestini 
leader sent congratulaticms < 
Friday to those residents no 
under his audiority and ask 
that di^ "raise the I^estini: 
flag." By late January. Israel 
to have earned out two mo 
pullbacks under the Riv 
agreement, awaiffing Aral 
joint or sole jurisdu^cn ov 
2,382-square kilometres. 

Apparaitly as pan of 
Pale^iiiian crackdc^ on aril 
Israeli extremists, Palesdnir 
police arrested on Satmdt 
Ismafl Haniya, a leader in d 
Islamic aetKist group. Hama 
relatives said. 

Since the signing of d 
acctxri, Palestinian police ha' 
attested hundreds of membe 
of Hamas, which opposes d 
peace pnx^ and has tala 
raspoQ^fliiy for several dea 
ly attacks on Israelis. 
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U.S., S. Korea warn 
North over nuclear, 
missile proliferation 


SEOUL (AFP) — 
Presidents Bill Clinton and 
Kim Dae-Jung Saturday 
vowed to pursue a stniggie 
to draw North Korea out its 
volatile isolation. but 
warned they would not tol- 
erate its nuclear or missile 
programmes. 

After a summit meeting 
here dominated by fears 
over a suspected under- 
ground nuclear comple.\ 
and reports that the Noiih is 
preparing to step up its mis- 
sile development, the U.S. 
and South Korean leaders 
appealed to Pyongyang not 
to push the region into cri- 
sis. 

At the start of a weekend 
state visit Clinton declared 
himself "deeply concerned” 
about the suspect facility, 
which Pyongyang has 
refused to unconditionally 
open for inspections, and 
over its rocket programme. 

■‘We have made it clear to 
Pyongyang that it must sat- 
isfy our concerns and that 
further provocations will 
threaten progress we have 
made.” Clinton said refer- 
ring to boosted U.S.- 
Pyongyang diplomatic and 
militaiy contacts. 

He cautioned that while 
he backed Kim's conciliato- 
ry "Sunshine Policy” of 
engaging the North eco- 
nomically. Washington 
would be forced to be more 
confrontational in the face 
of .further North Korean 
“provocations.” 

The North on Aug. 31 
launched a medium range 
Taopo-Dong. which it said 
was a sateUiie delivery vehi- 
cle, causing alarm in 
Washington, Tokyo and 
Seoul over its ballisUc capa- 
bilities. 

“President Kim and I con- 
tinue to support an approach 
that is a clear-eyed mix of 
diplomacy ... and deterrence 
agmnsi North Korean 
aggression through our 


defence cooperation.” he 

said. 

“I hope the North Koreans 
will not do anything to force 
us to change our policy.” he 
stressed after the 150- 
minute summit which saw 
the allies reaffirm their mil- 
itary alUance and harmonise 
their approach towards 
North Korea. 

President Kim cautioned 
North Korea it would face a 
firm rebuff if it fails to allay 
fears the underground site, 
near its declared nuclear 
facility at Yongyon, is being 
used to reprocess nuclear 
material. 

“We made it clear we will 
not tolerate any possible 
attempt' by North i^rea to 
proliferate nuclear weapons 
or otheir weapons of mass 
destruction,” President Kim 
told a press conference. 

“We agreed that all neces- 
sary steps should be taken 
to clar^ the purpose and 
character of the under- 
groundi site through full 
access,*^ Kim said. 

Both presidents pledged 
to make every effort to 
ensure a crucial 1994 deal 
under which j^ongyang 
agreed to freeze its nuclear 
programme remained intact 
despite: the latest furore. 

Nortn Korea, in talks this 
week with Clinton's special 
Korea envoy Charles 
Karunan demanded up to 
$300 million to aUow 
access to the suspicious site 
which was spotted by U.S. 
surveillance. (Clinton has 
rejected the demand. 

The two presidents 
2 ^)peared to be io full agree- 
ment over Che handling of 
the crisis after an earlier rift 
over the issue evaporated. 

The shift came when 
Karcman, who had warned 
the 1994 nuclear deal was at 
risk, suddenly backed away 
from earlier claims there 
was “compelling evidence” 
the susp^t site was a 


nuclear facility — a stance 
Seoul objected to. 

Clinton also vowed chat 
the “unsfaakeable alliance” 
between Seoul and 
Washington — under which 
37.000 U.S. troops are sta- 
tioned here — would con- 
tinue and uiged Pyongyang 
to respect its commitments 
under the 1994 nuclear pact 

North Korea however 
slammed the “imperialist” 
U.S. military presence here. 

The U.S. president urged 
the North to give up its 
nucl^ brinkmanship and 
missile sales in favour of the 
potentially more lucrative 
fruits of Kim's Sunshine 
Polidy, which he described 
as ad “historic opporcuaity.” 

A Seoul corporation this 
week launched the first 
tours in 50 years between 
the two Koreas when a ship 
fiiU of South Korean 
tourists arrived in the Noith. 

“Nothing could ever be 
put jinto that hole in the 
ground (underground facili- 
ty) ... that would ^ve North 
Korea as much advantage, 
as much power, as much 
wealth as much happiness, 
as rnore of those ships are 
going up there,” Clinton 
saidJ 

Clinton also praised 
Kim's quest for democracy 
and his economic reform 
efforts, but urged a more 
rapid pace of restructuring 
while expressing concern 
about alleged u^air South 
Korean trade practices, 
notably steel dumping. 

After the summit, Ginton 
took pan In talks with U.S. 
and ' Korean businessmen 
and . civic leaders during 
which he urged Seoul's top 
conglomerates to cooperate 
with reform efforts. 

He later attended a state 
dinner, ahead of a day of 
visiting U.S. military instal- 
lations and troops here 
Sunday. 


Clinton says scandal 
caused a lot of suffering 

GCOI T1 /D'l lie fn niit nap- a\ii/lAn >-0 r\f imnafiohahla 


SEOUL (R) — U.S. 
Pre.sident Bill Clinton 
said Saturday the sex and 
perjury scandal that 
sparked an impeachment 
proceeding was no 
longer a political or legal 
issue for him but a per- 
sonal matter in which 
“there has been a lot of 
suffering.” 

At u joint news confer- 
ence with South Korean 
President Kim Dae-Jung, 
Clinton was asked 
whether he should face 
some kind of punishment 
or apology to bring the 
matter to clo.sure. 

“There has been a lot of 
suffering — that is dif- 
ferent from punishment, 
although it's hard to see 
the difference sometimes 
as you’re going through 
it," Clinton responded. 
“For me. this long ago 
ceased to be a political 
issue or a legal issue and 
became a personal one. 
And every day I do mv 


best to put it right, per- 
sonally.” He said it 
would not be appropriate 
to comment on what 
Congress should do. 

“1 trust the American 
people, and 1 hope 
Congress will do the 
right thing in a non polit- 
ical way, if you will, to 
get beyond the partisan- 
ship and go on,” Clinton 
said. 

While Clinton has been 
half a world away in Asia 
meeting the leaders of 
Japan and South Korea, 
the House Judiciary 
Committee has been pro- 
ceeding with an 
impeachment Inquiry. 
The committee Thursday 
heard from independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr, 
whose report to 
Congress alleging 11 
po.ssibly impeachable 
offences triggered the 
inquiry. 

Starr said during the 
hearing he had not found 


evidence of impeachable 
offences by Clinton in 
the Whitewater land 
deal, the firiog of the 
travel office staff or mis- 
use of FBI files. 

'T do believe that the 
long-awaited acknowl- 
edgement that there is 
nothing on which to pro- 
ceed in the travel issue 
and the Gle issue and 
WUtewater is a positive 
thing,” Clinton said at 
the news conference. 

*T think surely it will 
help us to get this over 
with. But my only con- 
cern, as 1 said, is that we 
get this behind us and go 
on with the business of 
the country," A growing 
number of lawmakers 
said they would not sup- 
port impeachment, but 
some nave discussed 
some kind of punishment 
as an alternative. 

Clinton was in South 
Korea as part of a five- 
day trip to Asia. 



United States President Bill Clinton delivers his speech as South Korean Pre^dent 
Kim Dae-Jung listens during a state dinner. Clinton held talks with the South Korean 
President earlier durii^ the day, focusing on their enga^^ment policy with North 
Korea and Kim's programmes to rebuild an economy sl^ttered by the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis (Keuters photo) 

Tobacco settlement eases only 
one of industry’s problems 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Attorneys general for U3. 
states say the fight against Big 
Tobacco will contint^ even as 
they drop their claims for 
health care reimbursem^ts in 
a historic $206 bilUon settle- 
meat Mtitfa cigarette makers. 

“Most people now realise the 
war against tobacco wtxt’t be 
won in one decisive eogage- 
menC* Christine Gregoire, 
Washington anomey general 
and lea^r of the state i»g^a- 
lois. stud Friday. 

She said the states would 
now encourage Congre&s to 
tighcea the reins on the tobacco 
industry b>; among other 
fiiiogs. giNing the T^od and 
Drag A^niaistration authority 
to regulare tobacco as a drag. 

The 46 U.S. states that had- 
n't already settled iritb the 
industry unanimously support- 
ed the agreement that was 
negotiaud with the tobacco 
companies over the past five 
months. The con^)aiues said 
ch^ would sign it Monday. 

Cigareice prices ore expected 
to rise 35 cents to 40 cents a 
pack to pay for the settlement, 
the big^sc payout ever in the 
history of U.S. drii cases. 

The .settlement resolves one 
big threat to the beleaguered 
tobacco industty, but odier bat- 
tles lie ahead. 

Tobacco companies soil face 
tiufividual and class-actran 
lawsuits by smokers and their 
families, health insurance 


providers and union health 
plans. 

The justice department is 
reportedly conductiiig a crimi- 
ng imestigation into whether 
the industry misled Congress 
about toboc^'s dangers. 

Anti-smoking advocates 
were unhcqrpy that the deal 
extracted fewer concessions 
fiom the indu^ than abroad- 
er S36S5 trillion agreemeDt 
reached in 1997 that later died 
in Congress. 

"The deal concedes fiir too 
much to Big Tobacco and pro- 
vides far too little to pirxect 
public health,” American Lung 
Association chief executive 
John Cartisoo said. 

For stale attooi^s general 
the ctxrice was to the deal 
wid} the biiiioas of dollars (hat 
would come with it or fight the 
tobacco companies in court for 
a better deal while risking the 
chance of losing. 

“The issue for me is whether 
we could win more in court in 
diis case chan is currently on 
the table.” said New Mexico 
Attorney General Tom UdalL 

The answer is easy. We 
cxniid noL" Under the d^ the 
tobacco company payments 
will be distributed to the states 
over 25 years, begmning no 
later than July 2000, and will 
also help finance anti-smoking 
research and education pro 
grammes. 

The companies also wUl give 
up billboard advertising, car- 


toons in ads, branded mer- 
ebandise sales and other mar- 
keting tactics that critics say 
makes smoking more appeal- 
ing to ciuidien. The tobacco 
billboards will come down by 
April. 

Public health advocates 
vowed u> fight in (he state leg- 
islatures to make’ sure the 
money goes to puUic health 
and tobacco control efforts. 

“If the tobacco companies 
think for one minute Qiis is 
going to buy them any peace in 
Massachusetts, they are sadly 
mistaken,” said L^ ’Frcsina, 
spokesw^an for die 
Massachusetts chapter of the 
American Cancer Socie^. 

The tobacco companies who 
n^otiated the set^ment ate 
Philip Morris Cos.. RJ. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co., Brown 
and Williamson Tobacco Cotp. 
and (be Lrmllard Tobacco Co. 

A fifth smaller company. 
Liggeit Group Inc., was a late 
addition to the setdemenL 
Liggett was the first tobacco 
conqnt^ to settle with the 
states but it could have suffered 
fiDanciaUy if it were left out of 
the new' agteemeoL 

Four states — Florida, 
Mmuesota, Misrissippri and 
Texas — had reached settle- 
menis for a combined $40 bil- 
Uon before this proposal was 
created for the remaining 46 
states. 


Congo peace talks end with ceasefire cioser 


GABORONE (AFP) — Talks to 
convince Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) rebels to adopt 
a ceasefire plan ended hero 
Saturday, with rebels and offi- 
cials from a four-nation contact 
group saying progress hod ban 
made towards peace. 

It was clear, however, that a 
final agreement on a ceasefire 
may sail be weeks away, ^ven 
repeated rebel demands that a 
ceasefire can take place only 
after direct n^otiadons nTifa a 
reluctant President Laurent 
Kabila. 

The only real move forward is 
a commitmait that a list of rebel 
amendmenLs to the ceasefire pro- 
posal — worked out in minister- 
ial talks in Lusaka last month — 
be submitted to a new minisierial 
meeting early nc.xt nKmth. 

An official fiom the 14-muion 


Southern Afiican Develi^ment 
Communis iSADC) said die 
mini^eriai meetup ti-as likely to 
lake place in Lusaka on Dec. 6. 

Given the short timescale, 
much work needs to be done to 
achieve a meeting of minds, fol- 
lowing accusations 1:^ the ti^ 
SADC official here that the 
rebels had behaved ‘like a group 
of bandits.” 

The lebeU. led by Congolese 
Rally for Democracy president 
Em^ ^\^ba dia Wamba. bad 
come to the talks Saturday armed 
vrith a revised list of amendments 
after day-long talks Friday ended 
in deadlock and frustration. 

The rebel amendments include 
a demand that there can be no 
ceasefire in the 1 fi-week-old con- 
flict without prior direct oe^ida- 
dons with Kabila. 

Kabila has refused to meet the 


retels, insisting they are merely a 
fiotu for Uganda and Rwanda, 
whose armies are backing the 
rriseUion, ostensibly (o further 
(heir own security concents in the 
volatile r^ion. 

■ Tlte rebels are further deritand- 
ing that be included as an 
offidal dele^ttion at all future 
meetings, including a plamied 
regional summit in Pretoria on 
Dec. S — when diploniais hqte a 
ceasefire can be ratified. 

to now the nriteis have been 
held at aim's len^ allowed 
only to participate in proximiiy 
talks, like dxtse in Gaborone. 

The rebels ore also insisting 
that Sudan and Chad be added to 
a list of countries which ore (nxv 
vidii% militaiy support for 
Kabila’s government forces in 
the DRC, joning Angola, 
Nflmih ia and Zimbabwe. 


“We are closer to a ceasefire, 
and (fiiM n^oiiadons. than ever 
before,” a smiling rebel 
spokesman Bizuna Koraha told 
AFP. 

The amendments were 
thrashed out in proximity talks 
involving an African contact 
group set up by the SADC — 
Zambia, South Africa, Tanzania 
and Mozambique — and the 
ntitel team, as well as OAU and 
UX envoys. 

SADC executive secretory. 
Kaire Mbuende conceded at a 
press confeicDce diat the submis- 
sion would have no binding 
authority. 

‘There are 'pru^josed amend- 
ments that have been submined 
to the relevant authcrity to locri: at 
foem and (fiscuss and (ake a final 
position on those amendments.” 
he said. 


The amendroeus bad been 
reached only after “fou^ negoti- 
adons”. he said. 

There -has been forward and 
backward movement, but the 
(KTsistcDi message was a com- 
niitmeni to peaceful s^demenL 
From our point of view they are 
ready to join the peace initiative. 
>^cb is already under way." 

An angry Ml^rxle had earlier 
lushed out 01 the rebels* behav- 
iour in comments to r^rorters 
before Saturday's delayed 
resumption of tall^ to which the 
rebels arrived an hour late. 

"We were terribly disappomted 
that we got a comnvtmeni that 
wc thought would lead to a 
breakthrough and then there was 
a turruround.'' be said of Friday 
night’s breakdown. 

‘‘We didn't see the statesman- 
ship that we maybe wron^y 


attributed to tiiem. They were 
behaving like a group of ban- 
dits.'' an exasperated Mbuende 
said "We took these people 
maybe tnore seriously tbmi we 
sbe^have.” 

The four-man n^l delegadon 
— who (fiploroats said often 
appeared to be divided among 
themselves — bad fiusnaied 
diplomats by insisting that a 
ceasefire document riiould cite 
Kabila’s government fwgenod- 
dal acts ag ains t ethnic Tutsis in 
eastern DRC 

*TVe did advise fiom time to 
time that some of the de m an ds 
wiD complice the proccK as 
opposed to facilitating the 
process, and I think diat betwem 
yesteidt^ and tod;^ we found 
the conclusion and the latest 
d an a n ds are more fadluating,'’ 
Mbuende said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

German foreign minister asks NATO 
to rethink nuclear strategy 

BERLIN (AFP) — Gennan Foreign Minists Josebka 
Fischer wants NATO to reconsider its first-u» nuclear 
strategy, he says In an iot^ew with Der Spiegel to 
appear Monday. *The situation in terms of security poli- 
cy has been fundamentally transfoanedT and this should 
be "discussed openly within the Atlantic alliance.” 
NATO’s current strat^, he said, al^s use of nuclear 
weapons in a first instance. T told the secretary general 
of the alHance, Javi^ Solana, that we wanted to talk 
about this becaose we see things differently” said 
Fischer, a leader <^tbe Greens Party in tire coalitioa gov- 
enmienc. Cemiany, he said, is now “surrounded by 
ffiends” and there are no longer “armoured dhrisions on 
its interior ffontier that couldpush through to the English 
Channel in 48 hours.” NATO is due to adopt a new soat^ 
gjc nuclear plan at its sunuDit in Washin^n next April. 
Fisebtf also called in the interview for Ac creation of a 
second chamber in European PariiamenL “Freely elected 
national parliameots r^er than govemroents could 
name delegates to this chamber,” he said. “National 
poUtical elites would thus be associated with Europe,” 
with the result being a “real European r^aesentation.” 

Illegal immigrants set to protest 
in several French cities 

PARIS (AP) — Dlegal immigrtmts were to take to the 
streets Saturday in several French cities, asking that the 
French government give them residency status. 
Afternoon protests were planned for Paris, as well as 
Orleans, Le Havre, Bordeaux and Lille. About forty anti- 
racism 'groups, several labour unions and members of the 
Greens party were to march with the illegal immigrants. 
The planned protests were seen as a test of a movement 
dial l^gan in \9^ with a two-month-long occupation of 
a Paris church by 300 Afiican illegal iznmigrwts. The 
Socialist-led French government has legalised the status 
of some 76,000 ilieg^ immigrants but has rejected resi- 
dency requested for more than 64.000 others. The 
Greens, represented by Environment Minister 
Dominique Voynet, have called for the government to 
provide residency status for aU illegal immigrants, who 
in French are called *‘sans papiers” of those without 
papers. Prime Minister Lionel Jospin has been more gen- 
erous in granting residency permits to illegal iminigraDCs 
than the previous conservative government. But the far 
right National Front which blames high unemployment 
on tmmigrams- has accused Jospin of being too soft on 
die issue. 

Three dead, 34 hospitalised in food 
poisoning at Japan’s nursing home 

TOKYO (AFP) — Food poisoning at a nursing home in 
Japan left three dead and 34 hospitalised as residents ate 
m^s infocted with 0-157 colon bacillus, municipd 
health officials said Saturday. Health officials in 
Yamaguchi prefecture said two residents died In ho^ita] 
^qir£iy^fo.dte 81 )^ town of Fuse. Another resident 
^ed Thursday, ti^e officials “We have deteirted O- 
157 in the m^s served at the nursing home, but we can- 
not yet detemune the source of infection,” said an offi- 
cial at the soutbero prefocture's health depajrpncnu The 
official said 33 residents and one of the nursing home's 
staff bad been hospitalised About 20 of them bad riot 
shown any symptoms, but they were hospitalised for dis- 
infection. the official said. The bacillus was believed to | 
be present in meals served Monday when some residents ' 
began complaining of diarrhoea, the official said 

Sweden arrests armed man 
who sought meeting with premier 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish police arrested a man 
armed with a gun who had gone to the office >of Prime 
Minister Goe^ Persson to seek a meeting, the daily 
AftonbJadet reported Saturday. The 40-year-old man, j 
j whose identity was not disclosed in accordance with I 
Swedish law. was arrested after placing an unloaded gun 
on the reception counter after be was asked to wait. 
Police cbaiged him with canying an unauthorised 
weapon. A few days eariier, the man had written to 
Persson asking for assistance after losing custody of a 
daughter. Swedish authorities have been particularly ! 
gun-shy since the 1986 assassination of E^ime Minister I 
Olof F^lme, who was shot dead in a Stockholm street 
The murder was never solved. 

I Two- bedroom apartment sells 

for $15 million 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The two bedroom pent- 
house apartment boasts a wraparound teiiace, floor-to- I 
ceiling windows and a spectacular view of the San | 
Francisco Bay area. But is it really worth SIS million? 

I Charlton Buckler thinks so. Thurs^y, he purchased the 
apartment and aU its fomiture from oil heir Billy Getty. ! 
“It's one of a kind,” said real estate agent Rich^ 'Weil I 
of Hill and Co., whiefo represented Buckley. There's : 
nothing like it in tiie world,” The 24th-floor penthouse 
has an unparalleled 360-degree view of the bay area and 
is located in the tony nei^bouihood of Russian Hill. 
Realtors say the sale makes it the most expensive home 
In a city with a sk]mketing housing market, eclipsing 
the estimated $6 million author Danielle Steel reported- 
ly paid for her sprawling Pacific Heights mansion. “That 
does appear to be the most expensive two-bedroom ; 
apar^nt I’ve ever heard of,” Ilyce GUnk, a nationally 
syndicated real estate columnist and book - autiior in 
Chit^o, said Friday. It beats the $9 J million billionaire 
David Koch reportedly paid in 1994 for Jackie Onassis' 
15th-floor apartoent overlooking New York’s Central 
Park. ‘It’s location, location, location, views, celebrity: 
add it all up and youWe got a nice price,” she said. 
Buckl^ can certainly afford it He tccentiy sold a string 
of radio stations for $125 miUion. 

15 die in coid snap in Poland 

WARSAW (AIT) — Fifteen people have died in a cold 

accompanied by heavy snowfall, which has gripped 
Poland for foe past five days, with temperatures cfipping k> 
minus 15 degr^ Celsius, RsulioTrojkkxqpoitedSatunjm. 
Most of the victinK were men, homeless or drunks, aged 
26 to 59, police said, who have made available six h o ufes 
m a fonner barracks of the disbanded ZOMOriotpoIicb tb j 
shelter the homeless. The ftozen body of a 4(>:y^rOld.' 
man who died, of hypotiiermia was ibimd hy cm ' 

their way to school in a village in tire noitbof^-cdifotiy; 
while another . 32-year-old man wu'ibund^a £^.hundEed. 
metres firom his home in the soufoeasL'-' 
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Yeltsin vows to punish 



killers of reformist deput 
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lndraiesiaii students shout slogans as they ride on a bus through central Jakarta. Anti-govennrient protests have 
failed to gain momentum since Friday as the city stayed quiet and ousted President Suharto went fishing (Reuters 
photo) 


Indonesia plans new probe into Suharto wealth 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Embattled Indonesian 
President BJ. Habibie will 


setup a new commission to 
investigate the wealth of 
ou^d President Suharto, a 
senior official said 
Satiny. 

State Secretary Akbar 
Tan^ung said the cozniuis- 
sioQ would be formed soon 
after CQOsultations with key 
■ninisters includiug Defence 
Minister General Wiramo. 

- 'The commission will 
comprise people that haNe 
inte^ty and high credibili- 
ty,'' Akbar told reporters. 

Akbar said the probe 
would include charities and 
foundations headed by 
Suharto, but he did not say 
if it would extend to the 
reviled former leader's fam- 
ily and fiiends, many of 
whom are prominent busi- 
nesspeople. 

Newspapers estimated the 


Suharto family amassed $40 
billion during his autocratic 
32 year rule that ended in 
May amid widespread riot- 
ing that killed more than 
1,200 people. 

Students and pro-democ- 
racy protesters, who have 
taken to Jakarta’s streets in 
their thousands in recent 
weeks, have demanded an 
independent investigation 
into the Suharto family 
wealth. 

They say a separate probe 
by Attorney-General 

Muhammad Ghalib is a 
whitewash with leading 
opposition figure Amien 
Rais Thursday dismissing 
Ghalib as Suhano's “PR 
official” defending bis fam- 
Uy. 

The capital was quiet 
Saturday, with about 700 
students staging a peaceful 
demonstration in the city 
centre not far from the 


green suburban house 
where Suharto has (ived for 
more chan 30 years. 

Th^ were prevented by 
heavily armed troops wield- 
ing riot shields and batons 
from marching to Suharto's 
home. 

Suharto himself has gone 
fishing in the 'Thousand 
Islands” chain in Jakarta 
bay. officials said Friday. 

It is believed to be the first 
time Suharto has left Jakarta 
after handing over power in 
May to Habibie, tus hand- 
picked successor. 

At least another 14 people 
died lasr week in clashes 
between troops and protest- 
ers demanding faster and 
greater economic reform. 

The latest round of vio- i 
lence was the worst since ' 
the May riots and turned the , 
city centre into a battle zone ' 
and closed the main airport 
road. 


Earlier Saturday, the rul- 
ing Golkar party vowed to 
set up an independent 
inquiry into the Suharto 
wealth. 

Golkar parliamentary 
chief Marzuki Darusman 
told reporters the team 
should come from govern- 
ment and other parties who 
are trusted by the public 
and credible. 

Darusman said Suharto 
should be immediately 
placed under house arrest 
once the inquiry team was 
established. 


SAINT PETERSBURG, 
Russia (AFP) — The 
Russian interior minister 
Saturday took personal 
charge of the prot« into 
the murder of a promi- 
nent reformist deputy, as 
President Boris Yeltsin 
vowed stilf punishment 
for the “insolent** killers. 

Yeltsin ordered interior 
chief Set^ei Stepashin to 
Cake “urgent measures” 
to bring to book gunmen 
who killed independent 
liberal deputy Galina 
Starovoytova late Friday 
with three filets to the 
head. 

Her pariiamentary' 
assistant Ruslan Linkov 
suffered two bullet 
wounds to the neck but 
doctors said he had a 70 
per cent chance of sur- 
viving following a four- 
hour operation. 

Starovoytova, 52, a for- 
mer Yeltsin advisor on 
ethnic affairs, was the 
first woman politician to 
be assassinated in mod- 
em times, reports said, 

in a letter to the speak- 
er of parliament Yeltsin 
said he was “shocked and 
outraged to the depths of 
my soul.” by the murder 
and had taken the affair 
under his “personal con- 
trol-** 

“Those who ordered 
and carried out this inso- 
lent crime will not be 
able to hide,** he said. In 
a separate telegramroe of 
condolence to the family, 
cited by Interfax, the 
prcsidcm said: “Our duly 


is to find and punish the 
kilJers.” 

Prime Minister 

Yevgeny Primakov also 
condemned the attack 
and promised to punish 
those behind this late.st 
act of “bandit^’” 

"The criminals will 
certainly be tracked 
down.” Primakov 

pledged. 

City public prosecutor 
Ivan Fedoruk refused to 
say whether irolitics had 
been the motive for the 
murder, saying: “I do not 
lend more credence to 
one (theory) over anoth- 
er." 

Robbery seemed 
unlikely, however, as 
investigators found 
$1,700 on the deceased. 
The murder weapons 
were discarded as the 


crime scene. 

Stepashin said a joint 
task force had been set 
up to conduct the inquiry, 
and that he would report 
to Yeltsin and Primakov 
later. 

T can tell you with cer- 
tainty that this murder 
will be resolved.” he told 
a press conference here. 
“The volume of activity 
we are currently under- 
taking and the composi- 
tion of the investigation 
squads are without 
precedent.” 

Local Interfax corre- 
spondent Olga Krupenye 
^parently was one of the 
f^t to learn of the attack 
when Linkov reached her 
on his mobile phone just 


before passing out. 

“He called me in an 
incredible state of voice, 
saying Calloa 

Vasiliyevna 

(Starovoytova) had just 
been attacked." a visibly 
shaken Krupenye said on 
state television. 

“He gave me the 
addres.s. 1 asked him how 
she was and he said: ‘1 
don't know, .she's lying 
on the landing and I'm 
wounded'.” before losing 
consciousness, she said. 

A co-president of the 
liberal “Democratic 
Russia" party. 

Starovoyto^'a was an out- 
spoken opponent of 
Communist and national- 
ist parties who dominate 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

She was also one of the 
most active opponents of 


Saint Petersburg gover- 


nor Vladimir Yakovlev 
and recently took charge 
of a broad-based liberal 
coalition to challenge 
him in city-wide elec- 
tions due Dec. 6. 

Yakovlev said the mur- 
der had left him 
“shocked and deeply 
indignant,” ITAR-TASS 
reported. 

The feisty deputy was 
also a potential rival of 
Duma speaker Gennady 
Seleznyov, who was to 
run against her in Saint 
Petersburg in December 
1999 legislative polls. 
Last October, a senior 
Seleznyov aide working 
on his campuign was 


seriously injured io an 
attempted assassination 
here. 

A town hall official 
who asked not to be 
named said: “It's not the 
first political murder in 
Saint Petersburg. 

Perhaps it's linked to the 
fact that several democ- 
ratic leaders come from 
our city and they create 
obstacles for someone.” 

Deputy Governor 
Mikbail Manevich, in 
charge of the city's pri- 
vatisation programme, 
was shot dead by a sniper 
in August last year. TTie 
killer has not been 
caught. 

The murder of the 
widely-respected 
Starovoytova, an outspo- 
ken opponent of the 
botched 1994-96 war in 
Chechenya. triggered a 
chorus of condemnation 
across the political spec- 
trum and a flood of trib- 


utes. 

An emotional Yegor 
Gaidar, a former acting 
premier. said 

Starovoytova's democra- 
tic convictions had cost 
her her life. 

“Democracy in Russia 
is possible.” he told 
Moscow Echo radio. 

“Galina Starovoytova 
devoted these last few 
years to proving this triv- 
ial fact, but which still 
needs to be demonstrat- 
ed. It is a great shame 
that she had to pay for 
this with her life” 


YOU GOT QUESTIONS?? 


Top obstetrician 


causes stir with ethnic 



theories on childbirth 


PARIS (AP) — A proini- 
aent French obstetrician is 
headlines for say- 
ing foetuses of black 
women reach term one lull 
week before the expected 
delivery date for 
Caucasian women. 

Emile Papiemik, widely 
regarded as France's lead- 
iog obstetrician, says in 
Passeur de Vie,” (The 
Delivery Man), that under- 
standing racial distinc- 
tions can help doctors save 
the. lives of newborns 
delivered dangerously past 
tbeir due date. 

'Recogoisiog that differ- 
ence allows doctors to 
b^n monitoring pregnant 
Amcan mothers one week 
earlier” he said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

This can cut in half pre- 
natal deaths, foetal dis- 
tress, during delivery and 
the neo-natal damage 
tt^iated with post-terra 
births.** But with that theo- 
ry, the man who opened 
Piece’s first authorised 
abt^on clinic and helped 
conceive. the nation's first 
test-tube baby is causing a 
■sm again.. 

"Is Papiemik Racist?” 
pie' magazine headlined 
its review. 

The article concluded 
that he wasn’t. 

"Tbe ethnic ethics of 

■ Prof. .Papiemik,” the cen- 
^right paper Le Figaro 
-*»ubtitled its article. 

^ Papiemik, -head of 
obstetrics at the Port- 
Royal Hospital in Paris, 
has-pubUshed several arii- 
cles on facial differences 
in prs^'aincy duration. 

■ In France, about two 
iiif^Ldeaihs per 1,000 are 
-Caused by perinatal coni- 

THcaiions, ineaning those 
^ OiCcur three months 
osfoie delivery to seven 

jBui, Papiemik says. 

. rpsc .numbers don't 
the hundreds of 
babies, who survive, often 


ethics 


with lifelong handicaps 
and developmental delays 
that require longierra care. 

“Is there anything more 
traumatic than losing a 
healthy baby in the days 
preceding or during deliv- 
eryT' Papiemik says. "It 
can be avoided without 
expensive, advanced tech- 
nology — just changing 
the attitude that all preg- 
nancies are the same. ' 
“It's so simple, it knocks 
you over!" he said. 

But getting out his mes- 
sage has not been so easy. 

France's top left-leaning 
dailies, Le Monde and 
Liberation, have published 
nothing on the book, 
which Papiemik terras a 
“blackout.” 

“Racial difference is not 
politically correct among 
Socialists," he said. 

Liberation's science 
writer, Eric Favreau. said 
the paper had "no room 
for stories tliat didn't add 
anythins exceptional.” and 
Le Monde claimed it never 
received the book. 

Papiemik says he knows 
firsthand about the danger 
of racial criteria. As a 
child during World War n, 
he narrowly escaped a 
roundup of Parisian Jews. 
His father perished at 
Auschwitz. 

But he argues that 
acknowledsing racial oir- 
ferences is the first step m 
achieving equality in med- 
ical care. 

"As a doctor, i can ten 
YOU in numbers 
lost about the stupidity of 
political correctness, he 

i'aid- c.^.- 

Papiemik points to fort- 
de-France, Maitinique| 
where he elaims pennat^ 

deaths have dropped^m 

seven or eight per I. (W to 

about four since the city s 
major hospitals adopted 

reethods 

have ^en standard proce- 
Sure here for years.’' sa.d 


Danielle S^nte-Rose, 
head of the Redoute 
Maternity Clinic at Fort- 
de-France's teaching hos- 
pital, Centre Hospiiaiier 
Universitaire. 

“For example, if a 
patient is black, we let her 
go into labour at 36 weeks 
if she's ready. If she's 
Caucasian, we give drugs 
until the 37ih week or 
longer to delay labour.” 
she said. 

But Saime-Rose said 
Papiemik’s method was 
among several factors — 
such as the closing of 
small maternity clinics 
and better prenatal care — 
that have reduced prenatal 
deaths. 

Clinics in Singapore 
applying Papiemik's find- 
ings also say they have 
reduced prenatal deaths 
among babies of Indian 
origin", who mature earlier 
than babies of Chinese ori- 
gzo. according to medical 
papers Papiemik showed 
The Associated Press. 

“Papiemik’s research is 
very innovative and has 
far-reaching implications 
with practical applica- 
tions,” said Greg 
Alexander, Chairman of 
the Dept, of Maternal and 
Child Health at the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. 

Alexander, who has 
written several articles 
with Papiemik. said the 
findings were helping 
overturn commonly 
accepted theories of gesta- 
tion formed 150 years ago 
on the basis of Britain's 
predominantly Caucasian 
population. 

But Mouloud Aounii, a 
French anti-racism 

activist, warned that the 
material could be exploit- 
ed outside the scientific 
comiminity. 

“A doctor doesn’t have 
control over how his work 
is interpreted,'* Aounit 
said. 
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Extradition dilemmas 

INTERNATIONAL LAW relatii^ to extradition, 
as well as human rights issues, has been pnt into 
new focus over the last month, to say the least. ^Wth 
the Pinochet saga between Ctiile and the U.K. still 
unresolved, the detention of and a subsequent 
lYiridsh extradition request for Abdullah Ocalan, 
leader of the Kordish Labour Party (PKK), have 
pushed bilateral ties between two more coontries, 
Tbrkey and Italy in this case, almost to the break- 
ing point. As in the I^ochet case, the cmx of the 
matter lies in differing views of international oblig- 
ations and interpretations of the law. 

'Hirkey is seeking Ocalan's extradition for his 
leading role in the Kurdish fight for a homeland in 
the southeastern part of tiie country, a conflict that 
has claimed anywhere &om 29,000 to 37,000 lives 
since 1984. Although be was detained upon arrival 
in Rome, an Italian court ordered Ocalan's release 
after ruling out his extradition to Itarkey. The 
Turkish request was turned down because the 
Italian constitution does not allow the extradition 
of suspects to coontries that employ the death 
penalty. In addition, Italy has ratified the 
International Covenant on Ovil and Political 
R^ts, which on state parties to reduce the 
application of capital punishment to the bare min- 
imom, as well as the a^tionai protocol which pro- 
hibits the death penalty, no matter how grave the 
crime. 

In response to the refusal, the Hirkish govern- 
ment and business community have started level- 
ling threats against Italy, including boycotts and 
warnings of ‘^eternal ho^ity/* Vl^t is missing 
from the onsiai^t, unfortunately, is a consistent 
legal ai^ument for the extradition request to be ful- 
filled. T^key’s atrodoos human rights record (two 
Kurds reportedUy died yesterday in police custody 
following a crackdown on PKK supporters) and 
concerns over Ocalan receiving a fair trial do not 
facilitate an extradition either. 

Ocalan, nevertheless, must answer a number of 
questions. A U.S.-based human rights group, in an 
appeal to Italy to refuse Ocalan political asylum, 
attributed 768 extra judldal kUlings to the PKK 
carried out between 1990 and 1992. What compli- 
cates the issue for Ibrkey and Italy is the fact that 
the Kurdish leader was mounting a '‘^stn^gle for 
liberation,” which entailed acts of violence gainst 
both military personnel and civilians. Every so- 
called war of liberation involves violence that could 
be viewed as terrorism depending on the eye of the 
beholder. 

It is obvious that there are a number of difficult 
issues to come to terms with in the dispute between 
Italy and Ibrkey. If the evidence warrants a trial 
for Ocalan, as seems the case, then he should face 
justice in a fair manner. On the other hand, any 
complicity by the Ihrkish aimy or govemmeot in 
the type of atrocities pinned to the PKK, which has 
been documented in a number of cases, should not 
go unpunished either. The whirie issue has had at 
least one beneficial effect: to highlight the ongoing 
pattern of human rights abuses, committed by both 
sides, in 'Hirkey. What seems clear, though, is that 
if Italy extradites Ocalan to Ibrkey at this point, 
(he whole issue will drop into the shadows again, to 
the detriment of all pai^es involved. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ral's Raja Elissa lashed out at the United States for pok- 
ing its nose wbeie it doesn't belong by inteifering in other 
countries' internal disputes. ^^^lshingtoIl, said Hwaa, 
announced h is aimiig to remove Saddam Hiissem, because 
he undennines human rights in his country. Washington has 
a long histcty of interfering in otoer states* affaifs, said 
Hi-wa; former American Pr^ident Ronald Reagan ordered 
jet lighters to strike Tripoli in a bid to kill Muammar 
(^adhafi. who also accoidmg to America violates human 
rights: the U.S. is currently involved in Malaysia's internal 
problems by supporting fb^r ininister Anwar Ibrahim who 
is in jail: in '78 Washington refused to help the Shah after the 
eruption of the Islamic revolution in Iran and refused to grant 
him political atylum. The Erencfa fordgn rainistei; according 
to Bissa. criticised i^eadent Qinton for inteifering in Iraq 
domestic problems by saying that interfering in other coun- 
tries* aftaiis is not the policy of France. Eli^ said it is the 
Iraqi people who decide whether they want Saddam or not 
and they are capable of toppling him if they decide to. 

Al Dustour's editorial comnmted on the latest develop- 
ment in the peace process between the Palestinian Natioi^ 
Authority arid Israel after the latter started the long over-due 
troop withdrawals ftom pans of the ^^%st Bank. The Wye 
River memtxandum. recently signed between the PNA and 
Israel also stipulates that Isr»l should fioe Palestinian pris- 
oners atxJ allow the PNA to have its own airport The paper 
criticised the Israeli leadoshg) fcx delaying the withdra\^. 
Israel insists on not fiilfillmg its obligations: it amended the 
original plans for withdrawal, and it failed to release the pris- 
oners a^eed upon, claimed tire paper. Such Israeli measures 
are grounds ftx observers to beli^ that fiirdier progress \rill 
not be easily made, said Al Dustour. The p^)er urged the 
United States to piess Israel to meet hs obligations. 


How stable is Jordan? 


LOOKING AT the strong points in Jordanian society and 
the Jordanian economy we find stability at the top of the 
list, especially in the literature produced by Jordanians. 
Looking at the weak points and prevailing rislu tn 
Jordan, on the other hand, we fmd instability high on the 
list, especially in foreign references and writings. 

Is Jordan politically, socially and economic^y stable 
or unstable? It is not right to live with this contrLiiction 
— which concerns a vital properly of a country — which 
must be resolved once and for all. Stability or lack of it 
is crucial to Jordan's future development, and cannot be 
left in the balance without a proper and definite answer. 

Those who claim that Jordan is stable, point out that 
the Jordanian state was formed over seventy five yearn 
ago to become one of the oldest contemporary And) 
states in the region. The Hashemite regime is well estab- 
lished and has been uninterrupted. ITie only similaiiy 
surviving Arab regime in the Arab Peninsula is the Saudi 
regime. 


Political stability is obvious as demonstrated by the 
absence of military or civilian revolutions, which has 
plagued most other Arab countries. Parliamentary life 
was practised even before formal independenre was 
attained. The Jordanian constitution is democratic, pro- 
gressive and one of the best among Arab con^turions. 

Internally the situation is gener^y stable, individuals 
are safe, violence is non-existent, private property is pro- 
tected feom confiscation and nationalisation as has nm 
been the case in other places in the region. Jordan is 
receptive to foreigners and offer a friendly atmosphere. 

On the other hand, those who claim that Jordan is 
unstable, point out that the political position of Jordan is 
in the eye of the storm of the Arab Israeli extended con- 
flict. 

The geographical position of Jordan in the Middle East 
is unstable and explosive. The world looks at Jon^ 
only as part of the Middle EasL Instability in the region 
reflects negatively on Jordan. 


Why Arab nations must 
have democracy? 


By Pascal B, Kanny 

IT IS good and welcoming news that 
Qatar has taken steps tow^s democ- 
racy and is working on drafting a per- 
manent constitution with subsequent 
elections for a le^slative council. 
Qatar has already initiated proceed- 
ings for municipal councils elections, 
and in fact elections for a Chamber of 
Commerce have taken place. It has 
also partly lifted certain prohibitions 
which shackle the freedom of women. 

Kuwait was a pioneer among the 
Gulf states in establishing democracy 
and pluralism. It has a democratically 
elected parliament, recognised plural- 
ism of parties and has freedom of the 
press. It is high time that all Arab 
countries including the other Gulf 
Arab states should follow the path of 
democracy and pluralism of parties. 
Democracy is a guarantee of stability 
and render states less prone to mili- 
tary coups. 

In his book “Preparing for the 
TVenty-Firsi Century”, the Historian 
Paul Kennedy writes: "Far from 
preparing for the twenty-first century, 
the Arab and Muslim World appears 
to have difficulty in coming to terms 
with the nineteenth century with its 
composite legacy of secularisation, 
democracy, laissez-faire economics, 
transitiond industrial and commer- 
cial linkages, social change and intel- 
lectual questioning.” 

Some Arab writers retaliated that 
Paul Kennedy is not fur to the Arab 
and Muslim World and, typically of 
Western writers, is biased against it,. 
However, the well-known Egyptian 
writer Dr. Faud Zakaria defend^ the 
writer, saying that he was right in his 
assessment of the Arab and Muslim 
World — the Arab World is still pre- 
occupied with the questions we were 
preoccupied with in the 19th century: 
the women’s veil, whether a woman 
should work or not, the onset of the 
moon months. 

It seems then that there is a meeting 
of minris but not Ottly between Paul 
Kennedy and Dr. Fuad Zakaria. 
Another member of this club is Al 
Sadiq Al Mahdi. a former Sudanese 
prime minister and a well-respected 
Arab Muslim leader. In answer to 
que:»tions put to him by the Jineen 


Centre for Strategic Stodies Al Mahdi 
stated, inter alia, as follows: 'The 
first problem in the Arab World is that 
the Arab peoples are 'colonised inter- 
nally', If we consider the matter from 
the point of view of the division 
which exists in the world of Islam 
between Sunnis and Shiites. The rea- 
son for this division is due to the fact 


‘Far from 
preparing for the 
twenty-first 
century, the 
Arab and Muslim 
World appears to 
have difficulty in 
coming to terms 
with the 
nineteenth 
century...’ 


that the Shiites look for an infallible 
Imam while the Sunnis consider him 
a normal human being subject to 
questioning and accountability. At 
present the Arab governing political 
leaderships are like the infallible 
Shiite Imam who does not err, and all 
state organs are ready to prove his 
infallibility. We have no means to 
correct the wrong which the leader 
commits, and thus he acts as be wish- 
es with no accountability for his 
uttering or acts.” 

Al Mahdi further claims that the 
“Israeli people have the advantage of 


superior economic and military c^>a- 
bilides because they enjoy fiill fi^-. 
dom of choice, legaJ rights and enjoy 
competitive and creative capabilities. 
But the Arab peoples are deprived of 
those rights and privileges. How can 
a people whose bands are tied and 
shackled defeat a fiee people.'* In 
Mahdi's opioion the most important 
factor which renders the capabilities 
of our people stultified or ineffective 
is the infallibility of the political lead- 
ership and the governing of the peo- 
ple by “fire and iron". This is a great 
and substantial weakness which does 
not allow any lee-way for competi- 
tiveness and creativity despite the 
fact that we are approaching the end 
of the 20tb century, says Al Mahdi. 

From the above it is clear that 
democracy must be implemented in 
aU Arab countries to enable people 
themselves to shape their destinies. 
Arab leaderships will thus become 
accountable for their actions, and will 
not be able to govern arbitrarily and 
despotically. It is high time for the 
Arabs to emulate the democracy and 
pluralism prevailing in European 
states and elsewhere. Arab leaders 
should listen to public opinion as may 
be expressed by a free media or in 
occasional polls. They must encour- 
age the establishment of democracy, 
liberalism and respect for human 
rights. 

It is only by such means toat the 
Arabs can change the gloomy petcep- 
tions of the Arab World that Kennedy, 
Dr. Zakaria and Al Mahdi all extol. 
The Arabs may then achieve a bright 
and prosperous feture, play an effec- 
tive role in world politick and eco- 
nomic affeirs and renew their glori- 
ous past Otherwise the Arab peoples . 
will remain subservient to the more 
advanced liberal West and this will 
consequently shape the Arab peoples’ 
future and destiny. 

Qatar will be acting wisely when it 
finally issues its constitution and pro- 
ceeds towards the election of a demo- 
cratically elected parliamenL 

The writer was an advocate in Palestine 
in 1944 and. for many years, legal officer 
at Ut4RWA headquarters in Beirut and 
\flenna. 


There is also a lot of uncertainty, plenty of snrpri^. 
beside certain sensitive questions open tor speculation 
by foreign media who like to rmse question marks and 
second-guess the obvious. 

One cannot also ignore the demogr^Aic structure of 
the Jordanian society, the weak foundations of democra- 
cy in the absence of strong political parties and other 
civil society organisations, the double or multiple loyal- 
ties, and the ease with which others can infiltiate the 
Jonknian politicsd structure. Some observers even claim 
that Jordan is but a strong central regime struggling to 
build a state, rather t^ a state that produced a regime. 

Stability is of the utmost importance for social, eco- 
nomic and political perfonnance and progress. Jordon 
has some very strong points in this respect to its crediL 
The weak points are mostly transitionaL They lend them- 
selves to resolving. They are curable and must be dealt 
with seriously widi all ^ political will that the people 
and the government of JcHdan can spare. 




Love those trees! 

To the editon 

DURING MY daily walk I keep noticing the drying of 
branches and the wilting of leaves on many tiees plant- 
ed on the pavements. It is obvious that these trees 
haven't been watered for a long-time. (I know we are in 
the autumn season, but I can assure you that I differen- 
tiate between a tiuisty tree and a wilting tree nearing the 
end of its life). I really don't expect the Greater Amman 
Municipality to do all the necessary wat^og, but I do 
expect the ensccmced residents of the houses and the 
owners of shops opposite to these “necessities of life" to 
make an effort and water them. What really irritates is 
that some of these trees are planted in fixmt of fancy 
shops selling expensive items such as jewellery which 
mfeans that the owners can afford to fill a bucket with 
water and water the trees before their shops. Alas they 
don’t bother. 

What does it take or what is needed to be done to make 
tile people of tiiis country love and care for trees. 

Akef A. Qusous, 

Amman. 


Israel under fire 
for neglect of 
Palestinians 


By Waleed Sadi 


ISRAEL CAME under 
scrutiny last week in 
Geneva when its initial 
report on the extent of its 
implementation of the 
Intemational Covenant on 
Economic. Social, and 
Cultural Rights was consid- 
ered by the U.N. 
Committee for Social, 
Economic and Cultural 
Rights for the first time 
ever. 

The first criticism was 
over Israel's reluctance to 
become a state party to toe 
Covenant, having ratified it 
only in 1992, some twenty 
six years after toe Covenant 
came into force. Not only 
toat, but Israel took more 
than six years to submit its 
initial re^rt and by to get 
into step with its treaty 
obligations. 

On toe local front, toe 
first objection raised by toe 
Committee members was 
over its declared cbafacter- 
isatioD as a Jewish state. 
The IsraeU report went out 
of its way to depict toe 
country as a Jewish state, 
somet^g which is anathe- 
ma to international norms. 
By so describing toe state, 
Israel was found guilty of 
discrimination z^g^st non- 
Jewish groups living in toe 
county. There is ipso facto 
a differential treatment 
being accorded to people in 
Israel who are not Jews. 

Hie current govenunent 
of Israel was also found to 
be moving to the right not 
only politically but eco- 
nomically. This was reflect- 
ed in the 1997 model of toe 
Draft Basic law in Israel 
which eroded economic, 
social and cultural rights 
and rendered them inferior 
to other rights in toe coun- 
try. GendOT discrimination 
was also highlighted by toe 
human rights experts man- 
ning toe Committee. 

Where Israel came under 
fiercest attack, though, was 
over toe occupied territo- 
ries where Israel still denies 
toe application of toe 
Covenant to toe Palestinian 
areas under effective con- 
trol. The Israeli delegation 
WM told point blank toat in 
principle the Covenant 
which Israel had ratified 


applies not only to main- 
land Israel, but also to all 
toe territories still under its 
functional control. Even in. 
Area A, where the 
Palestinian National 
Autoority (PNA) enjoys a 
semblance of control. Israel 
still calls all toe shots and 
pulls all toe strings since 
these areas are in fact 
enclaves under toe thumb 
of Israeli occupation. No 
one can enter or leave these 
so called self-rule areas 
without toe direct pennis- 
sion of Israel itself. Until 
toe final status talks are 
conducted and concluded, 
and sovereignty is turned 
over to toe PNA, Israel 
must be viewed as toe con- 
trolling power and toere- 
fore responsible for toe 
economic, social, and cul- 
tural rights of toe 
Palestinian people. 

Israel was also drilled 
over toe so-called ethnic 
bomb toat it is developing, 
but toe Israeli delegation 
offered no explanation, 
claiming toat it knows 
nothing about toe Sunday 
Tunes reporL 

The Israeli delegation 
was. furtoennore. reticent 
over toe Dimona Nuclear 
plant and toe threat to life 
toat it poses. Even the non- 
distribution of gas masks to 
toe Palestinians drew fire 
from some members. 

It was also suggested toat 
toe Palestinian refugees 
seeking repmriation and or 
compeosation can draw 
support feom the Covenant 
over and above what the 
U.N. General Assembly 
Resolution 194 provides. 

All in all, Israel faced a 
daunting experience having 
failed to extricate itseff 
ffom its responsibilities 
towards toe Palestinians 
people whether within 
Isr^l or outside it on toe 
basis of the Covenant and 
other relevant humanitarian 
conventions. 

The Palestinians would 
be well advised to pursue 
tte tools being offered to 
them on a silver platter by 
toe conventions that I^I 
hM signed and ratified as 
they indeed offer a range of 
opportunities to promote 
Palestiniao rights. 
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The sound of disharmony 
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By Malene Jensen 

Agence Fnmce Presse 

V\/HiE THE^JRE fans flock to the 
Broadway revival of *The Sound of 
Music.’’ the real von Trapp family on which 
(lie iousical is based sin^ to two very dif- 
foentnin^ oCf~sp^ 

The show ihe eariy days of die 

nt^-famous fai^ before they Auaria 

10 (he United States in 1939. after the Nazis 
look oven 

In the show, the cast of Tnq:^ kids don 
(patching S^CH- suits, amid familiar 

gOTPs cf ‘'bo-Re-Mi,*' “Edelweiss*' and 
-My Favorite Hinigs.'’ 

“1 dca’t know anything’* about the real 
van Trapps “but the show is terrific," said a 
•dioftr goer one recent evening outside the 
tfaeane here. 

Rkh ^ Sandy, a couple fiom O^lnradri. 
^ di^ yyaicbed (he show because they 
loved the 1965 hit movie staniog Julie 
ji^ojiews as Matia von Trapp. dK gov- 
^oess-tumed^iQiQD^ w\x> nused the 10 
^ilAen cf Baton Georg von Tr^. 

But a few hundred kilcxiietresfi^ here, 
two Actions of the real von Trapp family ate 
cDtan^ed in a growing &mily feud ti^ to 
tbe 2.^ acre, 93-ioom Austrian style 
fjqi) Bmily in the town of Stowe, 
yJdwoci. 

A couit mling is expected soon to settle 
ibednpQte over who owns the popular lux- 
ury hillside lodge where the baroness, 
atwa^ in a oaditkxia} Austrian dress, kept a 
powedN presence dmng her lifetime. 

fiiSa Maria’s 1987 deatii, a tiff in the 
oKie tightly knit femily jQaied inK> a power 


snuggle over fek)d^ 

The fight pits M^’s grandson Geor^ 
— once bri^y president ctf die lodge — 
against Johami^ the youngs of the von 
Tr^ children. 

Goorge is supported by Maria's second 
child Eleonote von Tra(^ Campbell and 15 
other relatives, while Johannes is supported 
by four siblings and other members of the 
extended fiimtt y 

The first ph^ of the ownership fig ht 
ended in 1995. when the faction supporting 
Johannes bought the shares owned by 
George for $2.56 million. 

But then comes the snag: Ceorge's fic- 
tion said their shares were worth nlnwisr 
twice tbe price paid — and in May 1997 a 
lower court in \fermont agre ed, 

Johannes, preadem of the lodge, appealed 
tte ruling. But if the higher court upholds it, 
his faction could have to pay the other side 
some $3 milfion more. 

'That would be difiScult," Johannes toW 
AFP in a necent phone interview, while 
adding that he has “secured a commitment 
from a bank, so I can deal with thaL" 

But “I nught choose to sell it rather titan 
dig out from this huge hole." be g ?i d. adding 
ti^ “wbtu it teafly boils down to is tiiat they 
(George's faction) want money." 

Dolled ReodaU, attcxney f«- George’s 
faction, meanwhile, said that the i«u^ is 
about the value of company shares. 

'This is not a case about greed or family 
strife," he said in a ftiicne interview when 
reached at his office in VbnnonL *^ut about 
what the fair value of those shares is." 

Tbougfi tile baroness is no longer there to 
enfrjTce frunily peace her memory remains 


strong in Stowe, where she is also buried. 

In 1947, the same yearns tbe baron's sud- 
den death, M^ria set up tbe Tnqip Music 
Camp in what became a pseU^ to tbe 
loc^. 

her, “family came first," said Dave 
Schaefei; who now works for tbe Trapp 
family but remembers meeting Maria whWi 
intendewing her years back as a young 
reporter. 

She was “a very strong woman who held 
that family together through incredible 
upheaval ad^ity *' he said. 

Johannes agrees, nciing tiiat if his rnotber 
was alive she would most liksly say: '"Qul- 
dren. Stop fighting. Be seosiblL Ibis is stu- 
pid."' 

Maria, whose 1949 book on The Trapp 
Family Singers became the baas of the 
Broadway ritow and Oscar wanning movie, 
is often cieihted for keeping the ftimily 
afloat when arriving almost pCTiniless in the 
United States, though people w4io knew her 
say (hat she was no Julie Andrews. "She 
was a bit of a bufiy." said a fiunily friend, 
who ^K^te on condition of anonymiQ^. 
adding diat she would “drive around in a lit- 
tie MG and you’d beoer get off the road." 

Meanwhile, Hadan Slayton, neighbour to 
the &mous family when th^ moved id 
Stowe in tbe early 1940s, remembers the 
von Tr^ ciuldren weH of which six ate 
still alive. 

'The girls had to work pretty hard," be 
sad. remembering seeing ^m wattring up 
and down the hifl from the music camp (o 
dieir home “carrying boxes of things." 

'The family wori^ hard to get where 
tfa^goc." 



The von Trapps, Hollywood style. Real life has proved less idyllic (file photo) 



Monet makes the 
worid go ‘round 


By Leslie Gevittz 

Reuters 

FORGET ABOUT the 
image of a starving attisL 
i Instead dtiok French Impies- 
aonism. water lilies, power- 
ful sonc^kes. brilliant 
colour — Claude Mcniet 
ifohware. 

The Museum df Fine Alts 
in Bostin is hosting “Monet 
in the 20th Centi^," an 
emaoidinary e,xhibit span- 
ning tite last 26 years of the 
j artist's life. In addition to 


^ biiDgiog together more dian 
fSOwqr* ■ 


^ 80 wodis of art from British, 
Bench, Japanese, Russian 
a]dU.S. museums, tire MFA 
bas inaikedng tech- 
niques from Madison 
Avenue. . 

The man who tiimed water 
QGk into wads of cash 
noeid probably approve of 
its umixeDas. scarves, ties, 
satchels, handbags, puns, ear- 
rings, neckl^%s, posters and 
statiooeiy on s^e at the 
^IFA’s ^ shop convenient- 
iy located at the exhibit's 
euL 

- To those relatively com- 
iQODi tourist tokens, tbe MFA 
is adding dishware. vases, 
nros, stiuned glass pieces, 
hottie cedes aix), for children. 
Hly pads and fri^. 
“What is a lily pad wiffiout 
a frog?’ one sales clerk 
asked 

-Both- are ^Id ^epaiatidy. 
Some of his i^piessionist 
cidleagiies such as Pissarro 
secured Monet of mass-pro- 
dudng an for commercial 
reasons. But looking at 24 of 
water lily canvases, half 
tile . number Monet painted 
;l>ctWBeii 1903 and 1908, one 
^ tbe. evolution, not tbe 
CQgHPeirialisfltion, of an 
8rtSL • 
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By 1900, when be was 60. 
Monet was a man fr^ of 
material want He earned 
213.000 francs that year at a 
tune when a Parisian manual 
labourer's annual wage was 
about 1.000 francs. 

In 1909. he was selling his 
pictures for 30,000 francs: In 
199S, Sotheby's sold one feu 
tnoK than S30 wShOn. 

The lily pond tiiat is almost 
a Monet uademaik and the 
gardens surrounding it in his 
Givemy, France, home were 
maiotaiDed by fivv full-time 
workers. 

Monet's wealth came not 
only from lus success as an 
artist but also his acumen as 
a stock investor, according to 
University of Massachusetts 
Professor Paul Hayes Tuck- 
er. who helped organise the 
e:^biL It is the MFA's sin- 
cere hope that at least some 
of tile commercial success of 
this impressionist artist vrill 
rub off. 

In between discussing the 
ethereal qualities of Monet s 
Houses of Parliament senes 
and the artist's fascination 
with winter light, MFA 
director Malcolm Rogers 
talked of expanding the 
museum's audierK'e. its 
membership and the costs of 
mounting such an exhibition. 

Boston-based Fleet Ra- 
cial Group Inc. provided 
S1.2 million to ^nsor the 
exhibit, the largest single 
^nsorship gift in the muse- 
um's 122 -year history. “Bid 
of course, an exhibh like this 
costs many millions more,' 
Rogers said. 

The exhibition will move 
in January to London s 
Royal Academy of Arts, and 
Rogers said the Umited num- 
ber of venues adds to die 
cost But whUe shying from 


the term '‘blockbusrer" 
exhibit, he clearly hopes 
attendance for Monet will 
equal or top tbe 250,000 vis- 
itors who came to see a recra- 
^leccive of fashion f^ogra- 
pber Herb Rios' wodc two 
years ago. 

“AtteDdance is always a 
variitiile. 'One can never be 
sure" be said. A somewhat 
esoteric exhibit on “1,000 
Years of Chinese hunting" 
brought in 125.000 visitors. 

The MFA ran deficits in 
the six years prior to Rogers' 
rq^intmeot four years i^o. 
He has been able to turn that 
around by a combination of 
staff layoff, increased 
adniissiCKi fees and extend- 
ing tbe museum's hours. 

'‘We will be leptxtmg 
another surplus tius year," be 
said 

It wili be tbe third year in a 
row of surpluses. 

To help ensure Monet will 
generate money, the MFA 
has also joined witii 
AMTRAK, the U.S. passen- 
ger raO service, and 20 area 
horels to offer Monet “Get 
Away" packages. 

There is an advertising 
campaign that includes buses 
in the water lily motif 
plying BostcMi's streets and 
banners hanging from street 
lamps heralding tbe show. 
And in high-tech Boston, 
where tbe information super- 
highway is often in b^r 
shape than the normal roads. 
Fleet has created an interac- 
tive Web site 

(www.fIeet.com/moDet) in 
addition to tbe MFA's own 
Web site (www.mfa.org). 

To parqihrase Fred Ebb's 
lyrics frtMii the hit show 
“Cabaiet,’’ tiie MFA hopes 
Monet will make the world 
so 'round 



r iilltes — a nice little earner (Sie photo) 



Out from the ‘House of Silence’ 

Is there an Arab women’s language? 


la the House of Silence: 
Autobiognphical Essays by Arab 
Women Writers 
edited by Fadia Faqir 
FngJand, Gamet PnbUshing, 1998 
181 pages, £8.95 

OVER THE F^t two decades a sig- 
nificant new impetus has made its 
mark on the literary scene. Wbere^ 
A^ women have been vmting lo- 
tion since tbe mid- 19ih century ('and 
perhaps, in secret, long before), this 
appeared sporadically. Since the 
early 1980s. however, scores of 
Arab womra have published full- 
blown novels. 

A Jordaoiaa Fadia Faqir, herself a 
writer and lecturer in Arabic litera- 
ture at Durham University. U.K.. 
has been active in promoting these 
books and having a number of them 
published in English. With Arab 
women's literature asserting itself as 
a trend in its own right, she took tbe 
next step, compiling essays by 13 
Arab women novelists on the con- 
nection between their lives and writ- 
ing. The result "In the House of 
Silence", offers intriguing insights 
into the lives and thoughts of the 
once 'silent' Arab woman, as well as 
into the genre of autobiog^hy. 

“Most contributors to tiiis volume 
wrote their texts to negotiate a textu- 
al. sexual, linguistic space for them- 
selves within a culture which is pre- 
dominantly male-dominated" 
writes Faqir. noting the double jeop- 
ardy involved in being a woman and 
a dissident (p. 6). Two of the con- 
tributors. Salwa Bakr and Nawal £1- 
SaadawL both Egyptian, have been 
imprisoned. Oihm faced varying 
degrees of punishment and social 
censure, for ±e very act of writing 
in public, and thus violates tradi- 
tional norms that banish women to 
tile private sphere. The double jeop- 
ardy of living in an authoritarian 
state and conservative social milieu 
imposes a degree of self-censorship. 
Still many of the authors confront 


important issues head-on. particu- 
larly the relation between ffie per- 
sonal. the literary and the political. 
In the process, they employ 
provocative new imagery, whieli 
raises the question of whether there 
is an Arab v^men's language. 

For Liana Badr. writing was a way 
of making sense of the Palestinian 
experience. In her life, the mirror 
«nx>Ived from being a symbol of the 
forbidden and an 'inviiaticm to mad- 
ness, into a search for self. Finally, it 
provided the title and imagery for 
her novel about the siege of Tel el- 
Za'tar. “The Eye of the Mirror", 
leaffing her to conclude: “Isn't the 
mirror a world opposite the world- 
one that gives us an immense capac- 
ity for struggling, wrestling and fac- 
ing challen^*?' (p. 32). 

A somewhat different angle is pre- 
sented by Salwa Bakr. who turned to 
writing to vent her firustration with 
failed politics and traditional mar- 
riage — only to find in it her “real 
exiWnce." Writing enabled her to 
demolish preconceived ideas and to 
concentrate on “humanity in all its 
forms." including “crushed human 
beings whom nobody seems to care 
about" (p. 37). Wliai began as an 
escape from potiucs in the narrow 
sense, grew into a new. perhaps 
much deeper, type of politick com- 
mitment. 

Even more explicit are a few of 
the writers who deal with politics 
obliquely, in the socto-ps>'chologi- 
cal realm. To the Lebanese novelist. 
Hoda Barakat. writing b a challenge 
not only to the status quo, bur to the 
writer's very identity: “I write also 
because 1 want to resemble no per- 
son or thing, but to go deeper with- 
in myself... 1 step outside my gen- 
der. outside any gender. It seems to 
me that the act of writing is out of 
the ordinary, beyond the condition- 
ing and characteristics of male and 
female social behaviour. Or it is at 
tbe junction of this restrictive divi- 
sion into male tuid female and full of 


elation arising 
from the blending 
of the genders and 
the resulting ambi- 
guity" (p. 45). 

The theme of 
fear is addressed 
by Iraqi writer 
Alia Mamdouh, as 
it exists in the fam- 
ily and sodety at 
large, in its dual 
nature of poison 
and motivation for 
writing: “Our Arab 
fear appears to be 
a multi-headed 
monster feeding 
on the poboD 
which stems from 
our conditioning 
to submit, to frag- 
ment and to keep it 
all to ourselves." 

In this context tbe 
writer’s role is to 
break out of the 
cycle of fear and 
strive for freedom. 

Mamdouh urges her fellow writers 
to: “Go on excavating with both bit- 
terness and compassion even if it 
does not yet mean anything. But 
here you are. doing a job which will 
bring your brethren back to reality 
and open up their hearts while you 
are growing ever closer to the self 
you are longing to find" (p. 69). 

Also ioclud^ in this book are 
essays by women from Algeria, 
Syria. Tunisia and Bahrain. Each 
has its own theme and style, but all 
share an approach that is explorato- 
ry'. evocative and suggestive, rather 
than didactic. The narratives are also 
full of gaps that leave much room 
for interpretation. Is this the result of 
self-censorship and repressive con- 
ditioning. or b it indicative of a new 
women's language rev'ealing a pre- 
viously unspoken link between the 
public and the private? Do these 
gaps indicate a lack of finesse and 



maturity, or do they consciously 
promote creativity by challenging 
the reader to interpret theru? 

Faqir surmises tiiat it is too early 
to say if there is a specifically 
female style: “It will take a long 
time for the ‘master narrative' of 
oeopatriarchy to be challenged and 
disrupted, and for Arab women to 
weave a 'language' of their own, 
thus freeing the forces of moderni- 
sation in Arab societies" (p. 23). On 
the other hand, several of the 
authors dismiss the idea that women 
write differently than men: they 
reftise to be labelled as “women's 
writers" or feminists. Whatever the 
outcome of this debate, it is certain 
that these new voices — in a curious 
combination of vagueness and dar- 
ing — are intimating a new slant on 
life, on society and on ourselves. 

Sally Bland 


Solzhenitsyn’s new memoirs take aim at West 


By Agnes Dronnikov 

Agence Fnmce Presse 

RUSSIAN AUTHOR 
Alexander Solzhenitsym, 
one of the giants of anti- 
Soviet dbsent, has given his 
first impressions of tiie West 
with a new book tiiat admits 
his 20-year exile was 
marked by a “mutual Jack of 
understanding." The woik, 
first released in Russia, has 
just been published in tbe 
West in France by Fayard, 
the company that holds 
exclusive publbhing rights 
for the Nobel laureate in all 
languages but Russian. 

Its tide, for the senti- 
ments inside, is “Le grain 
tombe entre les meules — 
esquisses d’e.xne,” which 
pending an official English- 
language version translates 


loosely into *TTie Crain 
between the Grindstone — 
Sketches from Exile.” 

Now nearing SO, Solzhen- 
itsyn moved back to Russia 
four years ago. a famous and 
well-publicist return that 
was crowned in another 
woik last June, “Russia in 
Collapse," which is every bit 
a.s haid on pc^-communist 
Russia as Ms earlier works 
were on the Soviet era. 

Bom into the turmoil after 
the Bolshevik Revolution. 
Solzhenitsyn sur\'ived the 
Soviet gulag, a KGB assas- 
sination attempt, totalitarian 
oppression, internal e.\'tie 
and even a bout with cancer. 
He thought he had seen all 
when he was finally 
expelled from Russia in 
1974. 

He was well-known by 


then, a towering moral 
authority, a prophetic v'oice 
from behind the Iron Cur- 
tain whose works like “One 
Day in the Life of Ivun 
Denisovich" and "Cancer 
Ward” had won him the 
Nobel Prize for Literature 
four years earlier. But the 
West turned into an incom- 
prehensible shock, be said in 
the new book. "Straight 
from the start misunder- 
standing set in between the 
western media and myself. 
We could never understand 
each other," he wrote. 

He spent his first two 
years in exile in Switzer- 
land. where he said he was 
harassed by an unrelenting 
press and photographers. 
Then, he said, he had to 
fight to make his positions 
understood to a media more 


interested in an attention- 
grabbing anecdote than the 
content of a serious work or 
speech. 

Solzheoitsym conceded he 
was not always sure how to 
act after arriving in the Wesl 
when he was constantly 
solicited for political com- 
ment. He needed tune, he 
said, to understand that his 
work, his Mstorical and lit- 
erary writ'uigs. were most 
important to him. 

He listed stages in the pro- 
gression of what he calls his 
“mutual lack of understand- 
ing" with the West, includ- 
ing much-criticised speech- 
es in which he railed about 
the West in general and the 
United States in particular. 

He recounted his family's 
difficulties in finding a place 
to settle out of the limelight 


where he could continue 
writing, finally opting for a 
remote village in the north- 
eastern U.S. state of Ver- 
mont. 

He also evoked what he 
says were KGB anempLs to 
di^redit him. his financial 
problems and publishing 
woes over copyright con- 
tracts. notably for ‘The 
Gulag ArcMpelago," w'hich 
he insisted he had turned 
over completely to a Russ- 
ian social fund for former 
Soviet political prisoners. 

The book recounted his 
travels in Euatpe and his 
meetings with many noted 
personMities, but throughout 
is the certainty, as of 1978, 
that one day he would return 
to his belo\'ed Russia and 
that communism would col- 
lapse. 


1 
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Jordanian pharmaceutical 
exports seen rising in ’99 


Moroccan WTO candidate 
says helping poor urgent 


(Change 


Saturday, 21 '11.99 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan’s pharmaceutical 
exports last year earned the 
Kingdom $167 million, up 
from $28 million in 1990 
and the exp^ are bound 
to increase in die coming 
year when four newly 
established factories start 
production, according to 
Maher Matalqah, secretary' 
general of the Jordanian 
Federadon of Pharmaceud- 
cal Industries. 


Matalqah said Saturday 
that exports of drug indus- 
tries account for 12 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s total 
annual exports and are con- 
sidered tte second largest 
foreign currei^y earner 
after the phosphates. 

Capital invested in the 
Jordanian phairnaceudcal 
industries is estimated at 
$400 milli on and exports 
have marJcets in 35 coun- 
tries including Europe and 


America. 

According to Matalqah, 
the existing 13 factories, 
which employ 3,500 work- 
ers, cover 35 per cent of the 
Jordanian market needs. 

‘These industries were 
behind the emergence of 
other firms and the creadon 
of job opportunides in the 
plasdc industry as well as 
packaging and packing." he 
emphasi^. 


World Bank water mapping 
plan aims to aid farmers 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
World Bank affili ate has 
unveiled a computerised- 
mapping system of ±e earth's 
water resources with hopes it 
will help fiumersr in poor 
nanons gauge when and 
where to plant crops. 

The W(}rid Bank's Consul- 
tative Group on Intemadonal 
Agricultural Research 
(CCIARj said its "world 
water and climate atlas" 
offers enhanced detail on 
temperature, precipitation 

and other factors affecting 
agricultural planning. 

The programme is funded 
by Wirld Bank nations, led 
by the United States und 


J^ian. Ismail S^ra^eldin, 
CGIAR chairman I and a 
World Bank vice president, 
said the programme depends 
on participating nations trans- 
ferring agriculture informa- 
tion to the programme, letting 
farmers zero in on their 
region and extract key water 
and climate data visually. 

"As surface water is fiilly 
utilised in the semi-arid 
regions of Asia, the Middle 
and Africa, including 
some of the major bread bas- 
kets of the world, the ground- 
water table is felling at an 
alarming rate," CGIAR said 
in a statement. 

The mapping system would 


be able to help alleviate the 
problem of wasted irrigation, 
since historical precipitation 
and weather trends would 
allow planting cycles to 
change to better use scarce 
supplies. 

The World Bank s^d devel- 
opment experts believe water 
scarcity, not shortage of land, 
is likely to be the main coo- 
strainr to agricuJiiua) produo 
don in developing countries. 

More than one billion peo- 
ple live in diy regions. The 
World Bank said it is feared 
that by 2025 these areas 
won't have enough water to 
maintain 1990 per capita food 
output. 


geneva (R) — Morocco's 
former Trade Minister Has- 
san Abouyoub. bidding to 
become next chief of the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), said one of its most 
urgent tasks was to help poor 
countries benefit from free 
trade. 

He also told ambassadors 
to the Geneva-based body 
that it had to act "to dispel 
the still fairiy wide percep- 
tion that we operate Him 
some secret society." 

In the world’s current com- 
plex economic realiQr, 
Abouyoub declared, "we 
cannot afford to forget the 
urgent need to reverse the 
marginalisation of large sec- 
tions of the world from the 
advantages of the multilater- 
al trading system." 

"Indeed. i consider 
addressing this need as one 
of the most urgent tasks fac- 
ing us." he stressed. 

Abouyoub was the last 
and at 46 the youngest of 
four candidates to take over 
next May from outgoing 
Director General Renato 
Ruggiero ta present their 
ideas on bow they would run 
the WTO to trade envoys 
over tile past three days. 

The oibeis were former 
prime minister of New 
Zealand. Michael Moore. ex- 
Canadian Trade Minister 
Roy Macfanen and Tliai- 
laiur'i l-lr-.i rk‘piii> Prime 


Swedish Massage 


Under the I’alronayc of i heir Majesties Kina Hussein and Queen Noor 
.NoorAl Hussein Foundation 

The National Music Co^sc^^ atory and The Pert'orniin” .Vrts Center 

present 



PeUmg3iky\ 


Minister Supachai Panitch- 
pakdi. 

A decision on Ruggiero's 
successor, to be taken by 
consensus among the 132 
member-countries, is expect- 
ed in the next few week& but 
diplomats said there were no 
obvious ficiDt-nmaers after 
this iveek's appearances. 

“All four candidates gave 
veiy good presentations and 
did veiy weU on the give- 
and-take." U.S. Ambassador 
Rha Hayes told reporters. 

She said Washington, 
which in 1994 came out 
early for then Mexican Pres- 
ident Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
taari but finally had to climb 
down after a braising battle 
with the European LTmoo, 
had a “very open mind" and 
was looking at all four. 

Abouyoub. his country's 
top negotiator during the 
1986-93 Uruguay round of 
global trade talks which 
ended with creation of the 
WTO, said his experience at 
home in winning support for 
economic liberalisation gave 
him good credentials to lead 
the WTO into the next cenoi- 
O- 

The next director general 
will also have to play a key 
role in creating the agenda 
for a new set of global nego- 
tiations to be launched ai the 
end of next year at the body's 
thini ministerial meeting in 

till* rniioil .'Jiaics. 
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A leading company in trie foodstuff industry is looking to fill the following 
positions; 

MARKETING MANAGER with the following credentials: 

1- A university degree in Business Administration. . - . 

2- Minimum 5 years experience In same field or similar u .. 

3- Excellent command of'Arabic and English languages, both written and 
spoken. 

4- Excellent interpersonal and communication skills. 

5- Driving licence. 

SALES PERSONS with the following qualifications: 

1 - A university degree in Business Administration. 

2- Excellent communication skills, presentation and friendly personality. 

3- Excellent experience in the same field. 

4- A good experience in executing field studies. 

5- Driving licence. 

Please send your CVs to P.O. BOX 143519, 
Amman-11814 



YOUNG ARTISTS AT THE 
HOTEL INTER.CONTINENTAL JORDAN 

A DRAWING competition organised by the Hotel InterCon- 
tinental Jordan took place last week. Three Jordanian schools 
took part in this competition which had an environmental : 
theme. Children between the ages of 6 to 1 0 years were asked . 
to translaie their vision of the world's environmental situation 
in the year 2000. The three schools participating were Amman 
National School. Modem Montessori School and Al Manhal. 
School. 

The judging conuniltee included three teachers and three 
students from these schools plus a representative firom Jordah- 
Environment Socie^ in ad^tion to three members of the 
Executive Committee at the Hotel Inter.Coatinemal Jordan. It ' 
was a very difficult task for the judging committee to choost . 
the winning drawings. 

First prize went to Marina Jouri from tbe Amman Nationa. 
School, tbe second prize went to Faiab Yaisb from the Ammai^ 
National School, the third went to Kader JaJal Karadan from 
the Modem Montessori School and tbe fourth went to Dina. 
Ghassan Dodab from Al Manhal School. 

The winning drawing will be used to create a seasonal gxeet-i 
ing card for Hotel Inler.Continental Jordan. The object of this; 
cos^titioD is to raise awareness among the young members, 
of the communis to tbe importance of protecting our envi- - 
roninenL 




Unscramble these four AimUes, 

*HAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 1 
by Hwiri Arnold anu MBit ArgMon 1 

1 one tetter 10 each square, to form i 
\ four ordhary words. 

wiydoni|m^en^ml«? ^ p 



Now arrange the chded leneis to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
sested by the ^xjve cartoon. 


Prbtt an9wer here: 


— rn rn jTfc 

I CAosHeis Oonionowf ? * 
^mblas; DERBY SOUSE • LAWYER HALVED ' 
Answer What the piopostiion sowided lB«e - 
ASHADVDEAL . • - 
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Cement deal brightens AFM outlook 


Beat 


Aj^jew of news from th e Arabic Press 

Payment delays cited as main 
problem for strained ties between 
banks and contractors 


** IHREGULARITTES IN payments 
to contractors are^ one of many nega- 
tive factors affecting the financing of 
the construction sector from a bank- 
ing point of view, a senior and well- 
known banker wrote in a study. He 
indicated -that payment delays cause 
sharp deviations in cash flows and 
lead to further requests of credit 
which banks become hesitant to pro- 
vide. 

Another factor, cited by Mufleh 
Aqel, the regional director at the Arab 
Bank headquarters in Amman, is the 
mechanism of payments to the con- 
tractors which has not developed as 
[be empl^er is practically still the 
one who decides the size and time of 
payment despite clear agreements in a 
contract between the p^ies. 

lo addition, Aqel mentioned that 
h-iniiL*; obtain no binding security 
because a letter from a "contracior 
relinquishing his entitlements fiom an 
emplover to the bank can be super- 
sede by other claimants such as sub- 
contraciors or creditors who could 
freeze payments. “As such, the letter 
of transfer of entidements is weak- 
ened as a security on which a bank 
can depend,” he said. 

Other negative factors that affect the 
financing of contractors are the issues 
of guarantees required by the employ- 
er, Ue difficulty m appraising the per- 
formance of work in terms" of num- 
bers, the risk of force majeurs that 
contractors face more than others and 


the limited securities that contractors 
can offer compared to the huge 
financing required. 

The respected banker indicated that 
the banking sector has extended suffi- 
cient financing to the contracting sec- 
tor noting that credits have increased 
between 1 990 and 1 994 by an average 
of 12 per cent. "In 1994, the growth in 
credit extension to the construction 
sector reached 33.7 per cent underlin- 
ing the higher dependence of contrac- 
tors on bank financing instead of local 
savings or foreign transfers,” he said. 

According to Aqel, two important 
elements affect the financing available 
.to the contracting sector in the King- 
dom: Funds from our individual's 
own resources (and this relates to 
invested capital and profitability) and, 
outside financing, which is influenced 
by the size of one's own resources and 
operation risks. 

TTie study blamed employers for 
requesting guarantees that harm the 
interest of contractors. It cited the text 
of the guarantees which could nega- 
tively aJfect the rights of the contrac- 
tors such as in the case of higher 
prices that could inflict big damages 
on Che contractors. In addition, the 
study said, employers resort to undue 
pressure on the contractors by threai- 
ing to call for payment of the amount 
of the guarantee (A1 Aswaq). 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) An older person could be 
rarber bossy today. You like to be in controL but right now 
[.ibai.maypot be possible. If you're going to visit an older k 1- 
adve, show respect As. for ^vice you'll get.some excel- 
IcDi coaching.. You could gaiiv quite a bit from this intetac- 
UKi, but only if you manage your mouth in a responsible 

mannw- 

lAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you've made long-terai 
cornmitmems recendy. you may be having second thoughts. 
YcHa* freedom seems vet)’ important to you all of a sudden. 
Don't worry. This is a natural sorting out phase. During the 
coming month, you and your sweetheart or partner will be 
i foc ussing what needs to be worked and getting on the same 
Knveleogth. 

GEMira: (May 21 to June 21 ) The sun is joining Venus, 
Ptmo and retrograde Mercury in Sagittarius today. Sagitianus 
symbolises the truth. This is hitting in your solar seventh 
house of partnerships, so your partner could start telling you 
weiythmg he or she has kept repressed. Not to worry. This is 
eood for aielationship, althouah it can be kind of a challenge. 
C.4NCER: (June 22 to July 22) You might feel like there's 
" ■ " 100 much work, and it's making you nervous. You wTint to 
rhinif about something else, but your mind keeps going back 
10 a {xoblem that happened at the workplace, or one you re 
a&akJ will baf^Ten there. Think it out ahead of time. The 
fflcwe you can work out now, the easier it'il be. 

(July 23 to August 22) This is a marvellous day for 
•■love: There w31 be some work involved, but it looks like the 
overaD consensus is in favour of a huge celebranon. If you 
don't already ha\'e a party planned, no problem. The people 
vuu most want to party with are the OTies closest to you any- 
way. You probably don't even have to call them. 

VIRGO: (August 23 ro September 22) Looks like quite a 
j^jf .cDmraotion at home. You want to take action, and what you 
in minH is big, bold and dramatic, and you ve thought 
about it long enough. You have to take action now. so go 
pcm’i do it all by yourself, though. Enrol your whole 
in helping. It'll make this a lot more /un. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 23 » You're smarter tiiM 
and you'w focusing and expressing yourself clearly. 
'Bef&e'you wax eloquenL however, go over the facts one 
time, fust to make sure you hat'en i mi.>*sed something. 
M Don't believe simiiething just because it s presen^ m a 
ip IC'tj. forcefiil manner. Check out all of the references before you 
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SCORPIO; (October 24 to November 2 1 ) You may not haw 
Aat buried treasure yeL or if you have, perb^ *ere 
are a couple of other places to dig. Not a bad weekend tor 
cleaning out the closets. No telling what treasures you 11 find. 

If you come up with enough, a ^ 

^*c^leo£ Y-qq could wind up with your holiday gins 

■paid fori , , , 

SAGmARlUS; (November 22 to December 21 ) It s 
^vou to sit stilL There are so many things you 

^ a little help ftom a friend, you might able to 
most of them. Thai's the friend wlro he ps 
:«ay.pa schedule, by the way. Your tendency to be easily ens- 

ts your worst enemv rigbi now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) You U find 
^ to get ^ way, because you’r^lear 

and able TO communicate il off 

^■ever. Your biggest problem today vflil ^ 

wben you're trying to get sornething ^ • 
to Ksren lo wbai someone's trying to te y 

^youE»lf lime in the long run. ,o^'^hA eim k in 
AQU^S: (January 20 to February 

now. which is ^^bsoluiely marvello 

is in your solar elev^ih ho^ with a 

:?'®Dpartiviries. This is a good tinw to be 

group of people on something that be . j a 
Wdbe^ (St comhrions to the nm. and having 

^E^Wniaiy 19 K) March 20) It ™=ht bef®'-;';!' “ 


a Older you arcuni Ifa dre 
wh^ this person wants. Do it aei 

cfieaftuiy, then aS if v-ou can go P'*"' 

?'^ng, you jiave the chance. 

^rthSfcne of November: Topaz 3^ 






HSBC to move 
China business 
headquarters 
to Shanghai 
from HK 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
British banking giant 
HSBC Holdings Pic will 
move its Chinese business 
headquaners to Shanghai 
from Hong Kong in two 
years, a bonk official has 
said. 

An official from the Chi- 
nese business division of 
HSBC, whose unit includes 
Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banidng Corp. and Hang 
Seng Bank, told AFX Asia, 
an AFP af^iated financial 
newswire, that it was very 
likely to relocate the head- 
quarters to Pudong in 
Shanghai. 

Currently, HSBC has 
eight branches in China, 
one sub-branch and two 
repnesemative offices, and 
the Pudong branch has 
been allowed to conduct a 
yuan trading business. 

The official said HSBC is 
wailing for official 
approval to open another 
representative office in 
Chongqing in southwestern 
China. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The sale of 
33.3 per cent of ihe gov- 
ernment equity in'" the 
Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries Company! JCFC) at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) Saturday 
reflected positively on 
the prices of most of the 
shares on the floor, a 
broker said Saturday. 

The broker said" the 
JD72 million deal 
belw'een the govern- 
ment and the French 
firm Lafarge at the rate 
of JD3.600 per share 
was concluded on the 
floor despite the sus- 
pension of trading on 
the JCFC shares. Nor- 


mal trading in cement 
shares is expected to be 
resumed Sunday. 

The government last 
month decided to sus- 
pend trading in JCFC 
shares to facilitate 
negotiations with for- 
eign investors willing to 
buy part of its stake in 
the company. 

“The direct impact 
was not that powerful 
Saturday, but 1 believe 
that deal will have its 
effect today and in the 
coming few days espe- 
cially "on the shares of 
mining firms,” the bro- 
ker, who asked not to be 
named, told the Jordan 
Times. 

Accordina to the bro- 


ker there were 
“rumours" of unofficial 
sales concluded outside 
the AFM. "This is con- 
sidered illegal by AFM 
regulations since trad- 
ing on cement shores is 
suspended.” 

"1 believe that these 
deals will be officially 
carried out tomorrow 
when trading on the 
JCFC's slTares is 
resumed,” the broker 
said. 

He noted that the price 
of the JCFC share, 
which stands officially 
at the rate of JD 1.800, 
raneed between 

JDr.8CK3 and JD2.500 
during the "illegal trad- 
ins." 


"The cement deal will 
restore foreian 

inve.stors' confidence In 
the market, especially 
those who decided to 
liquidate their assets in 
the stock market. Many 
will consider returning 
to the market very 
soon," the broker said. 

"It will al.so give 
strong impetus to "the 
privaHsation process in 
the country,” he added. 

The AFM's daily bul- 
letin showed that the 
turnover amounted to 
JD72.4 million, where 
the bulk of this figures 
was due to the side of 
the aovemment stake in 
the JCFC. 

The genera! price 


index, based on the 
shares of 60 firms, rose 
by almost one point to 
reach 160.16 point, up 
from 159.46 in the past 
week. 

The news about the 
deal put the shares of 
mining companies in 
the limelight, especially 
the phosphate company 
which closed at 
JD 1.130, a rise of.05 
per cent. 

Out of the 44 firms 
that were traded in the 
market, shares of 26 
recorded increase in 
their prices, six regis- 
tered dec/tnes ivhi/e IJ 
remained unchanged, 
(he biilleiin showed. 


Eight top Japanese banks 
ask for $34 billion lifeline 


TOKYO (AFP) — said. 

Eight of the top Japan- 
ese commercial banks 
will together ask for up 
to 4.11X) billion ven 
($34 billion) in public 
funds to help wnte off 
bad loans, according to 
bank plans revealeJ by 
Friday. 

Many top banks 
warned they will fall 
into losses for the sec- 
ond year in a row' as 
they struggle to clean 
out their" snowballing 
bad debt. 

Only the giant Bank 
of "Tokyo-Mitsubishi 
Ltd. has not said it will 
a,sk for an injection of 
taxpayers' money, pre- 
ferring to raise monev 
from us allies and sell 
off assets. 

Pressure has mounted 
on the banks to bow' to 
the inevitable and take 
public money, agreeing 
at the same time to slice 
staff numbers and shut 
branches. 

Japan'.s bank reforms, 
finallv enacted fast 
month after weeks of 
delay, set aside a huge 
60 trillion yen fund of 
public money and 
encouraged banks to 
volunianly ask for cash 
to help them prop up 
their capital. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton drilled the point 
home during his visit ro 
Tokyo, 

"I believe it is clearly 
not only in the interest 
of the world and the 
region, but in the inter- 
est of the Japanese peo- 
ple for Japan to contin- 
ue ro move forward ... 
with aggressive imple- 
menrauon of the signif- 
icant bank reform legis- 
iaiion.” he told a press 
conference. 

"There is no substitute 
for decisive action to 
heaJ an ailing bonking 
system so ih'ai arowih 
can be restored,” he 


Analysts said some 
banks had been too cau- 
tious in their demands 
for money. 

“For those where they 
have not really done 
very much to deal with 
the loans they have a 
problem," sajd Brian 
Waterhouse, senior ana- 
lyst at HSBC Securi- 
ties."This is only a con- 
tribution. not a solution 
to the problem.” 

Tok>'o-Miisubishi. Japan's 
largest bank, said it will 
write off 550 billion 
yen in bad loans this 
year, taking a 30 billion 
yen group net loss. 

Rather than ask for 
public money the bank 
will sell part of its stake 
in Union Bank of Cali- 
fornia for. $750 million 
and raise money 
through a shore issue. 

“We believe it is our 
most urgent task to 
aggressively write off 
bad loans and to 
strengthen our financial 
base, and we are going 
to issue preferred 
shares as part of finan- 
cial strengthening mea- 
sures,” the bank said. 

It will also cut 3,000 
jobs, a sixth of its work- 
force. in the next three 
years. 

Sumitomo Bank Ltd.. 
Japan's second largest 
bank, said it would take 
a heavy 350 billion yen 
group pre-tax loss for 
the full year and would 
clean out 620 billion 
yen in bad loans. 

Sakura Bank Ltd. said 
it would suffer a parent 
pre-tax loss of 6^0 bil- 
lion yen in the full year 
to next March and 
would write off a huge 
910 billion yen in bad 
loans. 

The bank will raise 
350 billion yen in a 
share placement with 
business allies, 

^though Toyota Motor 


Corp.. a crucial ally the 
bank had been relying 
on to lend it money, was 
not involved in the 
placement. 

"I don't think Toy- 
ota's move this lirhe 
had anything to do with 
the level of our restruc- 
utring plans, but it was 
due " to uncertainty 
about public fund injec- 
tions in to the bank.” 
said Sakura's Managing 
Director Hirokazu 
Ishikawa. 

He said they were still 
expecting a capital 
injection" from Toyota 
in the future. 

Fuji Bank Ltd., one of 
Japan's weaker banks, 
said it will ask for the 
largest slice of taxpay- 
ers' money, up to 700 
billion yen. 

The bank will write 
off 450 billion yen in 
bad loans- for the full 
year, and take a heavy 
550 billion yen group 
pre-tax loss. 

Dai-Ichi Kongyo 
Bank Ltd., one of the 
healthier Japanese 
lenders, said it would 
w'riie off 300 billion 
yen in bad loans this 
year and take u group 
net profit of just 15 bil- 
lion yen. 

Asahi Bank Ltd. said 
it would write off 400 
billion yen in bad loans 
and slump into the red 
for the full year with a 
2(X) billion yen group 
pre-tax loss. 

Tokai Bank Ltd. said 
it would take a group 
pre-tax loss of 380 bil- 
lion yen in the year, 
after writing off 15S.I 
billion yen in bad loans 
in the first half. 

Sanwa Bank Ltd. and 
Daiwa Bank Ltd. 
pledged Thursday to 
apply for lifeline injec- 
tions of public money 
worth a combined 900 
billion yen. 


A.F.Wl TRADE Saturday, 21 - 11-98 
4CCE5S*4646866 


Company 

Opan 

Prica 

Ciosa 

Price 

Change 

AB 

BANKS 

204.000 

204.250 

+ 0 . 12 % 

JNB 

1.S20 


+ 0 . 66 % 

BOJ 

14)76 


■EO^I 

iri.r 


0.970 


IIDB 

^msssi 

1.420T 

0 . 00 %l 



2.770 

+ 2.59lf)l 


1.586 


MSS^. 

Ijgb 


6.690 

6 . 00 % 



1.696 

+ 3.2d4b 

lUBI 



-4.44^ 

IAbc 

2 . 2 S 6 

^360 

+ 4.89% 




+ 5.26% 

BANKS INDEX 

269.110 

point* 

+044% 

INSURANCE 



ASI 

0.840 

0.880 

+ 4.76% 

GAI 



IK&Ii£3| 

Pi 

2.056 


■sJ-tun 1 

INSURANCE INDEX 

125.720 

point* 

+0.17% 




JEPCO 

1.420 

1.440 

4 t.41% 

m 

1.636 

TBHT 


jttc^ 

6.28b 

ESTir 


SZEf^ 

0.810 

0.820 


UOLT 

I. 6 S 0 

1 .M 6 

+ 0.93% 

SERVICES INDEX 

102.210 

point * 

+0.30% 




Ijpmc 

1.080 

1.130 

+ 4.63% 


3.180 

3.180 

0 . 00 % 



16,205' 

Klv^ 




■TCT-T^W 



2 J«r 

* 1 .M%I 



Z.B00 

• 3.11%l 

ifSSSSSSSSSSm 





^K£:hJ 

BTH 8 T 




0.530 

■VTTTtV^ 1 


■KILU 


0 . 00 % 

\SaSSS^SSmm 

■KfcHJ 


■ 1 . 84 ^ 



irisr 

+ S. 4 IK 

IIPCI _ 

038ir 

0.666 

+ 3.45% 


MHl'l 


4 1.dl*lh 




0 00% 


oJJir 

ojTir 

+ 4.88^ 


mm II ■ 






+ 1.72% 


L075^ 

L6S6^ 

.1.87% 


MIN 1 

■ELIiUi 

4 1.66% 


■KEIitJ 


4 2 70^ 


tmT^ ■ 


0.00^ 





INDUSTRY INDEX 

68.880 

• point - 

+0.47% 










0.740 


ISPI 

6.530 

O.S56 

4 3.77%l 

1 

6.580 



iAIlT 

0.200 

0,210 

4 S.wlil 

M 

6.280 

0.320 


INAMICO 

6.240 

0.240 

6.66%l 

Ripens 

6.56o 

0.530 

4 6.00%| 


2.250 


■ESSES 1 


o.58o 

0.650 




0.210 

0.00% 


iKESil 

0.320 

+ 3J3% 



0.280 

4 3.57% 



3.820 

4 3.43% 



6.686 

+ 4.62% 

GRAND INDEX 

160.16 

point- 

+0.44% 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 3 0 ^"^’ 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information caliil 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/iff7gS3O0O7 
Web Site Is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


24 -hour TAXI SERVICE 


arrive SAFE AND SECURE 

anytime, anywhere in our 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anyrme 


Studio Haig 

Professional qu^ity in 
1 hourserviGe 
Develop yow colour. film 
at our shop and get: . 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% target. 

* Free &ilargement 
20x30cm, 


ShmeisanI - Oppo^te 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


.•4t£t0te»i ^tt j 4 u cn ca i t 



Quality Serviced States 
★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped lOtchenettes *Daily & 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


Sth Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-mail : aystaie go^coiajo 




^SflNRBEL 

RealEstate 


Call Us Now 

5510427, 8,9 
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1. flHJUe 

Ji)r I fuqui peof. 


Um UrwinaTel.' Srillli:*.'. 
Dcv.Titown Tsl.' 4S55S1?^ 


TO ADVI ; 

SEC 

5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 



SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complete 
T»i. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


Hotel 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 

~ OR 
5684311 - 
, 5699634EXT.42 




At 6th Circle 
TeL: 5510001 


Recreation Center 

The ultimate Pools 
and Spa in Amman. 
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Black night for France as 
Davenport, Hingis go through 


NEW YORK I AFP) — 
World No. 1 Lindsay 
Davenport of the United 
States reached a semi-final 
showdown with Germany's 
Steffi Graf at the WTA 
Tour Chase Championships 
Friday when she over- 
whelmed eighth-seeded 
Nathalie Tauziat of France 
6-0. 6-3 in just 54 minutes. 

And Switzerland's 18- 
year-old Martina Hingis 
made it a black night for 
French hopes when she saw 
Tauziat's hard-hitting com- 
patriot Mary Pierce 7-6 
(7/4>. 6-4. 

Hingis will face Irina 
Spirlea of Romania for the 
other berth in Sunday's 
final. 

Davenport, who has now 
beaten Tauziat 1 1 times in 
their 14 meetings, raced 
through the first set in a 
mere 19 minutes — the 
French player winning only 
nine points. 

Dominadng the rallies 
from the baseline and keep- 
ing Tauziat at full stretch 
with deadly accurate dou- 
ble-fisted backhands, 
Davenport chalked up the 
first eight games before the 
French player managed to 
get off the mark. 

Tauziut,who put only 4S 
per cent of her first serves 
into play, squandered the 
only two chances she had 
to break Davenport's serve 
in the second set and she 
looked shell-shocked when 
she walked off court. 

**I haven't any excuses. I 
felt confident when I came 
out but I was never able to 
get into it. Perhaps it was 
ju^t one match too many at 
the end of a long season. I 
was too slow and was was 
under pressure through- 
OUL" 



No. 1 seed Lindsay Davenport of the U.S. hits a backhand return to No. 8 seed 
Nathalie Tauziat of France during their quarterfinal match at the Chase 
Championships at Madison Square Garden in New York City. Dav’enport beat 
Thnziat 6-0. 6-3 (AFP photo) 


Davenport, who has won 
six tournaments this season 
including the U.S. Open, is 
assured of finishing the 
season as the World No. 1. 
whatever the result of her 
match against Graf. 

The German player, who 
has been staging a come- 
back after a wrist Injuiy. 
reached the last four 24 
hours earlier when she 
defeated her old rival 
Monica Seles t-6. 6-4. 64. 

The former World No. 1. 
who has won the last two 
tournaments she has 
entered, has chalked up 12 
consecutive matches since 


her return. 

Hingis, who had never 
beaten Pierce iodoors. 
needed 97-minutes to 
clinch her victory in a hard- 
fought match in which both 
players opened their shoul- 
ders and went for their 
strokes. 

The first set featured two 
service breaks by each 
player and it was finally 
decided by a tie-break — 
Hingis surging back after 
being 1-3 down. 

In the second set both 
players held their service 
games until Hingis finally 
made a break in a dramatic 


tenth game in which Pierce 
let slip a 40-15 lead and 
lost the last four points of 
the match to unforced 


Pierce needed a visit from 
the trainer before the match 
started, another after the 
fifth game and a bathroom 
break after the seventh 
game of the second. 

Hingis, who has won four 
titles this season (hut none 
since the Italian Open in 
May) delighted the crowd 
by knocking up with one of 
the ballboys during 
Pierce's absence. 


Championships 

bid 

MONACO (Ti) — British 
athletics chief David 
Hemery formally present- 
ed London's bid for the 
world 2003 champi- 
onships to International 
Amateur Athletic 

Federation (lAAF) presi- 
dent Prime Nebiolo on 
Saturday. 

Hemery, who was elect- 
ed as president of 
Athletics U.K. last 
Monday, met Nebiolo at 
the lAAF's headquarters 
in Monaco. 

If the British bid .suc- 
ceeds the championships 
will be held at the rebuilt 
national stadium at 
Wembley. 

The bid has been sup- 
ported by British Prime 
Minister Tony Biair. 

Next year's world cham- 
pionships will be held in 
Seville, Spain, while the 
2001 competition was 
awarded last Thursday to 
Edmonton, Canada. 

The lAAF council will 
decide on the venue for 
the 2003 championships at 
a council meeting in 
Seville next May. Paris 
and Stanford, California, 
are the oiber likely candi- 
dates. 


WORLD VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Netherlands beat U.S. for 3rd straight win 


CHIBA (,AFP) — Olympic champions the Netherlands 
•shrugged off a shaky start Saturday to beat ±e United 
States for their third straight win at the men's world vol- 
leyball championships. 

The Dutch spikers, the runners-up in the 1994 champi- 
onships. lapsed into making eirors to go down 2-10 in the 
first set — from where they stormed back to score a 15-12, 
15-6, 15-11 victory. 

“\V'hen the .Americans were leading 10-2 after unforced 
errors on our side, they gave us some air and then we were 
alive again." said Dutch head coach Toon Gerbrands after 
the S9-minute match. 

“It was also a special game forme, because Douglas Beal 
( .American coach) came to Holland when I was still a veiy' 
young coach. 1 learned a lot from him at the time and this 
was the first time 1 had coached against him. 

“It was a honour to play against one of the best coaches 
in the world." 

The Dutch team, who had to be satisfied with the siK-er 
medals in the 1995 World Cup and the Barcelona 
Olympics, had to fight without middle-blocker Alben 
Cristina. 

Cristina returned home because his girlfriend, former 
national team player Aafke Hament. is due to give birth 
over the nest few days. 

.Atlanta Olympic bronze medallists Yugoslavia and fourth 
place finishers Russia also chalked up their third straight 
wins in the eight-team Group H round robin in Chiba, on 
eastern outskirts of Tokyo. 

Yugoslavia needed Just over one hour to beat Ukraine 1 5- 
9, 15-10, 15-1. while Russia downed Greece 12-15. 15-6, 
15-11.15-6. 

“It is important to win 3-0. but it's even more important 
to increa.se our game level match by match. I’m satisfied 
that we made only five mistakes," said Yugoslav coach 
Zoran Gajic. 

Rusian coach Guennadi Chipouline was not satisfied, 
saying; “My players did not play at their best level and we 
couldn't perform in our usual style. In the future, each 
player must maximise his game." 

In Group C in Hiroshima we.stem Japan, Cuba and Spain 
remained unbeaten with a third consecutive win each. Cuba 
breezed past South Korea 15-13, 15-9, 15-7, while Spain 
outplayed Bulgaria 17-15. 15-4. 15-11. 

Canada posted their first win in the second round when 
they defeated .Argentina 15-11, 10-15. 15-4. 15-6. 



Spanish ace spiker Rafael Pascual (R| blasts awav at a Bulgarian defender Ivaylo 
Stefanov (Li during their third match of the Poul-G quarterfinal-round at the men's 
Wwld Volleyball Champioiuhips in Hiroshima Green Arena. Spain beat Bolgaria 17- 
15. 15-4, 15-11 with in one hour 43 minutes (AFP photo) 
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Andre Agassi 


Fans welcome back Agassi 
for season’s finale 


HANOVER (R) — With 
no Boris Becker to cheer 
this year, it is likely the 
fans at this week's ATP 
Tour world championship 
■ will make Andre Agassi 
their favourite. 

German hero Becker, 
who won the season-end- 
ing event for the world's 
top eight players in 1992 
and 1995. is now semi- 
retired and has dropped out 
of the top 20. 

But Agassi, who was 
nowhere to be seen this 
time last year, is back in 
Hanover and cun count on 
the crowd's support. 

.After an awful 1997 sea- 
son which saw him slump 
to 141st in the rankings, 
the American is bock in the 
top five for the first time in 
more than two years. 

Once the enfant terrible 
of the tennis world. Agassi, 
now 28. has re-discovered 
his appetite for the g&me>'> 
and recaptured his best 
form;' • 

“It was a straight deci- 
sion to work hurd and take 
every opportunity," he said 
of his amazing comeback 
in an interview released on 
the ATP Tour's website. 
‘The difficult part is stay- 
ing with it." 

Currently fourth on the 
ATP Tour list, he could 
jump a couple of places 


with a good performance 
in the nothem German city. 

“I am not interested in 
the number one ranking 
right now as much as prov- 
ing that I can be there," 
said the former World 
No.l. who wa.s 1 22nd dur- 
ing the week -of Hanover 
last year. 

*‘I want to win big tour- 
naments. that is the most 
important thing for me." 

^^ile Pete Sampras was 
cruising to victory here a 
year ago. Agassi was 
sweating on the unglam- 
orous Challenger circuit in 
the United States. 

"I remember playing in 
Las Vegas and Burbank," 
he said. 

“They were great weeks, 
they really were. During a 
difficult time for me, I got 
a lot of support." 

The year-end tournament 
brings back sweet memo- 
■rics'io Agassi, who was a 
young star when he won it 
•in! WQ . . - b e at i ng ^Stefem- 
Edberg in the fin^. 

The event, formerly 
known as the Masters, had 
just moved from New York 
to Franfurt and was given 
its current name that year. 

“It is an opportunity to 
play the best players and 
finish 

with an accomplish- 
ment." Agassi said shortly 


before making die trip to 
Hanover,- where the ATP 
Tour world championship 
has been staged since 1996 

The American, who won 
five tournaments out of 10 
finals this season, smd he. 
was surprised how fast he 
had made his way hack to 
the top. 

“1 knew it would take me 
the whole year to get 
myself back in a good 
position again bull wasn't 
expecting to have succeed- 
ed this quickly," he said. 

While displaying bis 
aggressive baseline play of 
old on many courts this 
year, be did not quite make 
it when it mattered most, 
failing to go beyond tbe 
■ "fourth round-ia-aE ^f t he 
big four. 

The real belief 
beating the best guys^ 
just now coming aroui^[| 
said Agassi, who will « 
seeded third in Hanover ^ 
the absence of injur^ 
World No. 3 Patrick Rafter, j 
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IMS BOOKSHOP Ai 
lEL.: 5526* 


There’s only one 
Premier League 
and it’s on 
Showtime 


Live English Premier League football on 
Showtime. 

(6) 5516171, (6) 5825814, 
(6) 5538313 

Gef Showtime from JD 38.34 {USS 54) per month 
including decoder. Exclusive English language rights. 
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Martin Short .. in 

A SIMPLE WISH 


Show.<:: 12:30, 3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Morgan Freeman in 


KISS THE GIRLS 

Shouy 12:30. 3:.30. 6:1.5. 
S:30. 10.30 


PLAZA 

V _ _ 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:.30. 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEftU 


Tbl,..Sy.^.J 7‘)3 


CONCORD 


DEEP IMPACT 

Shtws: ! 2:30. 3:30. 6:00. S: 15, l0:i»O 


BODYGUARD 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOLTN 

WWW. cns. L'otiL jo/Gall vria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


OF ZORRO 

Shuw.s: 3:30. 6:15, 8:.30, 10:30 


UM-.MA TtJ.- “'*N 

GALLERIA 2 > 


ABDOUN 

^‘Mv.cns.coni.ja/Calleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:.30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Eisham Yanas' 
ia:i62£l51 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencie^ 
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LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 



Sports facilities to be named 
after Nazmi Al Saeed 

AMMAN — HRH Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid Saturday 
called for commemorating the memory of the late 
Nazmi Al Saeed, one of Jordan’s sports pioneers who 
past away last week. The Prince suggested establishing 
a series of projects in bis name, granting scholarships 
for excelling athletes and naming sport facilities af^ ^ 
Al Saeed's name. 

Faisali to visit Paiestinian territories 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's 1998 Jordan Cup . 
Champions Al Faisali will be heading to die 
Palestinian territories for a series of friendly matches 
Dec. 4-16. The team will be visidng Hebron, Jericho, 
Ramallah, Jerusalem Nablus and Gaza to hold five 
matches with Palestinian clubs. 

Cycling team to leave for Egypt 

AMMAN — The national cycling team will soon leave 
to Cairo to hold a two-week training camp Dec. 5-12 
with its Egyptian counterpart The team will include 
ten cyclists. 

Equestrian team trains in Wadi Rum 

AMMAN — The natioaal equestrian team are current- 
ly training in Wadi Rum in preparation for the World 
Endurance Race which will be held in the UAE Dec. 
9-10. Jordan will have six participants b the 160km 
race. 


; Swimming federation to cover pool 

AMMAN — The Jordan Swimming Federation has 
undertaken a fiind-raisbg campaign to cover the 
Olympic swimmmg pool currently under construction. 
The JSF will also ask the 9th Pan-Aiab Games 
Construction Committee to provide the project with 
facilities needed for swimmmg, water polo and divmg. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khadb 
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FOR SALE 

COMPUETE HOUSE WITH FURNHURE AND 
APPLIANCES. ALL IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. 
PLEASE CALL TEL.: 5681406 
FOR APPOINTMENT. 


JORDAN F^ST CUEAK - 
WOW piSCOtJNT!^^^^^^ 

Marble polishing. Dry cleaning for rugs, 
carpets and furniture. 

We also dean and disinfect water tanks. 
Free demonstration. 

Jabal Amman, TeL: 4659504, 079/34566, 079/51710 


f=C>F=» JF=» EfSlT 

FULLY FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FLAT 
(SUnABLE FOR DIPLOMATS) 

Located in Shmeisani/Rabia area. Consists of big garden, garage 
250s', 3 bedrooms (one master), 4 bathrooms, maid's room, iMng 
room/breakfast area, (fining & guests hall, sunroom, phone. 
Interested tenants, please call: 5602883, 079-574437 



Marco Simone (R) striker and captain of Paris Saint-Germain fights for the ball 
with Rennes player David Somm^, at the Parc-des-Princes in Pai^ dnrii^ their 
French Dl championship match. PSG won 2-1 (AFP photo) 


Pete wants record, more respect 


HANOVER fR) — Pete 
Sampras, arguably the finest 
tennis player of all time, at 
times feels be does not get all 
Ihe credit he deserves. 

To make the wrnld really 
take notice, American 
Sampras wants to use next 
week's ATP Tour world 
champicmship to end the year 
as number one for a record 
sixth consecutive toe. 

He faces a stiff challenge 
fix>m (Chilean Worid No. 2 
Maicelo Rios, a mere 33 . 
pomts behind him before the 
-season-ending event for the 
world's top eight players 
which starts on Tue^y m 
Hanover. 

Whoever fares best at the 
$3.5 million bdoor event 
will finish 1998 on top. 

Sampras has won m the 
northern Gemian city four 
times already, most recently 
last year to end the season at 
number one for the fifth toe 
m a row, tying the record set 
by Jimmy Connors from 
1974 to 1978. 

‘‘Even m Europe, it wasn’t 
really talked about," Sampras 
complamed. “It's disappobt- 
mg because It's one of die 
toughest thbgs to do b 
sport" 

In the United States, it was 
even worse. 

“Americans expect me to 
wm every match I play." be 
said. “That's the way it has 
gone for years." 

The mam reason why the 
gifted 27-year-old, who was 


voted the No. 1 player of the 
last 25 years by a panel of 
experts last year, does not 
draw that much attention is 
probably because be is so 
donunant 

“For so long, people have 
just taken wb^ I h^ done 
for granted," he said late lost 
month b Stuttgart “To wm 
grand slams year b. year out 
and to be the number one is 
not an easy dung to do." 

Sampras retmned his 


Santiago and would have 
knocked Sampras off his 
perch if he won there. 
But he fell m the quarter- 
finals to little-known Juan 
Antonio Maim of Costa 
Rica. 

Duibg the couple of weeks 
before Stockholm, Sampras 
had looked close to his bril- 
liant best, reaching the semi- 
finals b Stut^ait and the 
final at the Paris Open. 

“Everybody knew it vras 


Wirabiedon crown this year, — going. Jn^cane down, to 
winnbg his 1 1th grand slam Hanover, . , because . that’s. 


title to move widiin reach of 
the record set by Australian 
Roy Emerson with 12. 

But partly because of per- 
sistent bjury worries, he has 
not look^ quite as awesome 
as b previous seasons and 
even lost the No. 1 ranking to 
Rios for two brief periods.. 

So obsessed is Sampras 
witb the record dial he decid- 
ed to spend six successive 
weeks b Europe playmg 
indoor tournaments, some- 
thmg be had not done since 
1993. 

“I'll do whatever it takes to 
do it because I think it’s defi- 
nitely up there with the great- 
est achievements b tennis," 

be said m Stuttgart. don’t 
thbk it will ever be broken." 

Last week m Stockholm. 
Sampras appeared to have 
undermined his chances 
when he lost to Australian 
Jason Stoltenbeig m the first 
round. 

Rios was playbg 


where the, majority of the 
pomts are,'^ he said. 

The perfect scenario for the 
ATP Tour worid champi- 
onship would obviously be a 
final between Sampi^ and 
Rios vrith the top rankmg as a 
reward for the winner. 

Oddly enough, the roan 
who could spoil Sampras' 
dream has not played against 
him for more tfian four years. 

Their last match was at the 
1994 French Open. Sampras 
won it 7-6 7-6 6-4. 


m 



On the occasion of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s birthday 
the Darts Championship will be held 
on 27th Nov. 1998 at 
Tyche Hotel-Amman. 
Registration will be personally taken 
at the hotel until 25th of Nov. 1998. 
Tel.; 5607 114 (Imad Kamel) 


For Rent 

Furnished Villa in Abdoun 


A ^mished villa sized 650 sq.m located in Abdoun 
ori a land area of 1250 sq.m and consists of : 

3 Master bedrooms ' 

1 Dining room 
ILai^ reception area 

2 Living rooms - Large fuBy equipped kitchen 

Washing room equipped with 2 washing machines and 1 dryer 
Maid’s comer (Bedroom and Bathroom) 

Terrace (1 00 sqjn) 

Garage Ibr 2 cars 

Large garden with electrb irrigation system 
Outside garden/ guard room bath 
Bectric security system 

Basement for services snd playgraund for chBdren . 





Progress seen in 
to end NBA lockout 



NEW YORK (R) — Both 
sides b the NBA lockout 
s£ud diere was progress b a 
loog day of talks on Friday. 

“There was evidence of 
progress today. Both sides 
moved off their previous 
positions,** NBA 

Commissioner David Stem 
said after more than 12 
hours of meetings and nego- 
tiations on bow to divide up 
league revenues — about $2 
bilUon last season. 

*^e obviously, to some 
extent, modified oar respec- 
tive positions," said BLUy 
Hunter, executive director 
of the NBA Players 
Asso(riation. “We want to 
have a season, we don’t 
want to see the season go up 
b smoke. 

“We know there’s a cer- 
tab period of time we have 
if we'ie going to have a sea- 
SOIL We also want to min- 
imis e the damage, the 
downside." 

“[ think what we can say 
for the first rime is we feel 
we had a productive day," 
said NBA deputy commis- 
sioner Russ Granik. 
“Unfortunately, we are still 
far apart on a lot of issues, 
but 1 think we did make 
some progress, we got clos- 
er together on some of the 
key issues." 

No specifics were ^ven. 
The owners had previously 
asked for a 50-50 split while 


the players had pnrposed' 
they get 60 per cent ^ die 
league's so-called basket-:- 
ball-related income — rev- 
enues from television, ticket 
sales and merchandise. 

Last season,' accc^ng to 
the league; 57 per cent of 

basketball-ielau» . bcothe 
went to salaries, well above 
the 52 per cent trigger that 
allowed the cnyoers to 
reopen the collective bar- 
gainmg agreement. 

“I don’t want to go mto 
specifics tiiat were dis- 
cussed but the atmo^here 
was better, definitely," 
Hunter said after the meet- 
mgs at a midtown 
M anhattan hotel. also 
attended by players bclud- 
bg union pi^ideot Patrick 
Ewbg and lawyers for both 
sides. 

“Both sides reached out to 
each other on issues tiiat 
had been hardened,” said 
Stem. '^'We also discussed 
otiier issues that had not 
been touched upon. 
However, there are major 
differences on many items 
and we are far apart on 
those.” 

The ever-increasmg threat 
of losbg the entire I99B-99 
season spurred the talks, 
both sides agreed. 

“There's a slogan, “nie 
sight of the guillotine 
improves your faeariog,’" 
said Stem. “And I guess 


maybe we’re hearing ea<^ 
other a little better because 
to guillotine’s beug shaip< 
eued. 

“It's too bad it has to 
come to this. But 1 would 
characterise that we had for 
us a productive, cordial 
meeting." 

Frida's baigaining ses- 
sion to end foe lockout 
declared on July 1 was to 
first since October 28. No 
further talks were set for the 
weekend and no date was 
set for resuming them, but 
Granik said next we^'s 
Tbanksgivmg holiday 
.should not stand m the way. 

“We kind of recognised 
that trying to make this deal 
as soon as we can possibly 
make it is probably more 
important than any other 
obUgation any of us have," 
to league deputy commis- 
sioner said. “It’s not gomg 
tt> be to ^hedule that fauns 
us." 

The 53rd NBA season was 
to be^ November 3, but 
the league already has 
wiped out 194 games 
through to end of to 
month, to first cancella- 
tions b league history. Even 
if an accord were reached 
this weekend, it would take 
about a moiuh for teams to 
sign players and complete 
training camps. 


Austria’s Eberharter wins World 
Cup giant slalom race 


PARK CITY (AFP) — 
Olympic runner-iq) Stephan 
Eb^aiter of Austrb won 
Friday's men's alpbe World 
Cup giant slalomTace aftera" 
wicl^' *tura’ 'dubbed 
“Gotcha" foiled his fellow. 
Nagano medal winners. 

Ebeihartei; whose only 
prior World Cup victory 
came last March b a giant 
slalom at Crans Montwa, 
won here Friday m 2mins 
14.75secs — 52-hundredths 
of a second ahead of compa- 
triot Christian Mayer. ’ 

Back problems that sur- 
faced L^t week bothered 
Eberharter between Friday's 
runs. But he made a spectac- 


ular second descent m 
1:0738 to clinch victny. 

“It was not easy" 
Ebeihatter admitted. 


“Last year was great To 
wm to silver medal (at 
Nagano) was a moment 1 
will never forget" 


bactiVeyrere wdiitingian ft -Oto teU.Hfbf to'2()(>2~Sbt 
for nK> to bend At to start ihe undoiiiig of leignbg 


you get this adreoalbe. That 
helped me." 

Drcpped fipom to Austrian 
team for five years, 
Ebeihaner. wlio fiidshed 
third b foe World Cup over- 
all last season, has returned 
vnfo a vengeance, 

“After so many years m a 
big hole, it's go^ to be out 
now and m the sunshine," 
Ebertiarter said. 


Olympic and World Cup 
champion Hermann Maier 
of Austria as well as Nagano 
bronze medalist Michael 
von Giuenigen. 

•Mai^, the defeodmg 
chainpion here, won last 
month's World Cup opener 
b his homeland by 1.60secs 
over second-place 

Eberharter and led here after 
an opening run of 1:07.02. 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms & three bedrooms apartments located at 
Jabal Amman, between the 3rd & 4th Circle. 

Each has 2 bathrooms, large lounge, salon & dining room, 
central heating, telephone and satellite — can be rented 
for short or long period of time. 

Please call TeL 4642643 


FURNISHEDAJNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE AT: 

Real Estate Information Centre 
TeL: 5539016 (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 079-564736 


LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 

FOR SALE (DUTY UNfWD) 

In excellent condition. V8i 1991 model. Sale due to owner leaving. 
Full service history avedlable, 10 months registration. 141,000 
kms, A/C, electric windows, central locking. 4 new tyres. Regretful 
sale. 

Tel.: 4657948. Mobile: 079/547008 


Welcome to our home-made jams. 

Open house Sunday 22nd to Tuesday 24th Nov. 
Wide selection of Jams made from 
the finest fruits. 

LocaOon: 4th Circle — NInawa Street — House No. 4 
Tel.: 4612721 







y'-'-c 





■r<r ■ ^ 




l. ' V . '■ 

1 jj -V- ' 






RadissonXff 

The differcBce ia genuine. 




Breakaway s/* 


^60 


Per double room, per night oil 
incl. on Bed & Breakfast 
bosis. Whether you want to stay active or 
simply unwind, our comfortable guest room 
and res^ fbcillties are there for you ond 
your famifyl We will gladly treat you with 
our Super Breakfast buffet, and up to 2 
children under 1 2 stay free in your room. 
Minimum 2 night stay and advance direct 
bookings required. 

Offer valid until 21 December 1998 on 
WedAhu/Fri/Sat for Jordanian citizens 
and local residents only. 


KINGS BOULEVARD *P.O. BOX 21S • AQABA 77110 • JORDAN 
For reservations coll 03 2012426 
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i Kurdish leader meets 




Assad in 1 St visit in 2 years 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Iraqi 
Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani 
held talks with Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad 
here Saturday on bis rirst visit 
to Damascus in two years. 

The leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan fPUK). 
one of the two main rival fac- 
tions in northern Iraq, 
informed the Syrian president 
of the “details of the contacts 
which he had with certain for- 
eign parties,” the official 
Syrian news agency SANA 
reported. 

Talabani's visit to 
Damascus comes just after a 
visit to Ankara where he 
assured Tuikish officials the 
PUK is not seeking to estab- 
lish a breakaway Kurdish 
state in northern Iraq and will 
not assist Kurdish rebels in 
.southeastern Turkey. 

Syria si^ed a security 
accuid with Turkey last 


month undertaking not to 
allow the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) to use its tenito- 
ry “the supply of 
weapems, logistical material 
financial sujpxt and propa- 
ganda activities” in its long- 
niniung rebellion against 
Ankara. 

The accord followed threats 
of militaiy action by Turkey. 

The PUK leader also dis- 
cussed with Assad “recent 
developments in the region.'* 
SANA said without ek£orat- 
ing. 

Talabani has held four 
meetings with Vice President 
Abdul Halim Kfaaddam since 
his arrival here Nov. 11. the 
PUK's Damascus representa- 
tive told AFP. 

Dana Magjd said Talabani 
discussed vrith Khaddam the 
“details of the agreement 
which he reached in 
Washington in September 


with Massoud Barzanl" the 
head of the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). 

The two men also discussed 
“the situation in Iraq” he 
said. 

The power-sharing agree- 
ment the PUK signed with the 
KDP sparked concern in 
Ankara thru the agreement 
was the rirst step in die cre- 
ation of an independent 
Kurdistan on its southeastern 
border. 

But Talabani assured 
Turidsh officials that die 
agreement obliged die PUK 
to prevent PKK rebels from 
using rear bases in n orthern 
Iraq in its lon gstanding rebel- 
lion in soudieastem Turkey. 

The KDP has belp^ 
Ankara combat die PKK in 
northern Iraq since May 
1997. but Turtey has regular- 
ly accused die PUK of back- 
ing die rebels. 


Israel retracts 
claim of killing 
3 Amal fighters 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army on Saturday 
retracted its drum that it 
had killed three members of 
the Shiite Amal resistance 
movement in southern 
Lebanon the day before. 

‘The claim was erro- 
neous,” a military 
spokesman said. 

On Friday the army said it 
had killed three Amal mem- 
bers in an air raid near 


Qabrikha in the central sec- 
tion of the Israeli-occupied 
zone in soudi Lebanon. 

Amal had denied that any 
of its fighters had been 
killed. 

“All our fighters who took 
part in cl^hes with the 
Israeli occupier Friday 
returned to their bases safe 
and sound." the movement 
said in a statement issued in 
Beirut 


JoreJan, Syria open 
water sharing talks 


(Continued front page 1) 

‘The Kingdom does not 
have the capability to store 
water in great quantities 
and treat it. Thus, any talks 
on water must focus on the 
quality of water coming to 
(he country." Salameh said. 

The river, which provides 
Jordon with 13S mem of 
water a year, begins in 
Syria, flows along the 
Syrian-Jordanian border 
and then joins the Jordan 
River downstream from 
Lake Tiberias. 

Israel agreed to give the 
Kingdom over 200 mcm 
of water onnuaily, mostly 
from the Varmouk River, 
under the 1994 peace 
treaty. 

La.st month. Jordan and 
Israel began construction 


of a JD1.6S million diver- 
sion wall to more effective- 
ly utilise 40 mcm of the 
Yarmouk River's overflow 
per year and regulate a 
year-round inflow of water 
to the 110-kilometre-long 
King Abdullah Canal. The 
government said such a 
project would not negate 
the partnership with Syria 
regarding the planned dam. 

According to official 
Jordanian ■ figures, the 
country's population, 
increasing by 3.5 per cent 
annually, will need 1.2 bil- 
lion cubic metres of water 
per year between 1 998 and 
2000. But the Kingdom's 
current water resources 
provide only 960 mcm a 
year. 


Turkey steps up attack 


(Continued from page 1) 

A nurse at the Coniugi 
Bemardini Hospital south of 
Rome where Ocalan had 
been staying told Reuters he 
was escorted out of the 
building tlirough a side 
entrance at 5.()0 a.m. local 
lime. 

Turkey in late summer 
pressured Syria into 
expelling Ocalan from his 
hideout there and he fled via 
Moscow to Rome. 

The cunent row has driven 
a wedge between NATO 
allies Itdy and Turkey and 
has also hurt Turkey in 
Europe. Washingtrm has 
supported Turkey in the dis- 
pute. 

Austrian Foreign Minister 
Wolfgang Schuessel backed 
Italy on Saturday in the 
.standoff and said threats 
must be avoided. 

‘‘.Any undue pressure on 
the Italian government, 
including unilateral threats, 
is inappropriate and must be 
avoided," Schuessel said. 

But in Istanbul. Turkey's 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cent 
joined his country's veibal 
tittacL 

“Most impononily we are 
warning the Italian people. 
The emeigence of terrorism 
in an Italian stage show is 
bad for Italy, bad for Eun^ 
und bad for the world.” he 
said. 

Kurds from across Europe 
continued their protest in 
.support of Ocalan outside 


Rome's Celio military hospi- 
tal. where they initially 
believed he was being held 
following his arrest at the 
city's Fiumicino airport last 
week. 

Some 600 Kurds huddled 
in front of makeshift fires, lit 
inside oil drums. Many wore 
white T-shins emblazoned 
with “hunger strike” over 
brightly coloured traditional 
costumes. 

Belgian police arrested 30 
demonstrators on Saturday 
during a protest by Tlirkish 
immigrants over Ocalan. 

Many 'Hirks were outraged 
by Italy’s refusal to hand 
ov’er the guerrilla leader. In 
Istanbul some 3(X) protest- 
ers chanted anti-Pi^ slo- 
gans as an effigy of (Dcalan. 
hung from a sc^old, was set 
ablaze. 

The dispute also triggered 
street fighLs in Turkey 
between Turidsh and 
KuttUsh protesters and polit- 
ical leaders called on the 
public not to respond to 
provocations. 

Security officials on 
Saturday said two Kurds had 
died in police custody afrer 
being detained in a nation- 
wide crackdown on Turkey's 
main legal Kurdish party. 

A Turidsh boycott of 
Italian goods was gathering 
pace. 

Defence Minister Ismet 
Sezgin said Ankara may 
reevaluate the two countries' 
defence industry coopera- 
tion. 


2 Kurds 
die in 
Turkish 
custody 


DTYARBAKIR (R) — Two 
Kurds died in police custody 
after being detained in a 
nationwide crackdown on 
Tiok^'s main legal Kurdish 
parly, security officials said 
on Saturday. 

Officials in the main south- 
eastern city of Diyarbaldrsaid 
IS-year-oid Halit Cakir had 
died oS a heart attack shortly 
after being detained by pt^ce 
in the local offices al the 
People's Democracy Party 
(HADEP). 

Sqpaiaiely, die governor of 
Koc^U in western Turkey 
said 46-year-old Metin 
Yuitsever died ovemi^ in 
police custody, Anaiolian 
news agency reported. 

Tutlusb offid^ denied any 
wroogdomg, but HADEP 
officii said police were at 
fruit ID the r fenfh of both men. 

‘The man in Kocaeli died 
after being beaten by nation- 
alist protesters, while the man 
in Diyaibakir died after being 
tortui^ in police custody." a 
HADEP official in Istanbul 
told Reuters. 

Security forces have 
detained at least 600 HADEP 
supporters in a week of raids 
s[»dred by die anest of 
Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan in Italy last 
week. 

Initial Turidsh elation at the 
arrest of Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) chief Ocalan in 
Rome turned to anger after 
Italy dismissed Tuikish 
demands to exoadhe him. 

Far right groups chanting 
anti-PKK slo^ns have 
staged violent protests outside 
die offices of HADEP and the 
Human Rights Association, 
both of which advocate a 
peaceful solution to the guer- 
rilla conflict in soudieast 
Turtey. 

Tui^ holds Ocalan and 
his PKK responsible for the 
deaths of more than 29,000 
people in 14 years of conflict 
in the mainly Kurdish south- 
east, where the PKK seeks 
self-rule. 



PRO-OCALAN FIALLY: Young Kurdi^ women living in Germany carry a banner shovring leader of Kurdish 
Party (PKK), Abdullah Ocalan, rfuring a demonstration in central Hamburg, northern Germany, on 
Saturday. of Kurds took part in the raDy for Ocalan who has been wanted in Germany on chai^ of 

terrorism since 1990. Ocalan was arrested earlier this month in Rome (AP photo) 


Turkish prime minister attacks 
moves to toppie government 


ANKARA p^) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz on Saturday 
attacked moves to topple 
his government as poten- 
tiaUy damaging to the 
country while it is 
embroiled in a diplomatic 
row with Italy. 

In a speech lauding his 
coalition's success. YUmaz 
bemoaned the likelihood of 
defeat in Wednesday’s cen- 
sure vote, which has divert- 
ed attention away from 
efforts to extradite Kuittisb 
guerrilla chief Abdullah 
Ocalan from Italy. 

“The only ones to benefit 
from this government 
going will be criminal 
gangs, profiteers, smug- 
glers and terrorists. They 
are all celebrating now,” he 
cold members of bis 
Motherland Party at a 
major congress in Ankara. 

Some 10,000 party mem- 
bers gave YUmaz a noisy 


standing ovation as he 
vowed that Motherland, 
currently allied with two 
smaller parties, would win 
power alone in early elec- 
tions set for next April. 

The party reelected 
YUmaz chairman in an 
uncoDtested vote. 

He has led the party since 
1991. 

‘*We must establish a new 
Turkey or our country and 
people will be returned to 
the dark days of conflict, 
gangs, terrorism and uncer- 
tainty,” he said. 

The European Union on 
Saturday backed Italy in 
the dispute over Ocalan. 
dealing another blow to 
Turkish efforts to try him 
on treason charges in 
Turkey. 

Ankara was infuriated by 
an Italian court ruling on 
Friday overruling its war- 
rant to arrest the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) leader. 


held responsible by Tliricey 
for the death of more than 
29,000 people in a 14-year- 
old separatist conflict. 

The dispute piled further 
problems on the coalition, 
which was deserted last 
week by a key left-wing 
powerbroker after aUega- 
tions of high-level corrup- 
tion initiated steps to topple 
Turkey's fifth government 
in thiro years. 

A cabinet spokesman has 
acknowledged that the gov- 
ernment's days are num- 
bered but said YUmaz 
wduld stay in office until 
the confidence vote. 

Yiimaz on Saturday 
championed his govern- 
ment's achievements since 
coming to power 16 
months ago in place of an 
IslamisM^ coalirion 
which was edged out of 
power by the secularist 
estabUshmeot. 

He said the government 


could claim ccedit for cut- 
ting annual inflation from 
triple digits at the start of 
1998 to 76.6 per cent in 
October. The coalition bad 
also pushed through impor- 
tant education and tax 
reforms, and accelerated 
Turkey's long-stalled pri- 
vatisation process. 

If the government falls, 
analysts expect President 
Sule;^an Demirel to 
appoint a caretaker prime 
minister in a broad coali- 
tion to take the country into 
the elections. 

‘ Ko blear ''alteriiatiire to 
Yilmaz has emeiged and a 
period of uncertainty could 
boost Motheriand ahead of 
the vote. 

The main Islamist oppo- 
sition has called for the for- 
mation of a pre-election 
coalition that would avoid 
the personality squabbles 
that plague Turkish poli- 
tics. 


Key anti-Taleban opposition group 
says Ben Laden a risk for Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A 
key anti-Taleban opposi- 
tion group said on 
Saturday that the presence 
of Saudi dissident Osama 
Ben Laden in Afghanistan 
risked provoking another 
U.S. missile strike on the 
country. 

“We do not want to be 
showered by rockets once 
again because of him. He 
should leave Afghanistan,” 
Abdullah, an aide to oppo- 
sition leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood, told Reuters. 

“Afghans have enough 
sufferihg and Osama’s 
presence has added more 
agony to it" 

He was speaking by 
satellite phone the day 
after the radical Islamic 


Taleban declared Ben 

Laden innocent of charges 
of involvement in “terror- 
ism” because no country 
had submitted evidence to 
the contrary by its Nov. 20 
deadline. 

Abdullah, who served as 
deputy foreign minister of 
the government the 

Taleban deposed in 1996. 
said that forces loyal to 
Ben Laden were fighting 
Masood, the last potent 
opposition figure a 
Taleban summer campaign 
gainst its foes. 

‘^s presence here 
means a big source for 
funding the war in 
Afghanistan, the spread of 
terrorism, Islamic funda- 
mentalism to Central Asia 


and other parts of the 
world.” he said. 

Ben Laden is accused by 
the United States of mas- 
terminding the August 
bombings of its embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzani a in 
which more than 200 peo- 
ple were killed. 

The United States dis- 
missed the Taleban offer to 
try Ben Laden before its 
Islamic supreme court and 
i^oied the Nov. 20 dead- 
line set by the movement, 
which controls 90 per cent 
of Af;^anistan but is not 
recognised by most world 
governments. 

in August, the U.S. 
attacked suspected bases 
used by Ben Laden in 
southern Afghanistan at 


the same time as it struck a 
suspected chemical 
weapons plant in Sudan. 

Ben Laden declared a 
“jihad,” or holy war, 
against the presence of 
American troops in Saudi 
Arabia this year. 

The U.S. has accused 
him of involvement in the 
bombing of its military 
bases in Saudi Arabia in 
1995 and 1996 in which 
some 24 of -its officers 
were killed. 

Ben- Laden took part in 
the war against Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan 
in the 1980s and has been 
living in the country since 
1^6, tire Taleban 
takeover. 


Lebanon hopes President ‘Clean’ will wipe out corruption 


BEIRUT (AFP) — President-elect 
Emile Lahoud. due to be sworn in 
on Nov. 24, is expected to declare 
war on the corruption that is so 
widespread in Lebanon that even 
World Bank experts have decried 
it. 

The Lebanese seem eager for 
Lahoud. also known as “Mr. 
Clean." to launch reforms to fight, 
political graft and end the era of 
impunity stretching back to the 
1975-lW civil war. 

World Bank experts charged that 
corruption spre^ in Lebanon 
“quicker than in any other place in 
the world... and is worse than 
Indonesia under Suharto.” 

“Everyone knows that there is 
corruption in the administration 
and that there are rigged tenders,” 
for the multi-miUion-doUar post- 
war reconstruction projects, a for- 
eign diplomat said on conffition of 
anonymity. 



U.S. Commerce Secretary 
V^Uiam Daley, during a visit to 
Lebanon on Nov. 13, insisted on 
being “frank... [because} when 
American companies bid on pro- 
jects. whether they win or lose, 
they expect the bidding process to 
be transparent and fair.” 

Lahoud, on the day of his elec- 
tion as president by parliament on 
Oct 15. pledged to rid the countiy 
of corrui^on, starting at the top. 

On Nov. 4, the Lebanese cabinet 
approved an “illicit wealth” bill 
oaring top officials to reveal their 
fortunes, and scrapping official 
immunity in a bid to stamp out 
high-level government corruption. 
Tire bill still, awaits fmal approval 
by parliament 

Examples of corruption in 
Lebanon abound in recent years. 

Minister of the Displaced Walid 
Jumblatt who . repeatedly 
denounced the “sharks” in power 


in Lebanon, admitted on a live tele- 
vision program that his own com- 
panies maintain double accounts. 

“Legally, he had a case to answer, 
but nothing happened,'^ a lawyer 
said. 

A new media law was introduce 
at the end of 1996, granting official 
licences to radio and television net- 
works to a restricted number of top 
Lebanese officials. 

A May 1997 report oo illegal 
coastal constructions prepared by 
the minisoy of transportatioiL 
mentioned entrepreneur and 
Interior Minister Micbel Murr, ffie 
brother and wife of Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri. House Speaker Nabih 
Bern and several MPs. 

in October 1996,.about S2J mil- 
lion in fiscal stamps were stolen 
from the finance ministry. The 
body of a bigh-rai^g official 
from the ministry was found weeks 
later in a barrel of acid. 


Last Septemba, a Lebanese 
ambassador admitted before a dis- 
ciplinary council that he “bor- 
rowed” $440,000 between 1990 
and 1994. 

Tire public administration and 
government agencies themselves 
remain bloated with employees 
because of tire country's reOgious 
quota system. 

“For example, the deficit prob- 
lem faced by the national carrier 
Middle East Airlines [MEA] can 
be summed-itp in two figures: 10 
atlases to 4,000 employees,” 
said a foreign econofflisL 

Maverick MP Najah Wakhn, u/hA 
has been leadi^ an ^ti-comiption • 
crusade for years, recently pt^ ' 
lish^ a book entifled “The Blank 
Hands. ’ Hie book, which pn ntfn- 
ues to be a bestseller on hs 
edition, denbonces corruption i 
officials up to the prime ' 



Phone eex leads 
to eosd^Hffair 

i.rami (R) —An Australian 
man( htfi ORkired by a 
' i nas^fiwe 'to pay more than 
$1^64 for phoM sex calls 
made 'finm a neigbbour's 
bouse. Ihe man ted been 
cfaai^ two boiBits o£ 
buii^Biy. . after all^edly 
fatote into die nei^dxxir's 
bouse to use the tsie^ione to 
make the calls, Australian 
Bnredcastiog Coip. radio 
reported cxi Saturday. Records 
show some of die sex fine 
galls la^ 50 minutes. The 
man was unable to use his 
own pbone, which coiild only 
accept incotoing calls because 
V a huge outstanfr^ talL He 
was airo ordered to complete 
240 hoins of cuuuuuiiity .ser- 
vice. 

‘Beanie Baby’ 
addict gets six 
months in jaii 

MONTEREY (R) — Tamara 
Dee Maldtreado. 25, has been 
sentenced to six months Jail 
for using stolen credit aad 
numbers to buy $8,000 worth 
of “Beanie Bab>'” t(^s. 
Makknado sud ^ devel- 
oped a Beanie Ba^ addiction 
\^ule woridng at 
McDonald’s, vriieie riie had to 
plop tire b^n-bag toys into 
Hrfpy Meal boxes all day 
lOD^ was like a drug,” 
Maldonado said. “Once I 
started, 1 couldn't stop. It was 
tike b^g addicted.'' Judge 
Jonathan Price ordered 
MaldcHiado to st^ away from 
Beanie Babies for fi^te years 
and gave police the ri^t to 
make spot searriies of her 
heme to ensure she was clean. 

Society to protect 
men founded 

MBABANE (R) — Tired of 
your spouse bosring you 
arouiKl inakiiig ycu do all the 
bousewrri: or subjecting you 
to pA^racal abuse? If you are. 
and you're a man fiving in tire 
small soutirem African king- 
dom of Swaziland, he^i is cxi 
Its way. Tire Swaziland 
Associatiao of Men (SAM) 
has been fooned to protect 
males frem domestic unij 
other forms of abuse. tr-K 
organisation said in a state- 
ment. The statement said it 
would proride l^al guidance 
for men who have been 
“made to work all 
week... wash dishes, scrub 
floors, and baby-sit” It said it 
WNikl also oB^ help to those 
who had been raped or beaten 
by their wives, 

Schwarzenegger to 
attend governor’s 
swearing-in 

ST. PAUL (AP) — An even 
better-known bocty will attend 
inauguiatkn ceremonies ftr 
‘TheBoc^ — America's lat- 
est cddirity-hniied’politician. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger plan ; 
to attend the Jan. 4 swearings 
in ceiemooies foe governor-’ 
elect Jesse Ventura, \fenturn 
said Thursday diac the two 
dined together last week and 
Schwarzenegger said 

‘Absolutely, poritively he was 
coming to the inaugurtuion." 
A^ntuia, a former professional 
wrestler nidaiamed *The 
Body” appeared vrith 
Scfawaizeneg^, a frxnrer 
Miste?- Universe^ in 
’T^edatoi’' and 'The Running 
Man” in 1987. 

Reeve returns to 
acting with ‘Rear 
Window’ 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Fex; the first time since ariding 
accident kft him paralysed in 
May 1995. fomrer 
‘^i^rerman” Christofdrer 
will star in a film, a 
tekniaoQ remake of Alfred 
Hitcbcodt’s “Rear Wmdow.” 

In tire new Rear 'Window, to 
be broadcast Suodsy on tire 
U.S. tdeviaonnetwoik ABC, 
Reeve takes on the lok played 
by James Stewart in — 
t hat of a man otwfined tO a 
whedchair n4x> cesnbats .. 

; boEedom 1^ ^tyiug on' his ^ 
oob of whten he 
^K&fves has ; oteslidtled 
KLmunfcc: Tins tire aafy 
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